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As SPORT Turns 50, We Take the Long Way Home, 
Sifting Through the Pages of 601 Issues—From 1946 
to the Present By Dan Dieffenbach 


“The men who appear on these pages are worth knowing.” 

Ed Fitzgerald ought to know. He was there. 

Two years before Babe Ruth passed away in 1948, as football salaries rose to nearly $250 per game and the 
NBA was buta rookie, an innovative New York City publishing company determined that postwar America was 
ready for an all-sports magazine. 

The magazine's mission statement: To speak for its time through the human drama of sports. 

Editor Emest Heyn, Fitzgerald’s boss, splashed his vision on paper, and 1946 newsstands were shelved with 
the inaugural SPORT issue in September. The Yankees’ Joe DiMaggio and his 6-year-old son Joe Jr. graced the 
cover. Inside, legendary sportswriter Grantland Rice waxed about St. Louis Cardinals pitcher Bob Feller, and 
heavyweight champ Jack Dempsey sounded off. 

This month, the world’s oldest sports magazine makes an even bolder statement by reaching its golden 
anniversary. 

“Putting it mildly, I’m thrilled,” says the 76-year-old Fitzgerald, an associate editor on the September 1946 
issue. “Nobody can catch up now.” 
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Our 50th is shared 


by three ofthe 
greats in sports 


Behind a row of cabinets outside our 
office doors stoically sits a treasure: 
every issue of this magazine. The 
words printed in those magazines—a 
source of reference, nostalgia and 
pride—pay homage to Abraham Lin- 
coln’s statement, “Writing is the great 
invention of the world.” 

So many athletes, coaches and 
fans have said so many memorable 
things to us since 1946, it’s mission 
impossible to decide what fills a retro- 
spective of this magnitude. 

By naming a player of the half-centu- 
ry and allowing noted alumni to reflect 
on 50 years of SPORT, we've done 
what we've always done: our best. 

Says Neil Cohen, editor of the 
4Oth-anniversary issue, “The begin- 
ning of SPORT marked historically the 
birth of big-time sports.” The year 
1946 also marked the birth of future 
stars such as Reggie Jackson, Wes 
Unseld and Mean Joe Greene. 

As our merry band of publishing inno- 
vators was collaborating on issue No. 2 
at 205 East 42nd St. in New York, battal- 
ions of great athletes were returning from 
World War II to attempt to reclaim their 
respective sports’ thrones. 

Boxer Joe Louis returned from the 
Army in 1946 for his first fight in four 
years. To his trainer Jack “Chappie” 
Blackburn, Louis said, “When there’s 
awar,afellowcancomealong 


The Ten Years 
of Jackie Robinson 


SPORT covered the great 
Jackie Robinson from day one. 
8SSPORT/SEPTE 
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The St. 
Louis 
Cardinals’ 
Stan 
Musial 


overnight and bea 
world beater.” Days 
later, the 32-year-old 
knocked out Billy 
Conn in eight rounds at Yankee 
Stadium. 

Another fight began on April 15, 
1947, when Jackie Robinson debuted 
for the Brooklyn Dodgers. Robinson 
took on the National League and the 
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Ted Williams, 
the Splendid 
Splinter 


orld as the first man to break base- 
ball’s color barrier and won the battle 
going away. It was amonumental 
step for civil rights—and for baseball. 
SPORT was the first sports maga- 
zine to cover Robinson’s crusade 
from day one. Forty-three years later, 
we shockingly found in a survey of 20 
players that 15 didn’t even recognize 
the name Jackie Robinson. 
“| don’t know anything about 
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Super Bowl III hero 
Joe Namath 


Jackie Robinson,” 21-year-old Ken 
Griffey Jr. admitted in our January 
1990 issue. 

Robinson’s UCLA football team- 
mate Kenny Washington was one of 
four players to break pro football’s 
owner-endorsed apartheid a year pri- 
or, in 1946. For most, Robinson grew 
into a household name, but Washing- 
ton, Woody Strode, Marion Motley 
and Bill Willis don’t even ring a bell 
among the majority of sports fans. 

Speaking of bells, DiMaggio wed, 
and divorced, Marilyn Monroe in 1954, 
the same year SPORT got its first com- 
petitor by the name of Sports Illustrated. 

Our October cover subject in 1956 
was Mickey Mantle, young and vi- 
brant and the 14th player to win base- 
ball’s Triple Crown with his 52 home 
runs, 130 RBI and .353 batting aver- 
age. The Yankees were kings of base- 
ball, Floyd Patterson became heavy- 
weight champ, and everybody loved 
Lucy. The cost of aSPORT subscrip- 
tion rose to $3 a year. 

SPORT was with the Cardinals’ 
Stan (The Man) Musial for his last 


game in 1963, the year 
after Johnny Carson 
took over for Jack Paar 
on “The Tonight 
Show.” We rode shotgun in his car on 
the way to the ballpark and let you vis- 
it with Musial at his locker, sand- 
wiched between Red Schoendienst 
and Ken Boyer before the game. 

After spending the 
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NBA title 


Ryun seta world record by clocking 
the mile in 3:51.3. Our September is- 
sue featured a selection of sports’ top 
performers during our first 20 years, 
led by manager Casey Stengel. Hu- 
bert H. Humphrey—then 


day with Musial, 
Arnold Hano wrote: 
“He has an unclut- 
tered mind. Heis not 
obsessed with the 
ego problems that in- 
fest Ted Williams; he 
has none of the de- 
pressive fears that 
grip Willie Mays; he 
cannot showboat like 
Willie Davis; he has 
none of the fitful vio- 
lence of Al Dark or 
Gene Mauch. He an- 
swers your questions 
quickly and from the 
surface of his brain.” 


COVERC 


the past 50 years: 


2. Willie Mays 

3. Mickey Mantle 
4. Joe Montana 
5. Ted Williams 


man, Joe DiMaggio, 
Stan Musial, Johnny Us 


Alist of who has appeared 
on our cover the most over 


1. Michael Jordan 


6.WiltChamberlain 9 
Tied with eight covers: Troy Aik- 


vice president of the Unit- 
ed States and namesake 
of the MetroDome in Min- 
neapolis—penned an arti- 
cle titled “What Sports 
Means to Me—and My 


QUNT 


19 Country.” 

18 The first Super Bowl, in 
1967, was won bythe 

16 Green Bay Packers and 

14 Bart Starr, who defeated 

10 Len Dawson and the 


Kansas City Chiefs, 35-10. 
Our travels then took us 
with Rick Barry on his per- 
sonal campaign to save 
the American Basketball 


Dan Marino, 
nia. 


In 1966, our 20th 
year, “Star Trek” premiered on televi- 
sion, actor Ronald Reagan was elect- 
ed governor of California, and Jim 


Association, which 
opened play later that year. 

As Woodstock entertained a gen- 
eration in ’69, the New York Knicks 
were driving toward the top. Bill 


The ’69 Knicks’ legendary lineup: Earl Monroe, Jerry Lucas, Bill Bradley, Dave DeBusschere, Willis Reed (not pictured). 
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Lew Alcindor 
leads Bucks to 
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] Mark Spitz wins 
record seven gold 
medals in Munich 


Bradley, who recently completed his 
second and final term as a Demo- 
cratic senator from New Jersey, was 
the team’s resident intellectual. “It’s 
not anew game we've invented,” 
Bradley told SPORT of the Knicks, 
“but a practical application of how 
basketball should be played.” 

With fast hands 


Sri SportsCenter 
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ESPN airs with 
Chris Berman and 
Bob Ley 


Ayear later, in 1970, Baltimore's 
Colts and Orioles were crowned 
champs. “Why Everyone WantsA 
Piece of O.J. Simpson,” was pub- 
lished in our September issue. The ar- 
ticle was one of the first to discuss 
how fame and fortune alteran 
athlete’s life. Roone Arledge, presi- 
dent of ABC 


and power, the 
Knicks were the 


NOTABLE SPORT ALUMNI 


Sports atthe 
time, said of 


class of the 
league, with a Hall 
of Fame lineup: 
Bradley, Walt Fra- 
zier, Willis Reed, 
Earl Monroe and 
Dave DeBuss- 
chere. For these 


Woody Allen, Jimmy Breslin, William F. Buckley, 
Bud Collins, Pat Conroy, Beano Cook, Howard 
Cosel, Peter Gammons, Curt Gowdy, Frank Gra- 
ham, Mickey Herskowitz, Roger Kahn, Tony Ko- 
rheiser, John Lardner, Brent Musburger, Grant- 
land Rice, Al Rosen, Dick Schaap, Red Smith, Al 
Stump, George Vecsey, Peter Vecsey, Emmitt 


Simpson, “He 
always man- 
ages to say the 
right thing.” 
The popular 
department 
“Time Out With 
the Editors” 


men, it was all 


Watson, John Updike, Dick Young. 


alerted 1971 


about whatit's 
still all about: winning atitle. 

“The championship,” said Reed, 
“that’s what | want. That's what we all 
want. Until we've gotten it, we haven’t 
done a thing.” 


SPORT readers, 
“Get ready to pay for your sports on 
TV.” Perhaps boxing promoter Don 
King should hand over a few pay-per- 
view royalty checks for that prognos- 
tication. 


Starr shines for the Packers in a 35-10 win over the Chiefs in Super Bowl I. 
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Al Unser won the Indy 500 in our 
25th year, and astronaut Alan Shep- 
ard hit a golf ball on the moon. 

Detroit Pistons star Dave Bing was 
on our February cover in 1971. Writer 
Henry Young observed: “When Dave 
attended Syracuse, athletes were 
getting extra money under the table. 
Bing wouldn't take it. He drove a rattly 
car. He scrubbed floors to make extra 
money. He was a star, but he wouldn't 
take it.” 

In that same issue, NHL Hall of 
Famer Bill Chadwick wrote of Boston 
Bruins star Bobby Orr, “Imagining a 
better hockey player is beyond my 
comprehension.” Bill can be forgiven 
for not envisioning Wayne Gretzky. 
The Great One, already a star at age 
20, told SPORT in 1981: “The only 
time | ever felt overmatched was 
when | was 6. | only scored one goal 
that year.” 

Never overmatched, the Miami 
Dolphins perfected football with a 17- 
O record in 1972, the same year that 
baseball lost two of its biggest names 
and hearts, Roberto Clemente, 38, in 
aplane crash, and Jackie Robinson, 
53, to diabetes. 

When Dick Schaap took over the 
SPORT reins in December that year, 
the magazine, still in New York, took 
on the editor’s sardonic yet dead-eye 
investigative touch. It flourished as 
the magazine of its day, the big talk of 
the biggest town. 

“It was a fairly literate magazine, 
with a hip and sarcastic touch,” says 
Charley Rosen, a SPORT writer during 
the time. “He would edit everything so 
it came out sounding like Dick 
Schaap. But you had the freedom to 
do areal serious piece, the type that 
could end up in an anthology.” 

Critics referred to the magazine as a 
“manifestation of culture,” and writers 
were paid handsomely for newsworthy 
and often innovative articles. Former 
Cowboys star Calvin Hill recalls, “Ev- 
ery writer wanted to write for SPORT 
Magazine, and every athlete wanted to 
be written about in SPORT.” We called 
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Ty Cobb's hits 
record 


Hill “one big surprise after another,” 
and reprinted those words in 1994 to 
describe the brilliance of his son, 
Grant, of the Pistons. 

During The Schaap Years, SPORT 
turned 30 and continued its search for 
truth in an arena sprinkled with corruption. 

We went on to coin nicknames 
such as “Larry Legend” for Larry Bird, 
courtesy of Peter Vecsey, and “The 
Straw That Stirs The Drink” for Reggie 
Jackson, courtesy of Reggie Jack- 
son. Reggie made the comment, 
which appeared in the June 1977 is- 
sue, to our Robert Ward ina Florida 
bar called the Banana Boat, a popular 
Yankees spring-training hangout. As 
Jackson spoke and Ward listened, 
across the room Mickey Mantle and 
Billy Martin played backgammon. 

“This team,” Reggie announced, “it 
all flows through me. I've got to keep it 
all going. I'm the straw that stirs the 
drink. It all comes back to me.” 

Jackson's cocky quote led him, ul- 
timately, to fisticuffs with Yankees 
captain Thurman Munson and the ego 
stamp ofa lifetime. Jackson indeed 
stirred the drink later that year with 
three home runs in as many swings in 
the 1977 World Series. 

Nearing the end of his celebrated 
career, Muhammad Ali, at age 36, up- 
set Leon Spinks in their rematch be- 
fore finally being retired by Larry 
Holmes in 1980. In his prime, Ali told 
us, “lam the center of the universe,” 
and although the Champ came per- 
haps closer than any other, we've 
found over 50 years that no athlete is 
the center of this universe, no matter 
what he tells us. 

In 1980, Lake Placid hosted a mag- 
ical hockey victory for the U.S. We'll 
never forget goalie Jim Craig draped 
in the American flag, or captain Mike 
Eruzione calling the entire velour-suit- 
ed team up to the medal stand. 

The early-to-mid 80s were witness 
to the NBA’s boom (courtesy of Bird, 


Magic and Kareem were in a sphere: 
seven finals appearances in the ’80s. 
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Pete Rose breaks 
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December issue 
Adecade of MJ 


Magic Johnson, Isi- 
ah Thomas and 
Michael Jordan), 
the final episode of 
“M"A"S*H” and the 
tragedy of the space shuttle 
Challenger. There wasa 
strike in football, a Black Monday on 
Wall Street and a gambling Rosein 
baseball. 
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\ qi In acareer that 
spanned three 
decades, the im- 

: perturbable Ka- 
reem Abdul-Jab- 

bar spoke to SPORT several times 

(more than most publications)—as a 

gawky collegian named Lew Alcindor 

and as a seasoned veteran at a career 
crossroads with the Los Angeles Lak- 


pois4odr ana1s. 
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HEY. SAVE THE 
WORMS. 


SUST GET YOURSELF 4 TEAM NFL 
SWEATSHIRT, AN NFL PRO LIVE GAME 
SERSEY, OR ANY THANG Else NFL 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! THAT sHon's OFF YOUR DEVOTION. 


Duo From 
Dallas 


ers. Our Fred 
Katz summed 
up the big 
man’s domi- 
nation this way: “With poker-face dis- 
passion and with ridiculous ease, he 
blitzed a worthy but helpless oppo- 
nent.” 

Abdul-Jabbar in 1983 said of his 
relationship with a prodigy named 
Earvin Johnson, “He was still in ado- 
lescence and | was in my sphere.” 

Shortly after our 40th-anniversary 
issue, SPORT in 1988 headed out 
west to Los Angeles as the newest of 
the Petersen Publishing titles. With 
the Dodgers winning the Series on the 
heels of the Lakers’ latest title, it was 
the place to be, the city of champions. 

Thatis, until a certain legend nick- 
named Air Jordan took Chicago un- 
der his wing. Six-year vet Jordan ad- 
mitted to us in 1990: “I am not going 
to have the kind of success I’m look- 
ing for by continuing to go one-on- 
five. | want a championship.” He got 
it, and so did the Bulls, who captured 
the NBA title thrice before Jordan’s 
unexpected temporary retirement in 
1993. 

Also at the top of this decade, Joe 
Montana became the first player to be 
named Super Bow! MVP by SPORT 
three times. And on his way to great- 
ness, a powerful young Louisiana 
State thing named Shaquille O’Neal 
told us his military father was respon- 
sible for his bull-in-china-shop game: 
“He told me: ‘When you're out there, 
the ball is yours. The middle is yours. 
The game is yours.’ ” 

The fight game belonged, and for 
that matter still belongs, to a pit bull 
named Mike Tyson. However, SPORT 
boxing writer Davis Miller was alone in 
predicting that the heavyweight 
champ would lose a fight in early 
1990. On Feb. 10 in Tokyo, Tyson was 
knocked out by Buster Douglas. In the 
ring, at least, it remains his only loss. 

In 1994, Arkansas won the NCAA 
title in front of the state’s former gov- 
ernor Bill Clinton, the 42nd president 
of the United States. One year later, 
Jordan struggled to hit his weight with 
the Chicago White Sox’s Single-A af- 
filiate, and the 49ers and Cowboys 
dueled for pigskin predominance. 

Which brings us to the tears shed 
as Mickey Mantle was laid to rest last 


July issue: Cowboys 
Troy Aikman and 
Emmitt Smith 


year, paining us == _ - 
with his words, === 
“Don’t do what | did,” and leaving our 
first cover subject, 82-year-old Joe 
DiMaggio, as perhaps the last living 
baseball legend. Asin all quests, 
we've come full circle. 


( u 
al y) How sweet itis: Jordan 
takes the cake as our 


Player of the Half-Century 


There will never be another period 
in sports quite like the past half-cen- 
tury, and thanks to the writers and ed- 
itors, athletes and coaches, and, es- 
pecially to you, the readers, there will 
never, ever be another magazine like 
SPORT. * 


Former SPORT editor Dick Schaap hits the links with President Bill Clinton. 


Lalo lala) <w-m(—-lell alsa) elelae-y 
drink. He replenishes fluids, Later, he drinks milk. 
not nutrients. He gets calcium. 
Potassium. Other 
nutrients. The fans 
go wild-they start 
the wave. 


Here’s the call. 
Man rushes for 175 
yards. He sweats. He 
needs nutrients. 


MILK 


Where’s your mustache?” 


TAL HICHAELS, FRANK GIFFORD & BOB COSTAS ©1996 NATIONAL FLUID Milk PROCESSOR PROMOTION BOARD 


“Itis aconceit, of course, to expect that any one au- 
gust body—even one as augustas the editors of this 
magazine—could possibly pick the best athletes of the 
26 years in each of the major spectator sports and be 
right in each case.” —Editor Al Silverman, 25th- 


anniversary issue, September 1971 


HALF-CENTURY 


Here we go again, Al. Only this time, our august 
body is doubling the feat—counting down the top 
50 to the player of the half-century. 

Two words—impact and achievement—were 
the measuring sticks as we cautiously whittled 
down our list composed solely of athletes, the guts 


of the games. The war waged on until we finally 
“perfected” the list. And sure, Al, not everyone will 
agree with us, though we defy you to find an ath- 
lete inthe bunch who doesn't rate as legendary. 

So go ahead, turn the page and meet the 
legends. 
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JOE DIMAGGIO (pictured) He was the most 

5) graceful of center fielders, the handsome symbol 

of baseball’s glory days: the old college try, bag- 

gy wool pants, and the carriage and sincerity ofa 
hero. His marriage to Marilyn Monroe was as much a fasci- 
nation as the Yankee Clipper’s 56-game hitting streak. 
Perhaps Joe DiMaggio wasn’t the greatest player in base- 
ball—his three years in the military service cost him dearly, 
statistically—but when his bat carved through the strike 
zone, the sight was etched in your memory forever. 

Although SPORT's1946 inception postdated his peak 
baseball years, DiMaggio accomplished more in his final five 
seasons than most players do in a career, After returning from 
World War Il, he led the New York Yankees to four World Se- 
ries titles between 1946 and 1951, hitting five Series homers 
and driving in 14 runs. In 1947, he was the American League’s 
MVP, and ayear later, DiMaggio drove in 155 runs in 153 
games. 

“The ball must look like a grapefruit to Joe,” an oppos- 
ing pitcher once remarked. “There is no other explanation 
for his being able to get so much of his bat on every pitch.” 

During the first several years of postwar baseball, the 
Yankees were the team to hate, to boo—but for one mag- 
nificent exception: Everybody cheered for Joe DiMaggio. 


TERRY BRADSHAW Quarterback Terry Brad- 

49 shaw, never mistaken for the brightest bulb in 
y) football’s chandelier, did something for which 
other NFL players would commit treason: He 

won championships. Bradshaw owns one Super Bowl 
ring for each finger on his passing hand, despite the fact 
that his comment about Rhodes scholars (“I never did 


sana 


care much for hitchhikers”) labeled him a dummy asa 
rookie out of Louisiana Tech. 

Credit for the Pittsburgh Steelers’ domination of the mid- 
to-late 1970s NFL landscape can’t be fairly attributed to 
Bradshaw alone. He was a star among stars: Lynn Swann and 
John Stallworth caught the football, Franco Harris ran it, and 
the Steel Curtain defense gobbled it up. 

Yet in every team’s puzzle, there is always the center- 
piece, the linchpin. That man, Bradshaw, accounted for 
nine touchdown passes in his four Super Bowl victories, 
set passing records and won back-to-back MVP 
awards, sponsored by this magazine. 

“| want to be right up there with every quarterback in 
the NFL, because if | am, then my team will be right up 
there,” Bradshaw said. “I lose, | go back to being a dum- 
my.” 


GREG LEMOND Nine months after becoming 

48 the first U.S. cyclist to win the Tour de France, 

W)) creg LeMond was lying bloodied in a Lincoin, 

Calif., field. While turkey hunting, LeMond had 

been accidentally shot by his brother-in-law, 60 pellets 

ripped through his body, damaging his liver and kidney, 

piercing the lining of his heart and collapsing his right 
lung. 

A year and a half later, with 30 pellets still in his body, 
LeMond wore the yellow jersey as the Tour’s victor for § 
the second time in three years. It was a stunning achieve- ¢ 
ment, the bravest in cycling’s long history. q 

He was nothing short of spectacular from 1986. through % R 
1991, when he conquered the Tour de France three times, 5 
overtaking France’s Bernard /Hinault as the top cyclist inthe 2 
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world. LeMond dominated the world of cycling, which led to 
amarked rise in the sport's popularity in the United States. 

European skeptics criticized LeMond for exclusively fo- 
cusing each year on the Tour, thereby saving himself and 
leaving the daily races to the other riders. No detractor, how- 
ever, could deny LeMond the courage and determination 
that engineered his triumphant comeback. 

In this sense, LeMond grew taller than the Pyrenees, the 
French mountain range he pedaled over, like other obsta- 
cles in his life, right on to victory. 

LeMond retired in 1994 due to a rare muscular disease, a 
symbol of his own words, “Cycling is all about pain.” 


LAWRENCE TAYLOR Lawrence Taylor played 
a7 the game of football much the way he lives his life: 
with reckless abandon. 
~ Taylor’s hedonistic approach to hitting the 
quarterback—‘“I'm thinking about how hard | want to hit him 
and how far I'd like to drive him” is how Taylor condensed 
his game during a 1985 SPORT interview—created a revo- 
lution in the way outside linebacker is played. 

LT’s speed and fury from the blind side not only dismem- 
bered quarterbacks, but disrupted opposing coaches’ en- 
tire offensive game plans. More enduring than Taylor's 10 
Pro Bowl appearances or two Super Bowl championships 
is his impact on the game—as a defensive player, oppo- 
nents had to defend against him. He is the only linebacker to 
be named the NFL’s Player of the Year (1986) and the only 
defensive football player to crack our Top 50. 

Taylor and the Giants were in their heyday in the mid- 
'80s, just as Dwight Gooden and Darryl Strawberry were in 
theirs with the Mets, But Taylor, the toast of New York, was 
toasted by the spotlight, by the feeling of invincibility that 
only success in the big city can bring. The cocaine habit 
that landed him in drug rehab during his playing career has 
again cast Taylor in the news, as the object of a recent po- 
lice sting. 

In his book, LT: Living on the Edge, Taylor wrote, “It was 
almost a thrill in itself knowing that people knew what | was 
doing and wouldn’t do a damn thing to stop me.” 


SANDY KOUFAX So you don’t recall what it was 
like for a hitter to face Sandy Koufax in his prime? 
Let us jog your memory. Surely you remember the 
- 1993 All-Star game that featured flame-throwing 
southpaw Randy Johnson striking out John Kruk and mak- 
ing him look silly in the process. Kruk should be thankful he 
didn’t have to face Koufax, who, by comparison, made 
Johnson appear about as imposing as Charlie Hough. 
The Dodgers’ Koufax, who struggled with wildness 
early in his career, was virtually unhittable from 1962 to 
1966, arguably the most awesome five-year span of / 
any pitcher in baseball history; it was certainly the 
most dominant string of seasons by a left-hander. 
In that time, mixing a wicked curve in with his 
blazing fastball, Koufax garnered five ERA ti- 
tles, three Cy Youngs andan MVP. Forhis @ 
career, he hurled a then-unprecedented yo 
four no-hitters. 
“When Sandy’s right,” said team- 


when anybody hits the ball off him. 
I'm surprised when he doesn’t 
strike everybody out.” 

He came close in 1965, fanning a 


then-record 382 batters. The following year, his last, he won 
more games, 27, than any National League lefty this century. 
He accomplished these feats despite pitching with arthritis in 
his pitching arm that forced the 31-year-old to retire while on 
top of his game. 

In 1972, at age 36, he became the youngest player ever 
elected into the Hall of Fame. 


BOB COUSY (pictured) Even as an under- 

= \ graduate at Holy Cross, Bob Cousy was widely 

DP csiebrates as “The Houdini of the Hardwoods” 

for his behind-the-back passes and dapper 

dribbling. So tricky, so inventive, Cousy could almost 
make a basketball flash like a golden coin. 

At 6-1 with sloping shoulders and center-sized 
hands, Cousy invented the point-guard position. Before 
the advent of the shot clock, Cousy, who joined the 
Boston Celtics in 1950, would characteristically freeze a 
late lead by dribbling in spectacular and elusive fashion 
until the game clock expired. Some say Cousy’s clever- 
handed tricks kept the NBA in business. 

Suddenly, in 1954, the 24-second shot clock was es- 
tablished, and the pro game evolved from a brawny half- 
court chess match into a fleet-footed battle of runners 
and gunners. Cousy survived and thrived on therun, 
testing the limits of his remarkable peripheral vision and 
triggering the fearsome Celtics fast break. Couz was the 
NBA's leading assist maker from 1953 to 1960, and his 
passing fancies made the assist a glamorous statistic. 

If passing was Cousy’s primary 

passion, he measured himself 

against the most unforgiving of 

standards. “Whatever the cir- 

f cumstances might be,” Cousy 

sate said, “any pass that fails to con- 

~ re nect is always the fault of the 
e J) )passer.” 


é RICHARD PETTY 
44 When it comes to rec- 
Jognizable profiles in 
American sports, 
Richard Petty just might be at 
the top of the heap. With his 

4 carefully curved cowboy 
hat and gloss-black 
wraparound sun- 
glasses, the Level 
Cross, N.C., na- 
tive is as Ameri- > 


cana as it gets. 6 
But the hum- # 
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bleness of Petty’s trademark smile cannot overshadow his un- 
precedented resume of NASCAR records: 200 wins (second 
best is David Pearson at 105), 127 poles, seven national 
championships, seven Daytona 500 wins and a record 27 race 
wins in one season (1967). 

Born into a successful racing family—Richard’s father, Lee, 
collected 54 wins during an illustrious career and his son Kyle 
races each weekend for Pontiac—few could have guessed 
that he would someday be known to the world as King 
Richard. 

He began racing stock cars in 1959, and the signature Pet- 
ty Blue No. 43 Plymouths were frequent visitors to the winner's 
circle of the budding circuit. Petty’s winning streak served to 
heighten the country’s interest in stock car racing. Thanks to 
his efforts, motorsports has grown into the largest spectator 
sport in America, with NASCAR taking the biggest piece of the 
pie. 


GORDIE HOWE Gordie Howe played his first 

43) NHL game in 1946, the same year our inaugural 

) issue hit the newsstands. He lasted almost as 
long. 

Twenty-five years later, as he was named hockey’s 
representative in SPORT’s 25-year awards, Howe was. 
registering his 22nd consecutive 20-goal season. 

Wayne Gretzky has broken all of his 
significant scoring records, yet Howe’s 
legacy is his longevity. When he finally 
retired from the Hartford Whalers fol- 
lowing the 1979-80 season, Howe 
was 52 years old. He had played 34 
years in the most demanding and bru- 
tal sport on the planet. 

Acombination of toughness, savvy 
and respect enabled Howe to 
be productive at the high- 
est level for the longest 
time in league history. He 
spent his first three sea- 
sons in the NHL carving 
out his “zone,” establish- 
ing his toughness so that 
he could spend the next 
three decades carving up 
opponents. 

Unlike Gretzky, who re- 
lied on teammates to en- 
force respect on his behalf, 
Howe did his own dirty work. 
The result of all his missing 
teeth, scars and broken bones 
was that Howe was named an 
NHL All-Star 21 times in 25 NHL 
seasons. 

The final reward for his longevity 
came during his last season when 
Howe fulfilled a lifelong dream, 
one most thought was unrealistic: 
playing hockey alongside sons 
Mark and Marty in Hartford. 

“The thing you've got to know 
about Howe,” a player on arival 
= team once said, “is that he can do 
& everything better than anybody 
5 else.” 


HIVE 
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WALTER PAYTON (pictured) The most prolific 

43 and artistic soldier ever to battle at Chicago's 

@) Soldier Field, Walter Payton was power and pret- 

ty on the gridiron. Tagged “Sweetness” at Jack- 

son State for his nifty moves, Payton stiff-armed and stut- 

ter-stepped his way to more yardage than any back in the 
history of football. 

He publicly stated that Jim Brown was the greatest, but 
Payton had more moves and, with 16,726, more yards. 

In Payton’s lone Super Bowl appearance, against the New 
England Patriots in 1986, the Bears scored a then-Super 
Bowl record 46 points. Payton’s 61 yards against a defense 
focused on containing him helped terminate the city of Chica- 
go’s long stretch without a championship sports team. 

Payton ran over defenses with his 204-pound frame, 
using his thick legs and wide shoulders. And he played 
with such enthusiasm, you thought you were watching a 
Pop Warner footballer instead of a millionaire pro. 

Sweetness scored 110 touchdowns and still holds the 
single-game rushing record with 275 yards, vs. Minnesota 
in 1977. He enhanced his football prowess with an equal 
amount of personal humility. 

Asa dignified legend, Payton was inducted into the Hall 
of Fame in 1993. He summed up his career accurately: “I'd 
like to be remembered as a guy who stood for total effort.” 


OSCAR ROBERTSON Oscar Robertson was 

4) iy the most accomplished hoopster of his genera- 

) tion. A basketball icon, he was hailed as “The Big 

O” even as a schoolboy in Indianapolis, then as a 

three-time Player of the Year at the University of Cincin- 
nati. 

Robertson’s talents covered an entire ball game from 
tip to buzzer, from backboards to baselines: He could han- 
dle, pass, rebound, shoot from the outlands and score 
from pivot to post. Yet there was nothing fancy about 
him—his game plan was basic and tough and lean. 

When Robertson joined the Cincinnati Roy- 
als in 1960, the rookie scored 30.5 points per 
game and led the NBA in assists. In his prime, 
he was a strong-armed 6-5, 210-pound pow- 
er guard. Nowadays, a triple-double makes 
news. Consider that during the 1961-62 
season, Robertson averaged 30.8 points, 
12.5 rebounds and 11.4 assists a game. 
A furious competitor who cher- 
ished winning aboveallelse, 
Robertson finally secured his 
one and only NBAtitlein 
1971 asa Milwaukee 
Buck. His talents so 
bountiful, his expecta- 
tions so high, nothing 

less than perfection 
could ever please 
him. 
He perpetually 
scowled at oppo- 
nents, atteam- 
mates who blun- 
dered, and at any 
referee who dared 
call a foul or a misdribble on him. For Oscar 
Robertson, winning was everything and life 
| was ametaphor for basketball. 
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MARIO LEMIEUX Whether or not he ever claims 
40 another scoring title or hoists another Stanley 
'y Cup, Mario Lemieux knows he has won back 
something far greater than hockey will ever offer: 

his health. 

Ayear after leading the Penguins to back-to-back Stan- 
ley Cup titles in 1991 and 92, Lemieux was diagnosed with 
Hodgkin's disease, a form of cancer that attacks the lym- 
phatic system. Suddenly, scoring goals became secondary 
to more basic, personal goals. 

“When | found out | had cancer, that became the most 
important thing | had to deal with,” says Lemieux. “Hockey 
was second, and still is second behind my family.” 

That Lemieux, 30, whose name literally means the best, 
successfully battled Hodgkin's into remission is an accom- 
plishment in itself. That he has come back at the level he has 
after missing all of the "94-95 season, finishing second in the 
league in scoring this past season behind teammate Jaromir 
Jagr, is the stuff of dreams. 

Lemieux, who has scored goals at a faster clip than any- 
one in the history of the NHL, will never get his chance to 
challenge the league’s all-time records. Side effects from 
the cancer and chronic back pain will probably never allow 
him to skate a full season again. But don’t feel sorry for 
the man called Super Mario. He knows of his great- - 
ness within and also what it’s like to be without. Y 

“Now every time | step on the ice, | enjoy it,” Lemieux 
says. “It’s asecond chance. A lot of people who suffer ‘ 
never have that.” 


REGGIE JACKSON (pictured) The biggest folk 
ty slugger this side of Babe Ruth, Reggie Jackson 


not only stirred the drink, he got people to drink it. 
He is best remembered for the excesses that 
characterized his career: his ego, his strikeouts and, most 
enduringly, his home runs. 

Jackson battled pitchers, teammates, his manager and 
his boss. Nothing was too big for him, except maybe his 
own head. His shouting matches with manager Billy Martin 
are a staple of baseball highlight films. His World Series ex- 
ploits—Jackson boasts a .357 lifetime Series average—are 
legendary. 

Following stardom with the Oakland A's, Jackson, who 
struck out more times than any player in baseball history, 
played a single year with Baltimore in 1976, before striking 
gold with the Yankees. 

The original Mr. October, Jackson led three of his teams 
(A’s, Yankees, Angels) to 11 division crowns and five titles. 
He forever will be remembered for hitting three home runs 
on three straight pitches for the Yankees in the 1977 World 
Series. 

“He was a tremendous presence,” says Lou Piniella, 
Jackson's former Yankees teammate. “When he walked in- 
to aroom, you knew he was there, and if you didn't, he’d tell 
you.” 


ARTHUR ASHE “I want to be No. 1 without an as- 
2) terisk,” said Arthur Ashe, referring to the demean- 


ing label of “best black tennis player,” though this 
sort of implicit condescension was to be expected 
in the rigid, white-on-white world of tennis. 

Ashe continued to play competitively—he helped the 
U.S. capture three Davis Cup titles—while focusing more 
and more on putting an end to the downgrading of the 
African-American athlete. Along the way, he proved to the 
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tennis world he was no player in need of an asterisk when he 
won the Australian Open in 1970, and Wimbledon in 1975. 

But it was as a dignified activist that Ashe earned his 

Prominent role in not only the sports world, but in life. When 
Ashe first came upon the scene in the ’60s, he was criticized 
for not taking a more militant stance against racism. But as 
time wore on, white and black America came to realize that 
this gentleman had his own way of tackling the demons of 
bigotry. Carefully choosing his words and speaking out only 
when the time was right, Ashe eventually won over his crit- 
ics. 
Certainly ahead of his time, Ashe protested apartheid in 
1985, before it was fashionable, and was arrested for it. He 
protested the U.S. immigration policy toward Haitians 
in 1992. Again, he was arrested. 

When USA Today disclosed that Ashe had contract- 
ed the AIDS virus through a blood transfusion, he was 
again thrust into the role of public spokesman, which 
he handled admirably until his death in February 1993, 3 
atage 49. 

Rebel with a cause. That was Arthur Ashe. 
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HAKEEM OLAJUWON (pictured) The Dream 
Shake is an intricate move that turns normally ag- 
ile, mobile centers into dancing elephants, tripping 
over their own feet . Without warning, it can result 
inajump shot, hook shot, layup or dunk. 

“It first started out as a move on the soccer field in Lagos, 
8 Nigeria,” says the move’s maker, Hakeem Olajuwon. “In soc- 
2 cer, when two people came at me, | would use my body to 
§ keep one away, and use fakes to keep the other guessing. 
You see, that’s The Dream Shake: constant moving that 

keeps the other player constantly guessing.” 

When we think of Olajuwon, we think of the man who one 
minute sounds like an ancient philosopher and the next 
transforms into a playful giant. 

But The Dream Shake is Olaju- 
won’s signature. Like how we know 
Ted Williams for The Swing, Pete 
Rose for The Head-First Slide and 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar for The Sky- 
hook. 

When the Houston Rockets’ 7-0, 

255-pound center first arrived in 
America in 1981, enrolling at the 
University of Houston, pro scouts 
marveled at his ability for picking 
up the sport at age 17 and looking 
like an All-American by age 
21. He was the first pick of 
the 1984 NBA draft, two 
slots in front of Michael 
Jordan. 

Adozen years, 11 All- 
Star game appearances 
and two NBAchampi- 
onships later, they still 
can’t shake him. 


JACKIE JOYN- 
ER-KERSEE 

Greatest fe- 
male athlete?” 


questions Bruce Jenner, 
the gold medalist in the 
decathlon at the 1976 
Olympics. “Jackie 
Joyner-Kersee is the 
greatest athlete in the 
world—male or female.” 
It's tough to figure 
where a woman like 
Joyner-Kersee ranks 
within the male-dominat- 
ed world of sports. The title 
of her book offers an an- 
sswer: A Woman's Place 
is Everywhere. Aman 
like Jenner is canon- 
ized by winning one 
gold medal in a two- 
day competition 20 
years ago. Even 
4% today, Jenner’s 


i face is more 
fF =A % 


NOREN TROTMANM 


recogniz- 


able inthis 


country than the face of the 5-10, 153-pound Joyner- 
Kersee. 

Hard to figure, considering her list of accomplishments 
going into the 1996 Olympics: gold medals at the 1988 and 
*92 Olympics and a silver in ’84 in the heptathlon; gold 
medal in the 1988 Olympics and a bronze in ’92 in the long 
jump. 

“It’s only the tip of the iceberg in terms of what | want to 
accomplish,” says Joyner-Kersee, the recipient of numer- 
ous athletic and humanitarian awards as well. 

At 34, Jackie’s content on just being Jackie. Being the 
best athlete she can be ina man’s world. 


WILLIE SHOEMAKER So accurately does the 

word “legend” describe jockey Bill Shoemaker 

that the final race of his magnificent riding ca- 

reer—a nationally televised event—was officially 
dubbed “The Legend's Last Ride.” 

The date was Feb. 3, 1990; the site, Santa Anita Park in 
Arcadia, Calif., in front of a season-high crowd that urged 
Shoemaker and his mount, Patchy Groundfog, toward the 
wire. Even usually conservative race-caller Trevor Denman 
allowed himself a partisan plea, “Come on, Shoe!” as the 
field straightened for home. Alas, Patchy Groundfog fin- 
ished fourth and, amid a chorus of cheers from his home- 
track crowd, the final curtain fell on Shoemaker’s career in 
the saddle. 

The magnitude of his records is staggering. Forty-two 
years produced the most victories by any jockey (8,833) 
and 1,009 stakes scores. He rode in more than 40,000 
races during a career that ended at age 58, becoming the 
first rider whose mounts won more than $100 million. In- 
ducted into racing's Hall of Fame in 1958, he broke the 
record for most wins in 1970. 

Shortly after earning his trainer's license, Shoemaker 
was involved inatraffic accident thatlefthima 
quadriplegic. He continues as a trainer on the Southern 
California racing circuit. In a recent Daily Racing Form sur- 
vey, Shoemaker still found himself in the winner's circle as 


America’s favorite jockey. 


GREG MADDUx Of today’s untouchables, 

those superstars so dominating in their respec- 

tive arenas that they stand alone, Braves pitcher 

Greg Maddux may be the only one to give you his 
home phone number for an interview. With others, you've 
got to wade through agents and voice mails to get some 
time. As modestly as he accepted his four straight Cy 
Youngs, Maddux hands over the digits. “Give me a call if 
you need anything else,” he says politely. 

Polite is Maddux, even on the mound. He moves the 
baseball in and out like a grandmother knitting a quilt. How 
about a curveball here? A slider would fit nicely over there. 
Sorry about the strikeout. 

Maddux the pitcher is a vicious assassin and a gentle- 
manly professor all rolled into an average frame. At 6-0, 
190 pounds, he can grocery shop without the disguise of 
sunglasses. But with a baseball in his average-sized 
hands, he can undress you like Hugh Heffner. He is an av- 
erage man performing his craft in the most unaverage of 
fashions. 

“I try not to think about the individual stuff,” Maddux 
says. But the “individual stuff” is hard to ignore: more than 
90 wins and an ERA near 2.00 over the past five seasons. 
And the guy’s not even listed in The Official Celebrity Reg- 
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istry of the World's Most Popular Sports Stars. 

No mitt endorsements, a minimal shoe deal and nary a 
billboard outside of Atlanta, Maddux isn’t searching for 
fame. He is searching for the correct mix to be the best pitch- 
er ever, and the search is close to over. 


CHRIS EVERT (pictured) As the torch was ready 

33 to be passed in women’s tennis 25 years ago, Bil- 

lie Jean King was looking around for someone to 

give it to. She found a ponytailed 16-year-old 

named Chris Evert waiting eagerly across the net in the 
semifinals of the 1971 U.S. Open. 

Evert became known as “Chrissie” early in her career 
due to a squeaky-clean image and contagious smile (she 
once wanted to become anun), and she naturally took over 
where King left off. Evert still holds tennis’ longest consecu- 
tive win streak on clay courts—125 matches from August 
1973 to May 1979. 

She truly emerged as one of the greats in tennis with vic- 
tories in both the French Open and Wimbledon in 1974. For 
her efforts, Associated Press lauded her as “Fe- 
male Athlete of the Year,” an honor awarded her in 
1975 as well. 

As time went on, Evert’s steady two-handed 
backhand and grinding, methodical tennis suc- 
cess earned her another nickname: “The Ice 
Queen.” However, simply queen would have ade- 
quately described Evert’s rank in the world of 
women’s tennis. 

It’s been said that Evert was as ladylike as 
Princess Di, but that when she stepped onto the 
court she brought her axe. For 13 straight years, 
she won at least one Grand Slam tournament. For 
13 years, Chrissie was the ultimate lady-killer. 


TED WILLIAMS John Updike, in 

30 SPORT’s 1986 40th-anniversary issue, 

) wrote that Ted Williams was “a link be- 

tween the highly technological players 

of today and the rough-hewn statistical giants of a 
virtually mythological time.” 

The Splendid Splinter’s relationship to the 
epoch of Ruth and Cobb is found in the numbers: 
alifetime .344 batting average, 521 career 
homers, seasons of 145 and 159 RBI. And his con- 
nection with a couple of today’s hitting machinists, 
Frank Thomas and Tony Gwynn, lies in the heedful 
attention paid every pitch thrown. 

No hitter in time combined his brand of power 
with such fastidious, precise bat work, and few, if 
any, were as maligned for their off-field demeanor 
as Williams. Unusually sensitive to criticism, the 
lanky left-handed outfielder mystified fans and the 
media alike with an introverted, yet privately caring 
personality. 

Williams won the AL Triple Crown in 1942, a 
year after he hit .406 and a year prior to taking off 
at age 24 for fighter-pilot duties in World War Il. 
Returning three seasons and 39 missions later, the 
original “Natural” hit .342 with 38 home runs and 
123 RBI despite being walked a league-leading 
156 times. 

After the Korean War took nearly two more full 
seasons away, 1952 and ’53, the Splinter met with 
injury problems through his last seven campaigns, 
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yet he managed to hit at least .345 in five of them, including 
-388 in’57. 

Rather than fading, the obsessive Williams blazed out, 
hitting .316 with 29 homers and 72 RBI at age 42, culminat- 
ing with a dramatic home run blast in his farewell turn in the 
batter's box. 


SUGAR RAY LEONARD Before Muhammad Ali 
defended his heavyweight title against Ken Norton 
)i: 1976, there was one man he wanted to see. Past 
the entourage and into Ali’s inner prefight sanctu- 

ary went 21-year-old Olympic gold medalist Ray Leonard. 
Leonard listened as the champ lectured him about turning 
pro, about trust and about the fight game. Ali congratulated 
him on the gold medal that hung around his neck. Then, on 
his way out the door to face Norton, Ali turned and said: 
“You're gonna be achamp. A great champ. Almost as great 

asme!” 

After the Montreal Olympics, where he was the darling & 
among five U.S. gold medal winners, Sugar Ray beat fighters 2 


oust 
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others thought to be invincible—Wilfredo Benitez, 
Thomas Hearns, Roberto Duran and Marvin Hagler. Along 
the way, he became the biggest gate attraction since Ali 
himself and was the first fighter to earn $100 million. 

The boxing skills Leonard displayed were honed under 
the tutelage of Angelo Dundee at the trainer's Fifth Street 
Gym in Miami—at Ali's recommendation. But the smile 
was all Sugar Ray's. 

The man named for Sugar Ray Robinson fought with 
pomp and circumstance, and with tassels and a photo- 
graph of his son Ray Jr. taped to his sneaker. He bewil- 
dered Duran into uttering the infamous “No mas, No 
mas,” and turned the card on Hearns, who Leonard said 
“can hit like a mule,” in round 14 of their unification bout in 
1981. 

A detached retina knocked Leonard out of boxing for 
five years and 50 days. Then, in 1987, in one of the biggest 
upsets in boxing history, he beat Hagler, who had not lost 
aboutin 11 years, to claim the middleweight title. 

Even by Ali's standards, Leonard had become a phe- 


nomenal champ. 

a) the way a blue-collar worker carries alunch 
pail. No wonder Johnny Unitas was a ninth- 

round draft pick of the 1955 Pittsburgh Steelers and an 

early training-camp cut. 

Unitas had been operating a pile driver and playing 
semipro for the Bloomfield Rams when the Baltimore 
Colts signed him in 1956. Running to the huddle 
for his first NFL start, Unitas tripped and fell 
on his face. 

Far removed from these inauspicious 
beginnings, Unitas went on to win three 
MVP awards, along the way leading 
the Colts to three NFL champi- 
onships. 

Baltimore guard Jim Parker 
once said of Unitas: “We're just 
the bread. He's the butter. Look, if 
| break my arm, we can still play. If 
he breaks his, we're dead.” 

Unitas was the MVP of the 1958 
title game that matched the Colts 
and New York Giants and has tra- 
ditionally been celebrated as the 
greatest football game ever 
played. He engineered a heart- 
pounding two-minute drive for 
the TD that sent the championship 
game into overtime. In OT, Unitas produced 
yet another irresistible proces- 
sion of gutsy passes and as- 
tute play-calling. On the 1-yard 
line, Unitas handed the ball to 
fullback Alan Ameche, who 
smashed into the end zone, 
claiming the championship 
for Baltimore and triggering 
anationwide consumption of 
professional football that continues today. 

A pivotal game for the NFL, but just another workaday 
miracle for Johnny Unitas, who specialized in happy end- 
ings. 


JOHNNY UNITAS He wore a crew cut and in- 
elegant high-top cleats. He carried the football 
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PELE (pictured) Nearly 20 years have passed 

since Pelé scored his last professional goal for the 

New York Cosmos of the now-defunct North 

American Soccer League and nearly 20 more since 
an 18-year-old Brazilian sensation, born Edson Arantes do 
Nascimento, led his country to its first of three World Cup 
championships in four tournaments. There is no denying that 
soccer is a world passion, and there is still no name more 
renowned, no legend greater, than Pelé. 

The man whose autobiography is published in more than 
100 languages is still influencing the game today, albeit with- 
out performing his trademark bicycle kicks. Pelé is still soc- 
cer's ambassador, the inspiration of players around the 
world, 

“I started playing because of Pelé,” says U.S. National 
team member Eric Wynalda. “Every American kid who grew 
up watching him in the NASL wanted to be the next Pelé.” 

But who is this Pelé, whose stage name has no literal 
meaning, called the “Black Pearl" because he is soccer’s 
treasure. 

“Few people know Edson. Edson is the normal person; he 
has defects. One day he is going to be dead,” Pelé told 
SPORT in 1986, “But Peleé...he is never going to die.” 


JOE NAMATH On.New Year's Day 
1965, Sonny Werblin, the owner of 
the New York Jets of the upstart 
American Football League, outbid the 
back Joe Namath to a three-year deal worth 
$427,000, then the largest contract in pro 
football. 

“Glamour,” said Werblin, “begins in 
a f Namath hailed from Beaver Falls, 
}) Pa., by way of Bear Bryant's finishing 
‘ WY), school at the University of Alabama. 
Always a resourceful passer, Namath 
the Kid, and he established the AFL 
as a viable competitor to the NFL, 
thereby creating the necessity of a 

merger between the two leagues. 
math’s practice was to light-foot his 
way back into passing position, ever 
mindful of his damaged knees. With- 
out pausing to plant his rear foot, he 
thwarted by blitzing defenses—a tight spi- 
) ralinto the hands of a streaking receiver. In 1967, 
, Namath became the first QB to throw for more 

than 4,000 yards in a single season. 

swinger back when the Vince Lombardi ethic of 
team, religion and family constituted the pre- 
scribed code of behavior for football players. The 
consummate bachelor went so far as to claim that 
his play. And who else but Broadway Joe had the 
blustery self-confidence to deliberately grow a 
long Fu Manchu mustache, just to shave it off for a 
TV commercial? Namath had the effrontery to live 


NFL's St. Louis Cardinals and signed quarter- 
the backfield.” 

; had the quickest trigger since Billy 

After the ball was snapped, Na- 

whipped—with too rapid a release to be 

Broadway Joe was alsoa high-stepping 

his various sexual escapades actually enhanced 
alife of lavish self-indulgence—and still win. 


4 No win was more unexpected, none more & 
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glorious, than the Jets’ upset of the Baltimore Colts in Su- 
per Bow! IIlI—especially after Namath had brazenly pre- 
dicted victory for the Jets, an 18% point underdog. 

And the lights never go out on Broadway. “I don’t mind 
getting old,” says the 53-year-old Namath, “ ‘cause! get 


better looking every day.” 
a) nightmare for batsmen for 27 seasons. To those 
who faced the right-hander with the 100-mph 
fastball came the unavoidable: the gentle, heavenward 
motion of Ryan’s locked arms; the solid pivot on the rub- 
ber; the brief, tight coil of the left leg high against the chest; 
and then, the explosion. 

What followed was the batter's victimization—a feeble 
swing, the loud pop of the catcher’s glove and an eager re- 
turn to the safety of the bench. 

The man known as The Express parlayed his genetically 
gifted arm, relentless work ethic and the fluid grace of 
his delivery into 324 career victories, a record seven 
no-hitters and 5,714 strikeouts—1,578 more than 
the all-time runner-up, Steve Carlton. He never re- 
ceived a Cy Young Award, yet Ryan owns five of 
the best eight single-season strikeout marks, top- 
ping the list with his 383 whiffs in 73, aseasonin 1 
which he struck out 10 or more batters ina game 
an incredible 23 times. 

In 1978, 31-year- 


NOLAN RYAN The image of Nolan Ryan’s nar- 
rowed eyes glaring from atop the mound was a 


throwing footballs to & 

warm up his arm be- 

fore starts, told SPORT, “I think | can 
pitch four or five more years if | stay 
healthy.” 

Still able to throw the baseball q 
past hitters well into his 40s, Ryan 
was as much scientific oddity as 
dominating pitcher. He struck out 
301 at age 42 and became the old- 
est pitcher ever to throw a no-hitter 
(his seventh) when he blanked the 
Blue Jays in May of 91 asa44- 
year-old. 


EMMITT SMITH 
(pictured) No 
one was more 
surprised than Jim- 

my Johnson that Emmitt Smith was 

still available when the Dallas choice came up in the 1990 
NFL draft. 

The Cowboys’ head coach wanted to trade his first- 
rounder for defensive help, but the savvy football archi- 
tect quickly abandoned that thought when Smith fell into 
his lap at pick No. 21. In taking the running back, the Cow- 
boys not only landed the best player available in the draft, 
they got themselves the best ball carrier of the '90s. 

Naysayers predicted failure for the University of Flori- 
da halfback. At 5-9, 209 pounds, Smith didn’t pass the 
eyeball exam, or, with a 4.4 time in the 40, the stopwatch 
test. “But you can’t put a tape measure around Emmitt’s a 
heart,” said Johnson. = 

In six years, the man who plays through pain has 
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already accumulated more yards than Hall of Famers Jim 
Taylor and Larry Csonka, more touchdowns than Franco 
Harris and Tony Dorsett. And no other running back in NFL 
history has made as sudden an impact as the 27-year-old 
from Pensacola, Fla. 

In six seasons, he’s racked up 8,956 yards, 96 touch- 
downs and three Super Bowl rings. That's 570 yards, 26 
touchdowns and three rings more than all-time rushing 
yardage record-holder Walter Payton had at the same 
point in his career. 

“Payton’s record is a long way ahead, but everything 
worth getting is along way off,” says Smith, who graduat- 
ed from Florida last spring. “I just take things one yard ata 


time.” 
4) “The King” suggests one who is held above all oth- 
ers, one so beloved for spreading greatness to his 
followers. 

When golf was in need of a star, a leader the public 
could embrace, there he was: handsome and strong 
with a flair for the dramatic and a warming de- 
meanor made for television. 

Arnie was an athlete everybody could relate to. 
With his go-for-it attitude, tremendous 
power and engaging smile, Palmer 

_ helped popularize the sport of golf almost 
by himself. This is precisely why tour 


ARNOLD PALMER Among all the nicknames in 
sports, none is as apropos as Arnold Palmer's. 


er golfer in history. Clubhouses bend 
ears when Palmer speaks, and they 
practically salute when he walks through. 

His accomplishments in the game are 


Player of the Year twice, captured four 

Vardon trophies for lowest scoring av- 
erage on tour, and is enshrined in golf’s 
Hall of Fame. There have been 61 wins in 
all, including four at the Masters, two at 
the British Open, and the 1960 U.S. 
Open title. 

But to understand what Palmer has 
meant to the sport he loves, you have to 
understand how he has affected people 
watching. “Arnie’s Army” would go to war 
for him. They've lit cigarettes for him, ex- 

ploded with applause when he sank a putt, 
and occasionally sacrificed their bodies to 
prevent one of his wayward drives from find- 
ing trouble. 

Only a genuinely worshipful army would 
demonstrate such devotion. Only a man like the 
King himself would give so much back to his loyal 


y subjects. 
a) the night he broke Lou Gehrig's consecu- 
tive-games mark. He nodded, blushed an 
trotted onto the field as Camden Yards became a deaf- 
ening tribute to the game’s greatest iron man. 
But that’s just Ripken; you always have to drag hil 
away from humility and into the spotlight. He is a blue-collar = 


CAL RIPKEN JR. His teammates practically 
had to drag Cal Ripken Jr. out of the dugout 
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worker, methodically silent in the manner of a Brooks Robin- 
son. He punches the clock, makes the big plays and then 
disappears into fatherhood. 

Naysayers point to Ripken’s career numbers when his 
name is mentioned with the greats of baseball, but witha 
.277 lifetime average, the most home runs ever by an Ameri- 
can League shortstop and two MVPs, he belongs. 

And Ripken is an athlete of extraordinary skills. He can 
dunk a basketball behind his head with the ease that he can 
turn the double play. 

Starting in the Orioles’ system as an average player, the 
son of a former big-leaguer, he thought: “The best job in the 
world was to be a minor-league player. | had no idea there 
was baseball beyond that.” 

He played more than 8,500 consecutive innings after 
that, and today Ripken remains the only certainty in sports: 
You can pen, not pencil, his name in the lineup card every 
day. 

Baltimore has fielded one shortstop every day since 
1982, one who promises, “I’m not finished yet.” 


ROBERTO CLEMENTE (pictured) A 
23 slashing hitter, dependably brilliant afield, 
8) Roberto Clemente was the first native-born 

Puerto Rican elected into baseball’s Hall 
of Fame. Nobody ever hit a baseball harder than 
Clemente, despite his arthritic spine. And be- 
cause his specialty was rapping line drives 
from one foul line to the other, there were pre- 
cious few fly-ballhomeruns among 
Clemente’s impressive lifetime total of 240. 

In addition to his success in the batter’s 
box, the strength and accuracy of his throwing 
arm shrank the diamond and terrorized base 
runners for 18 seasons. Five times Clemente 
led the NL in assists from his station in right 
field, and eyewitnesses occasionally reported 
fabled howitzer-like throws that traveled in ex- 


cess of 400 feet to nip a foolhardy runner. = 


The often moody Clemente always seemed to 
be at his best when a game was up for grabs, driv- 
ing the Pirates to World Series triumphs in 1960 
and then again in 1971. 

On the last day of the 1972 season, Clemente 
uncoiled his familiar cobra-like batting stance to lash a 
double to right-center field—his 3,000th major-league 
hit. The final image lingers of Clemente standing astride 
second base waving his hands in good cheer as the crowd 
roared its admiration. Nobody realized hit No. 3,000 would 
be his last. 

Shortly after the 1972 season, Nicaragua was devas- 
tated by an earthquake, and Clemente soon proved 
himself more courageous than ever. Much of the in- 
ternational aide that was rushed to Nicaragua had 
been ruthlessly diverted into the personal coffers 
of Anastasio Somoza, the Nicaraguan dictator. 
To ensure that the earthquake victims re- 
ceived relief, Clemente insisted on accom- 
panying a cargo plane carrying food, cloth- 
ing and medical supplies bound for 
Nicaragua. Alas, the plane crashed only 
moments after takeoff in San Juan, and all 
on board were killed. 

Clemente died a martyr’s death anda 
hero to usall. 
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MARTINA NAVRATILOVA Were athletes ordered 

=) by statistics alone, Martina Navratilova would bid 

for the lead on anyone's catalog of all-timers. At her 

peak, her numbers had an absurd quality that you 

relate to a long-ago age, like Ty Cobb batting .420 or Wilt 
Chamberlain averaging 50 points a game. 

We write them off to some unfair advantage—Cobb never 
saw a slider—or as having occurred in what might be called 
the preathletic days—wWilt faced 6-6 centers. But during a 
five-year stretch in the very current mid-1980s, Navratilova 
won 427 of 441 matches and 70 of the 84 tournaments she 
entered. 

In 1984, she lost once. No one wins like that anymore, not 
Gretzky, Montana, Jordan. Navratilova won more singles ti- 
tles than any man or woman. With the aid of her partner Pam 
Shriver, she even ruled doubles. 

And yet if she wasn’t as disliked as her champion Czech 
countryman lvan Lendl, she was for a long time as unloved. 
Navratilova wasn’t as grim as Lendl, but she seemed as for- 
eign. Her muscular 5-8, 145-pound frame and bullying chip- 

and-charge game were in pointed con- 
trast to the patty-cake parabolas of 
baseliners Chris Evert, Tracy 

Austin and Andrea Jaeger. 
E> With her chilled femininity, 
Evert was Navratilova’s 

main foe and button 

pusher. So dominant be- 

came Navratilova, she 

\ defeated Evert 39 of 
=\ theirlast51 matches. 

It didn’t help 

Navratilova’s likability 

any that she was les- 

= bian, a midcareer ad- 

Tt mission that had the 

effect of de-closet- 

ing her best tennis. 

On the day Mar. 

tina wonherg 

record ninth § 
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Wimbledon singles crown in 1990, she celebrated ina way 
that was likely another All-England club first: She hiked into 
the Wimbledon seats and embraced her girlfriend, without 
the slightest reluctance or shame, nor, as it happened, disfa- 
vor. She had become as popular as she was gifted, having 
brought us over on her terms, conceding nothing, which bet- 
tered us both. 


JERRY RICE Rewriting the record books and ex- 
ploiting defenses mapped out to shut him down, 
Jerry Rice lives life in search of perfection. 

Heis first in career receptions, yards and touchdowns. He 
trains like an Olympic athlete, discarding hills and miles like 
sparring partners. He has missed just four games in 11 NFL sea- 
sons. 

Constantly in motion, Rice told SPORT last year, “I don’t 
have the time to reflect on the records, but when I’m older, it’s 
something to look back on and be proud of.” 

At 33, a lock for the Hall of Fame, he has 
played onas the centerpiece of the 
sparkling 49ers offense since coming 
out of Mississippi Valley State in 1985. 
Holding his three NFL title rings and 
countless trophies are hands seeming- 
ly lined with Velcro. 

The meticulous Rice wears an 
ironed uniform, but invariably throws 
wrinkles into even the best-prepared 
defensive game plans. San Francis- 
co players admit to watching Rice 
like a fan even during games. In every 
respect, he is the consummate profes- 
sional. 

“| really don’t want any questions after 
my career is over,” he says. “No regrets.” 


MICKEY MANTLE Mickey Man- 

tle’s majestic talents seemed too 

good to be true. Though graced with 

ahigh-caliber throwing arm and 
blessed with blazing speed—he once was timed 
at an astounding 3.1 seconds from home to 
first—the Mick’s most dramatic gift was his 
brute power from both sides of the plate. 

Mantle was baseball's tragic hero. When 
the Yankees signed him out of Commerce, 
Okla., he'd already been afflicted with os- 
teomyelitis in both legs from playing football in 
high school. He was a rookie in 1951, and 
over the course of the next 17 years suffered 
from frequent muscle tears and assorted bro- 
ken bones, undergoing multiple leg and 
shoulder surgeries. Prior to every ball game, 
his legs were routinely taped from ankle to 
groin. 

Yet there were glorious times when Mantle 
was healthy and unhindered. He won the 
Triple Crown in 1956 and earned three 
American League MVP awards. Andin 
1953, Mantle bludgeoned a pitch far 
and wide and out of Griffith Stadium 
in Washington, D.C. An enterprising 
Yankees publicist figured out that the 
blast had landed 565 feet away, and 
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“tape-measure homers” became a part of baseball’s lexicon. 
Whether he whiffed or launched another extra-large home 
run, Mantle always generated excitement with each mighty 
swing. 

Mantle lost literally hundreds of games to his various in- 
juries, yet he clouted 536 lifetime homers and led the Yan- 
kees to seven championships. His record for total World Se- 
ries home runs remains intact. 

And because his father died of Hodgkin's disease at age 
43, Mantle was forever convinced that he too would die 
young. Perhaps that’s why he habitually abused his body, 
eventually suffering from the effects of alcoholism that de- 
stroyed his liver. When he passed away last year, he died 
with dignity and with a heroic sense of humor. “If ’d known | 
was going to live this long,” Mantle said, “I would've taken 
better care of myself.” 


BOBBY ORR (pictured) He was the Jim Brown 


of hockey, playing above and around and 

through everyone for eight seasons. Bobby Orr 

became a one-man team after arriving in 
Boston in 1966 and raised the dismal Bruins from below 
ice-level. In Orr's first season, the Bruins’ attendance 
jumped by 41,000 fans. 

Orr could check with the goons and handle the puck 

with the playmakers. He spoiled opposing power 

plays almost single-handedly, weaving 

around the rink with the puck stapled to 

his stick. His quickness and speed 

were unmatched, so Orr would dis- 

mantle entire teams with his 360-de- 

gree spins and awesome stick-han- 
dling. 

NHL Hall of Famer Milt 
Schmidt told SPORT in1972, “I 
don’t expect the good Lord to 
make another hockey player as 
good.” 

Pucks flying from his stick usu- 
ally ended up inthe net, orona 
teammate’s stick in a position to 

score. Like all the greats, his timing 
was uncanny. 

Orr redefined his position, setting 
aprecedent for aggressive, offensive- 
.. minded defensemen. By scoring goals 

and piling up assists—he became the 
first player to register more than 100 as- 
sists ina season—Orr led the Bruins’ 
attack, unusual fora defenseman. A 
great leader, he lifted Boston to Stan- 
ley Cup titles in 1970 and ‘72, both 
MVP years for Orr. 

By 1974, his ailing left knee, which 
was operated on six times, prema- 
turely put an end to his stardom at 
age 27. Heretired at 30, having skat- 
ed indelibly into the minds of hockey 
fans everywhere. 


KAREEM ABDUL- 

JABBAR At the time % 
NCAA bigwigs de- 
creed dunking illegal, 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar was 5 
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PLAYER OF THE HALF-CENTURY 


known as Lew Alcindor, a 7-2 college sophomore about to 


embark on a three-year varsity career at UCLA. Denied the 
dunk, Alcindor developed the most lethal offensive weapon 
ever seen on any basketball court—the skyhook. 

The young Alcindor was also blessed with a surprising, 
stork-like grace, and he quickly established his dominance 
over the college game. During his tenure at “LewCLA,” the 
Bruins won 88 games and three NCAA titles. 

“At times he frightens me,” UCLA coach John Wooden 
quipped about his star's size and ability. 

Yet it was in the NBA that Alcindor expanded his talents. 
He became one of the first athletes to publicly embrace the 
Islamic faith, in 1971 becoming Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, 
“Generous and Powerful Servant of Allah.” 

Initially with the Milwaukee Bucks and later with the Los 
Angeles Lakers, Kareem captured six NBA championships 
and the same number of MVP awards. He’d control most 
games from deep in the pivot, using his elbows to carve out 
his turf. But the Big Fella also had some little-man skills, able 
to maneuver the length of the court with his island-hopping 
dribble. 

Kareem finally re- 
tired at age 42 after 
playing 20 NBAsea- £) => 
sons and setting 
career records for 
points scored and 
games played. Even 
now, “The Lord of the 
Rims” remains aman of pro- 
found concerns, a social conscience 
that contributes to Kareem Abdul Jab- 
bar's legacy: 

“My primary interest was always the little 
black kids who were going to suffer because 
they didn’t have enough successful role mod- 
els. | tried to conduct myself so that those kids 
who could dig basketball could also dig me.” 

JACK NICKLAUS (pictured) Few 
sports can claim aclear-cut, single- 
) greatest player of all time. Golf can stake 
claim to Jack Nicklaus. At the age of 19, 
with a victory in the 1959 U.S. Amateur, Nicklaus 
began a career of wins that will never be topped. 

People called him Fat Jack and booed him at 
the ’62 Open, which was played in Arnold 
Palmer’s backyard at Oakmont. But even 
when the young man with the blond crew cut 
defeated the King in an 18-hole playoff to 
capture his first U.S. Open title, few, if any, 
realized the unprecedented level of 
achievement that was to follow. 

Look at the tour wins, the majors— 
hard to believe there are 20 of them, 
nearly twice as many as any other y 
player in golf history—and you begin / 
to realize the magnificence of Nick- _// 
laus. 


“I’m an admirer of Arnold 
Palmer,” said longtime golf ob- 


server Fred Corcoran, “but in my opinion, Nicklaus is golf's 
greatest player of this era. It’s all there in the record. Just 
look.” Amazingly, Nicklaus was 30 at the time. 

And, finally, when you consider his mind-boggling 19 sec- 
ond-place finishes in majors, can there be any doubt who the 
greatest really is? 


WILLIE MAYS Nobody played baseball with more 

sheer delight than Willie Mays. As a rookie with the 

) 4951 New York Giants, Mays was a joyful and vital 

force in making the Miracle of Coogans’ Bluff come 

to pass. Yet Mays couldn't resist the temptation to pause on 

his way home after a ball game and play stickball with the 

neighborhood kids in the streets of Harlem. Willie Mays lived 
to play ball. 

After appearing in 24 All-Star games, Mays still hustled 
like the greenest rookie. At bat, he was a big bopper, pound- 
ing 52 homers in 1965 and finishing with 660 lifetime, third on 
the all-time list. The Say Hey Kid had along, sweeping swing, 
and when Mays hit the ball, the sound was like lightning strik- 
ing atree. 

In the field, Mays popularized the basket catch and made 
impossible grabs look routine. His famous back-to-the-plate 
catch at the Polo Grounds in the 1954 World Series 
robbed Vic Wertz of extra bases and disheartened the 
Cleveland Indians. 

Concluding his glorious 22-year career in New 
York in 1973 with the lowly Mets at age 42, 
Mays batted a humiliating .211 and gimped 
through the late innings. Mays just smiled 
wistfully and said, “All| ever wanted to do 
was to play baseball forever.” 


JULIUS ERVING In Julius 
5 Erving’s hands, the basket- 
) ball was always quicker 
than the eye. Erving played 
the game in different dimensions than 
his peers, swiftly dribbling and running 
and leaping to discover miraculous 
¥ shots that only his imagination could 

* have conceived. 
As acollege player at UMass, Erving 
gained national recognition as “Dr. J” for the 
way he operated near the hoop. He signed as an 
underclassman with the Virginia Squires of the old 

American Basketball Association in 1972 and easi- 

ly led the soon-to-be-extinct league in scoring. It 
was said that Dr. J had more moves than Bobby Fis- 
her. 

He was the ABA's most important gate attraction, 
and while other teams’ star players were routinely 
called “The Franchise,” Erving was referred to as “The 
League.” 

In 1976, the Doctor established his residency in 
|\ the NBA with the Philadelphia 76ers and, as before, 
\\\ whenever he touched the ball, even the most casual 
)\\ fans anticipated delight. And the master rarely dis- 

\appointed. Though aching knees eventually inhibit- 

ed Erving’s youthful flights of fancy, he led the 76ers 2 

\toa championship in 1983. 


Dear Friend, 

I made $9,800 in 24 hours. You may do better! 

‘My name is John Wright, Not too long ago I was flat 
broke. I was $31,000 in debt. The bank my 
car because I couldn't keep up with the . And 
one day the landlord gave me an eviction notice because I 
hhadn’t paid the rent for three months. So we had to move 
out. My family and I stayed at my cousin’s place for the 
rest of that month before I could manage to get another 
apartment. That was very embarrassing. 

Things have changed now. I own four homes in 
Southern California. The one I’m living in now in Bel Air 
is worth more than one million dollars. I own several cars, 

them a Rolls Royce and a Mercedes Benz. Right 
now, I’have a million dollar line of credit with the banks 
and ‘have certificates of deposit at $100,000 each in my 
bank in Beverly Hills. 

Best of all, I have time to have fun. To be me. To do 
what I want. I work about 4 hours a day, the rest of the 
day, I do things that please me. Some days I go swimming 
and sailing—shopping. Other days, I play racquetball or 
tennis. Sometimes, frankly, I just lie out under the sun 
witha good book. love to take ong vacations. Ijust got 
back from a two week vacation from—Maui, Hawaii 

Pm not really trying to impress you with my wealth. All 
Trim ying to d0 here's to prove to you that if ft waar 
because of that money secret I was lucky enough to find 
that day, I still would have been poor or maybe even bank- 
rupt. It was only through this amazing money secret that I 
could pull myself out of debt and become wealthy. Who 
knows what would have happened to my family and me. 

Knowing about this secret changed my life completely. 
It brought me wealth, happiness, and most important of 
all—peace of mind. This secret will change your life, too! 
Tewill give you everything you need and will solve all your 
money problems. Of course you don’t have to take my 
word for it. You can try it for yourself. To see that you 
this secret, 'm vali to give you $20.00 in cash. (Pm 
giving my address at the bottom of this page.) I figure, if 1 
spend $20.00, I get your attention. And you will prove it to 
yourself this amazing money secret will work for you, too! 

Why, you may ask, am I willing to share this secret 
with you? To make money? Hardly. First, I already have 
all the money and possessions I’ll ever need. Second, my 
secret does not involve any sort of competition whatso- 
ever. Third, nothing is more satisfying to me than sharing 
my secret only with those who realize a golden opportu- 
nity and get on it quickly. 

‘his secret is incredibly simple. Anyone can use it. You 
can get started with practically no money at all and the 
risk is almost zero. You don’t need special training or even 
a high school education. It doesn’t matter how young or 
old you are and it will work for you at home or even while 
you are on vacation. 

Let me tell you more about this fascinating money 
making secret: 

ith this crt the money can roll in fst. In some 

may be able to cash in literally overnight. If you 
can k low simple instructions you can get started in a sin- 
gle afternoon and it is possible to have spendable money 
in your hands the very next moming. In fact, this just 
might be the fastest legal way to make money that has 
ever been invented! 

‘This is a very safe way to get extra cash. Itis practical- 
ly risk He. Its not a dangerous gamble. Eventhing you 
do has already been tested and you can get started for 
‘money than most people spend for a night on the town. 

‘One of the nicest things about this whole idea is that 
you can do it at home in your spare time. You don't need 
equipment or an office. It doesn’t matter where you live 
either. You can use this secret to make money if you live in 
a big city or on a farm or anywhere in between. A husband 
and wife team from New York used my secret, worked a 
home in their spare time, and made $45,000 in one year. 

This secret is simple. It would be hard to make a mis- 
take if you tried. You don't need a college degree or even 
a high school education. All you need is a little common 
sense and the ability to follow simple, easy step-by-step 
instructions. I personally know a man from Ne 
‘who used this Secret and made $2 milion in just 3 years. 

You can use this secret to make money no matter how 
old or how young you may be. There is no physical labor 


YOU CAN MAKE UP TO 


$9,800 in 24 Hours! 


Here’s what newspapers and magazines 
are saying about this incredible secret: 


‘The Washington Times: 

The Royal Road to Riches is paved with golden tips. 
National Examiner: 

John Wright has an excellent guide for achieving 
wealth in your spare time. 

Income Opportunit 

The Royal Road to Riches isan invaluable guide for 
finding success in your own back yard. 

‘News Tribune: 

‘Wright's material is a MUST for anyone who con- 
templates making it as an independent entrepreneur. 
Success: 

John Wright believes in success, pure and simple. 
‘Money Making Opportunities: 

John Wright has a rare gift for helping people with 
zo experience make lots of money. He’s made many 
people wealthy. 


California Political Week: 

The politics of high finance made easy. 

‘The Tolucan: 

You'll love... The Royal Road to Riches. It’s filled 
with valuable information...only wish I'd known 
about it years ago! 

Hollywood Citizen News: 

He does more than give general ideas. He gives peo- 
ple a detailed A to Z plan to make big money. 

‘The Desert Sun: 

Wright's Royal Road to Riches lives up to its title in 
offering an uncomplicated path to financial success. 


involved and everything is so easy it can be done whether 
you're a teenager or 90 years old. I know one woman who 
is over 65 and is making all the money she needs with this 
secret. 

‘When you use this secret to make money you never have 
totry to convince anybody of anything. This has nothing to 
do with door-to-door selling, telephone solicitation, real 
estate or anything else that involves personal contact. 

Everything about this idea is perfectly legal and hon- 
est. You will be proud of what you are doing and you will 
be providing a very valuable service. 

It will only take you two hours to learn how to use this 
secret. After that everything is almost automatic. After 
‘you get started you can probably do everything that is nec- 
essary in three hours per. week. 


PROOF 

|, That simply shows your good 
business sense. Well, here is proof from people who have 
put this secret into use and have gotten all the 
‘money they ever desired. Their initials have been used In 
order to protect their , but I have full information 
and the actual proof of their success in my files. 
‘More Money Than I Ever Dreamed’ 

“All I can say—your plan is great! In just 8 weeks I 
took in over $100,000. More money than I ever dreamed 
of making. At this rate, I honestly believe, I can make over 
a million dollars per year. ALR, Providence. RI 
‘$9,800 In 24 Hours? 

“| didn’t believe it when you said the secret could pro- 
sree agit purchased your Hoya Read 0 Rice On be 
were right! I purc! your Royal to Riches. 
basis of your advice, $9,800 poured in, in less than 24 
hours! John, your secret is incredible!” 

J.K., Laguna Hills, CA 
‘Made $15,000 In 2 Months At 22° 

“[ was able to eam over $15,000 with your plan—in 
just the past two months. As a 22 year old girl, I never 
‘thought that I'd ever be able to make as much money as 
fast as I've been able to do. I really do wish to thank you, 


with all of my heart” Ms. EL, Los Angeles, CA 
‘Made $126,000 In 3 Months’ 


“For years, I passed up all the plans that promised to 
make me rich. Probably I am lucky I did—but I am even 


Tknow youare s 


‘more lucky that I took the time to send for your material. 
Itchanged my whole life. Thanks to you, I made $126,000 
in 3 soni S. W,, Plainfield, IN 
“Made $203,000 In 8 Months’ 

“[ never believed those success stories...never bel 
{would be one of them...wsing your techniques ia just 8 
months, I made over $203,000...made over $20,000 more 
in the last 22 days! Not just well prepared but simple, easy, 
fast...John, thank you for your Royal Road to Riches!” 

C.M., Los Angeles, CA 


$500,000 In Six Months’ 

“{’'m amazed at my success! By using your secret I 
made $500,000 in six months. That's more than twenty 
times what I've made in any single year before! I’ve never 
made so much money in such short time with minimum 
effort. My whole life I was waiting for this amazing mir- 

! ight.” 
acle! Thank you, John Wright B.S. Mclean, VA 


AAs you can tell by now I have come across something 
pretty good. I believe I have discovered the sweetest little 
money-making secret you could ever imagine. 
Remember—I guarantee it. 

Most of the time, it takes big money to make money. This 
is an exception. With this secret you can start in your spare 
time with almost nothing. But of course you don’t have to 
start small or stay small. You can go as fast and as far as you 
wish, The size of your profits is totally up to you. I can't, 
{guarantee how much you will make with this secret but I can 
tell you this—so far this amazing money producing secret 
takes the profits from most oter ideas look ike peanuts! 

Now at last, I've completely explained this remarkable 
secret in a special money making plan. I call it “The Royal 
Road to Riches”. Some call it a miracle. You'll probably 
call it “The Secret of Riches”. You will leam everything 
you need to know step-by-step. So you too can put this 
amazing money making secret to work for you and make 
all the money you need. 

To prove this secret will solve all your money problems, 
don't send me any money, instead postdate your check for a 
‘month and a half from today. I guarantee not to depositit for 
45 days. I won’t cash your check for 45 days before I know 
for sure that you are completely satisfied with my material. 


$20.00 FREE! 

‘There is no way you can lose. You either solve all your 
money problems with this secret (in just 30 days) or you 
get your money back plus $20.00 in cash FREE! 

Do you realize what this means? You can put my sim- 
ple secret into use, Be able to solve all your money prob- 
Jems. And if for any reason whatsoever you are not 100% 
satisfied after using the secret for 30 days, you may retum 
‘my material. And then I will not only return your original 
UNCASHED CHECK, but I will also send you an extra 
$20.00 cashiers check just for giving the secret an honest 
try according to the simple instructions. 

I GUARANTEE IT! With my unconditional gua 
antee, there is absolutely NO RISK ON YOUR PART. 

To order, simply write your name and address on a 
piece of paper. Enclose your postdated check or money 
order for $29.95 and send it to: 

JOHN WRIGHT 

Dept. 261 

3340 Ocean Park Blvd. 
Suite 3065 

Santa Monica, Ca. 90405 


But the supply of my material is limited. So send in 
‘your order now while the supply lasts. 

If you wish to charge it to your Visa, MasterCard or 

jover_be sure 10 include your account number and 
expiration date. That's all there is to it. I'l send you my 
material right away by return mail, along with our uncon- 
itional guarantee. 


SWORN STATEMENT: 


“As Mr. John Wright's accountant, I certify that his, 
assets exceed one million dollars.” Mark Davis 
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PLAYER OF THE 


From season to season, Erving was defined on and off the 
court by his grace under pressure and his amiable genius, a 
true ambassador of basketball. 

There were two doctors who shaped the sport. The first 
was Dr. James Naismith, but all he did was invent the game. 
It was Dr. J. who made basketball an art. 


CARL LEWIS (pictured) “All you can do is accel- 

4 erate to full speed and try to decelerate the least.” 

So says Carl Lewis, who accelerated to full 

speed in 1978, and he hasn't slowed down since, 

hanging eight gold medals around his neck from three Sum- 
mer Olympics. 

Lewis dominated the XXIII Olympiad in Los Angeles, win- 
ning four golds. However, instead of becoming the public's 
darling, Lewis was nearly booed off the Coliseum track. Hav- 
ing already clinched the long-jump gold, he passed on his 
last four attempts to break the world record to save energy 
for upcoming sprint events. 

Four years later in Seoul, his thunder was stolen by Cana- 
dian sprinter Ben Johnson’s steroid disqualification. Al- 
though Lewis was later awarded the gold medal and his own 
world record in the 100 meters, his claim to the title “World’s 
Fastest Human” rung hollow. 

Lewis’ biggest disappointment came at the 1991 World 
Championships in Tokyo. After reeling off four of the seven 
best long jumps in history, including a leap of 29 feet, 14 
inches—1% inches short of the world record—fellow Ameri- 
can Mike Powell shattered Bob Beamon’s 23-year-old mark 
minutes later. That Lewis came back to defeat Powell in the 
1992 Olympics, and that he had not lost’a long-jump compe- 
tition in more than a decade, are but mere footnotes in track- 
and-field history, 

But King Carl's career is not so much about disappoint- 
mentas it is about overcoming adversity, the adversity gen- 
erated by expectations put upon the greatest track-and-field 
athlete of our time, And as he heads into his fourth Olympics, 
Lewis has yet to decelerate. 


HALES C 


= WILT CHAMBERLAIN When Eddie Gottlieb 

8) owned the Philadelphia Warriors in the fledgling 

'_} days of the NBA, he believed he could sell tickets 

only by presenting some sort of basketball curiosi- 

ty. In 1959, Gottlieb signed Wilt Chamberlain, ahometown 

hero from Overbrook High and an All-American scoring 
colossus at the University of Kansas. 

They called him “Wilt the Stilt." He was measured at pre- 
cisely 7-1%s. Wilt soon proved to be the ultimate dread- 
nought, leading the NBA in scoring in his rookie year with 
37.6 points a game. And for atime, Philadelphia was the cen- 
ter of the basketball universe. 

Wearing his familiar accoutrements—an orange head- 
band, knee-length socks and a rubber band around his left 
wrist—Wilt would claim possession of the pivot. As unmov- 
able as the Statue of Liberty, he snatched the incoming pass 
with one monstrous hand, then dribbled once, twice, looking 
to spin and dunk. 

Many NBA watchers thought him a selfish performer, in- 
terested only in accumulating his own outlandish numbers. 
So in 1968 he became the only center ever to lead the NBA in 
assists—proving he was a bona fide athlete and not merely a 
pituitary goon. Eleven times Chamberlain was the NBA's 
leading board man, and his single-game record of 55 re- 
bounds remains intact. 

Through it all, Wilt was always proud to be who he was, 
yet also saddened by his own inherent otherness. “Nobody,” 
Wilt Chamberlain said, “ever roots for Goliath.” 


BILLIE JEAN KING Before Billie Jean King, 
women's sports were as prim and decorative 
as a parasol. King served hard and rushed the 
net like a,.like a.. all right, like a man, She could 
be ill-tempered and profane; no one ever called Billie 
Jean King a pixie, though her sacked opponents certain- 
ly had a few other words for her. 

Her first Wimbledon singles title earned King a SO£ 
gift certificate, redeemable at a tennis wear shop. Un- 
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COORS FIELDS 


Grapefruit, Just hanging there for you to swat like a big 
THE WIND IS BLOWING round pitata. You might not get this chance again. Afier 


all, it's Coors Field”, where the air is your friend, And who 


ouT TO LEFT, 
knows, your next game will probably be at Tiger Stadium? 


AND YOUR BUDDY’S where the outfield is so deep you have to change 
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World Series Baseball™ II 


ABOUT THIS BIG. 
hhas all 28 Major League’ 


ballparks, replicated in 


3-D detail so accurate 


you can practically see 
the peanut shells in general admission. Not to mention all 
the teams, players, rosters, stats, ratings-heck, even 
their photos as they're 
announced at the plate. 
Its all here. Along with 
five different ballpark 
perspectives, off-the-bat 
camera angles, CD stereo sound. You know, icing on the 
cake stuffthat makes World Series Baseball” II so real, you 
expect to see commercials between innings. But you 
won't. Thank goodness. 
For more info, visit 
Sega's web site at 
hup://soww.sega.com 
or on Compuserve at 
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PLAYER OF THE HALF-CENTURY 


happy with such a pittance, King simply created the 
women’s professional tennis tour. 

What became of it? In 1971, only five years after the 
crumbs she received for her first Wimbledon, King 
earned $100,000 in prize money, becoming the first fe- 
male athlete to reach that figure. (Last year, leading 
money winner Steffi Graf pocketed $2.5 million.) It 
turned out that King had not just birthed women’s ten- 
nis, but the larger landscape that is now women’s ath- 
letics. 

King would win 39 Grand Slam events in singles, 
doubles and mixed doubles, including a still-standing 
record of 20 Wimbledon titles; she founded team ten- 
nis, a great idea that never quite caught on; her wom- 
en’s advocacy continues at age 50. But it was her vic- 
tory over Bobby Riggs in 1973 that is the most remem- 
bered of King’s career. Though outrageously hyped 
and played as spectacle, a forerunner of the Skins 
Game, King’s straight-set handling of the 55-year-old 
Riggs was serious doings, a match race between the 
forces of feminism and chauvinism. With her win, King 
changed the way we watched women, and why we 
watched them. 
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PETE ROSE (pictured) A good bet for the 
1 Hall of Fame? Pete Rose was holding a royal 
n) flush back in 1985 after taking an Eric Show 

offering the other way for his 4,192nd hit, an 
all-time record. At the time, proclaiming Rose a lock 
for the Hall was a bigger understatement than saying 
he played baseball with the enthusiasm that charac- 
terized his 24-year career. 

Amember of Cincinnati's Big Red Machine—arguably 
the most potent everyday lineup in baseball history—Rose 
was the heart and soul of three championship teams. The 
only man to have played in at least 500 games at five posi- 
tions, Rose to this day holds major-league records for hits 
(4,256), singles (3,215), at-bats (14,053), games played 
(3,562), seasons with 200 or more hits (10) and belly slides 
into second base, stretching routine singles into hustle 
doubles (a lot). 

“| play baseball the way the old-timers played: to 
have fun,” the man nicknamed Charlie Hustle once 
said. “Enthusiasm is what keeps you in the game.” 

The bitter irony for Rose is that his enthusiasm for 
another endeavor—gambling—is what now keeps 
him out. Rose admittedly bet on football and horses, 
and when a 1989 investigation concluded that he had 
wagered on baseball as well—perhaps on the Reds, 
the very team he was managing—he was banned from 
the sport for life. 

It is as a tarnished idol that Rose eagerly awaits a 
lifting of the ban and subsequent invitation to Cooper- 
stown, which has welcomed men who have commit- 


ted far greater evils. 
ny and wondrous rebounder. But Russell could 
neither shoot nor dribble. That’s why the pre- 
vailing wisdom among the NBA's pundits was that 
Russell was a bad risk out of the University of San 
Francisco, where he had led the team to 55 consecu- 
tive wins and back-to-back NCAA titles. 

Celtics coach Red Auerbach understood that Rus- 
sell’s genius for defense made him nothing less than a 
basketball revolutionary. Even as a rookie in 1956, 
Russell proved to be much stronger than his thin 
physique suggested. He played defense above the 
rim, keying Boston to its first-ever championship. 

For 13 glorious seasons, Russell and his Celtics 
playmates demonstrated forevermore that profes- 
sional basketball championships are won with de- 
fense. 

On offense, the Celtics featured hotshot scorers 
like Bob Cousy and Sam Jones, so Russell mostly 
stayed out of the way. Even so, he found several un- 
obtrusive ways to score (15.1 average lifetime), pri- 
marily by scouring the offensive boards. He was a fe- 
rocious rebounder, snatching a lifetime average of 
22.5 per game. 

One day toward the end of Russell's career, he was 
tutoring a brash rookie in the theory and practice of 
playing defense when The Master suddenly flubbed 


BILL RUSSELL Young Bill Russell was 6-9 
and a tensile 215 pounds, a stifling defender 


an easy rebound. The foolish rookie snickered and ,, 


said, “Good hands.” 

Onlookers gasped at the rookie’s audacity. But Bill 
Russell merely smiled, saying: “Good enough, young 
fella. I’ve got 10 fingers and 11 rings.” 
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JOE MONTANA (pictured) Off the field, he’s 
anonymous. He doesn’t look intimidating, never 
did. His motto: Weightlifting is for linemen, and 
preparation, that’s for Jerry Rice. No sir, I'lljust 
waltz onto the field, pour it all out, and limp away a winner— 
limp away Joe Montana—every Sunday. 

Performing like an immortal come playoff time, Montana, 
the 82nd pick in the 1979 draft out of Notre Dame, owned the 
postseason like no other. And few team leaders in any sport 
had his nerves in crunch time. 

Take the Super Bow! comeback win in 1989 against the 
Cincinnati Bengals. With the game on the line, Montana 
jogged onto the field with coach Bill Walsh’s instruction, 
snapped down his chin strap and stepped into the huddle to 
see a collection of rattling knees and dry throats. Joe looked 
up into the stands and, without missing a beat, said, “Hey, 
isn’t that John Candy up there?” Nervous chuckles. Then, in 
11 plays, he calmly marched San Francisco 92 yards down 
the field en route to the third San Francisco championship of 
the decade. 

But what about all the talent surrounding this skinny kid 
from Monongahela, Pa.? What about Rice, Roger Craig, Brent 
Jones? Without them and that great Bill Walsh playbook, 
Montana would’ve been just another quarterback, right? 

Explains current 49ers QB Steve Young, “The system 
didn’t make Joe Montana; Joe Montana made the system.” 

y began his methodical pursuit of Babe Ruth’s sup- 
posedly untouchable record of 714 lifetime 
home runs. 

At 6-0, 170 pounds, Aaron was not the classic slugger, 
but he generated his home run power with quick wrists that 
whooshed the bat through the strike zone. 
He performed with a quiet consistency, av- 
eraging 32 round-trippers (and copping 
four National League home run titles) over 
his 23-year career. But Aaron was more 
than a slugger, also winning two batting ti- 
tles and hitting .305 lifetime. 

When it became apparent that Ruth’s 
home run record was in jeopardy, Aaron 
began receiving hate mail and death 
threats from racist fanatics who believed it 
inappropriate for a black man to displace 
the legendary Sultan of Swat. To protect 
his well-being, an embittered Aaron was 
compelled to travel with several body- 
guards close at hand. The entire experi- 
ence culminated on April 8, 1974, when 
Aaron struck his record-smashing 715th 
homer against the Dodgers. On this his- 
toric occasion, the commissioner of base- 
ball, Bowie Kuhn, was noteworthy in his 
absence, having delegated a black assis- 
tant to be his personal representative. 

Aaron, who retired in 1976, has since 
found his smile and has crusaded against 
the racial discrimination he feels is rampant 
in the hierarchies of the national pastime. 

“Baseball has taught me alot,” Aaron 
once said. No matter how many home runs 
had been hit and “regardless of how much 
money | made, | was still a Negro.” 


HENRY AARON Skinny 20-year-old Hank Aaron 
hit 13 four-baggers as a rookie shortstop, and so 
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WAYNE GRETZKY Wayne Gretzky isn’t the fastest 


skater on his team. He’s not strong like most NHL 
stars, but no one will ever mistake him for anything 

» but the best. 

The talent is subtle, albeit unearthly. But the numbers he’s 
produced with those skills are mind-boggling. Gretzky holds 
every offensive mark in the NHL record books. 

Although at age 35 he’s going relatively quietly in St. Louis, 
there is no debating the greatest hockey player of all time. No- 
body sits in bars and argues that somebody, Bobby Orr or 
Gordie Howe or Mario Lemieux, was better than Gretzky in his 
prime. Fora stretch of ice time from 1981 to 1990, Gretzky led 
the NHL in every offensive category this side of penalty 
minutes. 

He wears number 99 and sets up shop behind the net. He'll 
slide the puck calmly onto a teammate’s stick from either side, 
snake in a goal with a wrap around the post, or even shoot the 
puck off the back of a goalie and into the net. 

In Edmonton, he put hockey on the map, winning 
four titles as the Oilers’ captain from 1984 to’88. “We 
don't seem to have heroes,” Gretzky said of Canadians 

early in his career. “If|’m the first, | hope I’m not the 
| last.” In Los Angeles, he put the sport on television and 


into the mainstream, carrying 
- the Kings to their only Stanley 
be, Cup appearance in franchise 
deg history. 
\ rte, I) Hockey could’ve made it 


i yY without Gretzky, but it 

\ ” would've taken a miracle. 
As apopular bumpe 
stickerreads: Jesus 
Saves, Gretzky Scores. 
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LARRY BIRD (pictured) In one of the many great 
xy battles the Detroit Pistons and Boston Celtics 


waged in the Eastern Conference playoffs in the 
1980s, this was The Move. 

Larry Bird, long, curly hair falling near his pale shoul- 
ders, had Detroit’s Bill Laimbeer on his bony hip. “I’m go- 
ing to hit a fade-away three on you,” Bird called out as he 
butted Laimbeer three feet in front of the three-point arc. 
Bird’s sneaky quickness and smarts allowed him to 
bounce the ball around his back, shuffle behind the line 
and toss up an ear-level jumper that left his green Con- 
verse shoes tip-toeing the Garden’s rickety floor. 

Swish. 

“I told you | was going to do that,” Bird called out to 
Laimbeer as he jogged up the court, a hick-town smile on 
his face. 

Bird, along with Magic Johnson, stormed onto the NBA 
scene in 1979 and breathed life into a stale league. Bird 
beat out Magic for Rookie of the Year in 1979-80, kicking 
off the professional rendition of their one-upmanship— 
Johnson's Michigan State team had beaten Bird and Indi- 
ana State the year before for the NCAA title. 

Filling big shoes—Cousy, Russell and Havlicek’s—Bird 
was the fundamental Celtic, carrying on the Boston tradi- 
tion of team play. The Bird era added memorable chapters 
to the storied history of the franchise, hanging another 
three banners along the Boston Garden rafters. His trade- 
mark jump shot should be a museum piece; the leather 
sneakers probably are. 

He banged the old-fashioned way, but he was a trend- 
setter in both unselfish play and psychological warfare. It 
was said that Bird trash-talked more than any NBA player, 

,. but fans were content to think that his game did most of 

his talking. And they were right. 

Diving for loose balls, his fingers became disfigured, 

8 and his back will probably never heal—Bostonians say he 

4 carried the team, but Bird would rather heap compliments 

upon teammates like Kevin McHale and 

Robert Parish. For 13 seasons, Larry Bird 

gave us all something unforgettable: a 

piece of himself. 


MAGIC JOHNSON (pic- 
@:: For his first trick, 


-VELIPOFSK) 


Earvin “Magic” Johnson 
saved basketball. Saved it 
from the dopeheads and cranks who 
wrecked it in the '70s. He smiled on it, 
with a grin that opened up like an accor- 
dion. Then he hugged it, the way he hugged 
the most dour, distant genius of the time, his 
new teammate Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, riding him 
into the locker room after Kareem’s buzzer-beat- 
ing hook won Magic's first game as 
apro. Johnson proceededto 
flashlight the Lakers to the 
NBA championship, gig- 
gling into the tip-off cir- f 


cle to replace an in- 

jured Abdul-Jabbar 
for the clinching 
Game 6 like 


achild ‘ 


allowed to steer the car for a few blocks. He composed 
the best-ever single-game NBA Finals performance, a 42- 
point, 15-rebound, seven-assist creation that fixed his 
legend for all time. 

Later that summer, he went out and turned 21. 

What came after was merely the construction of the 
present-day NBA. Johnson's rivalry with Larry Bird was 
the NBA's main event throughout the ’80s and resurrected 
the sagging league. In the era of the skywalker, Magic 
made it cool to pass. But Johnson's greatest distinction 
was his leadership, and how exactly do you explain the 
way aman leads? Even less clear is how to determine 
when he’s doing it. 

The best evidence is in the bio: In all, Johnson took the 
Lakers to nine dates in the NBA Finals in 12 seasons, five 
of them victorious, a continuum of winning not matched 
by acontemporary athlete in a team sport. 

Forced from the NBA at age 32 by his contraction of 
HIV, Magic returned last February after four anda half 
years off. Blockier, slower, less effective—older—he still 
compelled you to watch him, to edge forward when he 
broke downcourt with that mashing dribble and those 
lancing eyes, anticipating his next bit of sorcery in the off- 
ing. 

He called it off after the season, citing a wish to return 
to his business interests. It was accepted, though, that 
Magic had quickly tired of a new generation of players 
who didn’t share his commitment. He was for a different 
time. By all means; he was for all time. 


JIM BROWN Trying to unmask the seemingly 
@:=: running back Jim Brown was as diffi- 


cult as bringing him down. By 1964, he had led 
the NFL in rushing eight straight seasons, as- 
serted that Cleveland owner Paul Brown suppressed the 
individual, and appeared with a constant glare and wrin- 
kling about his forehead. 
“As Jim Brown's understudy, | see him like nobody else 
does,” Charlie Scales, the 
Browns’ second-string 
running back, told 
SPORT the season 
before Brown walked 
away from the game 
he had dominated 
like no other gridiron 
runner in history af- 
ter Cleveland’s 1964 
NFL championship. 
“In the strictest sense 
of the word, I study under 
Jim, and it’s an education 
money couldn't buy. | observe 
him, analyze him, copy 
him. Jim has great size 
and great speed, great 
balance and great pow- 
er, great agility 
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PLAYER OF THE HALF-CENTURY 


and great stamina. But these are all natural endowments 
which every superior athlete possesses to a certain de- 
gree. It’s the way Brown uses what he has that sets him 
apart.” 

Brown called the shots, perhaps explaining the friction 
between star and owner. He practiced on his terms, yet he 
never missed a game in nine seasons. There is no debat- 
ing his greatness, which produced 5.2 yards per carry and 
104.3 yards per game. 

Brown finished his career the holder of 11 NFL records, 
but records weren't of value to him. He sidestepped pub- 
licity for the most part during his playing days, just as, on 
his favorite run from scrimmage—the quick flip to the full- 
back wearing number 32—he sidestepped most every- 
body else. 


JACKIE ROBINSON 
Though history will forever re- 
3) member Jackie Robinson as 
the man who broke base- 
ball's color barrier in 1947, his 
skills and style of play were 
nearly as revolutionary. 

Astar in both baseball 
and football at UCLA, 
Robinson possessed the 
strength to muscle 
baseballs around the 
ballpark with the top 
Dodgers sluggers of 
the era. And his ag- 
gressive, often wild 
baserunning and 
daredevil plays at 
second base thrilled 
spectators. 

He won over base- 
ball in his first season, 
being named 1947's 
Rookie of the Year. After 
the 1952 World Series, 
Robinson walked through 
the victorious Yankees 
clubhouse and directly up to 
New York prodigy Mickey Man- 
tle. Startled, for it was his first 
confrontation with a black person, 
an astonished Mantle looked up. 
“You're going to be a great player in this 
league someday,” Robinson told him. 

Six times the Dodgers won pennants with Robinson ig- 
niting the team, stealing home almost routinely. All the 
more significantly, he displayed the patient reserve and 
mature intelligence needed to face the critical white world 
of baseball. 

“Jackie Robinson thus became the first great figure in 
one of the extraordinary revolutions in American life, the 
coming of the black athlete into the mainstream of Ameri- 
can sports,” wrote David Halberstam in SPORT. “It was a 
revolution within itself, the dramatic change in so short a 
time for one institution—sports—but it was central to the 
broader revolution that was taking place, the civil-rights 
® revolution that followed it. For as blacks were excelling on 
he playing fields, it became harder and harder to deny 
5, them a place elsewhere and to say that they were not wor- 


thy of atrue place in the sun.” 

Jackie Robinson passed away in 1972, at age 53, from 
hypertension and diabetes, an athlete surely worthy of his 
place in the sun. 


MUHAMMAD ALI (pictured) Float like a butterfly. 

2 Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr., pretty face and all, in- 

) deed floated. He floated in the ring, gracefully and 

fluidly, with the speed of a lightweight. Up and un- 

der the cut of Sonny Liston, skipping out of George Fore- 
man’s reach, dancing and prancing around a frustrated Joe 

Frazier. 

Acreative wordsmith, Ali floated outside the ring. Al- 
though shy with the girls, he floated through interviews with 
self-promotion and comic relief. He buzzed through life with 

such enthusiasm that we despise his acquired 

Parkinson’s—though the disease hasn't stolen 

an ounce of his good nature—for what it 
has done to the Champ. 

After becoming Muhammad Ali in 
1964, he floated around the world 
with tassels circling his boots, 
boxing and winning in coun- 

tries most of us only dream 
about. 

Ali told SPORT’s Dick 
Young, “When I'm 

through fighting, you 

and the other writers 
are going to have to go 
back to covering fights 
in Yankee Stadium 
and Madison Square 
Garden instead of all 
these glamorous 
places | take you to.” 
Manila, Zaire, and 
Malaysia all were back- 
drops to his wondrous 
global takeover. He 
smiled and laughed his 
way into money, fame and 
respect. People adored this 
champ like no other athlete be- 
fore or since. For two decades 
he reigned, and his words rang 
throughout every kingdom on the 
map. 
He was 25 when he floated into his 43- 
month exile from the boxing world after refusing in- 
duction into the U.S. Army. Many observers and boxing crit- 
ics claim he was never the same shining man or the same 
skipping, vicious boxer upon his return. 

Sting like abee. 

For more than two decades, from 1960 to 1981, Ali stung 
every heavyweight fighter from Liston to Ken Norton. It’s 
been said that Ali retired more boxers than social security. 

No boxing fundamentalist, Ali invented a personal style. 
He found vulnerability in opponents with his fast hands and 
ring intellect. He invented the Rope-A-Dope, covering up, let- 
ting his opponent punch himself out, and then unleashing an 
onslaught of stinging jabs followed by a pounding right hook. 

By taking 440 punches from Frazier in the Thrilla in Manila 
(he won by decision), Ali proved his toughness. 

Stealing his words, Ali was the greatest. 
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Jordan’s Unrivaled Impact and 
g Achievement in Sports Earns 
Him Our Highest Honor. 
Here, Two Perspectives on 
Our ayer of the Half-Century 
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PLAYER OF THE HALF-CENTURY 


By Bob Verdi 


If Michael Jordan can change directions in midair, 
he certainly can change his mind. 

We toss that thought out at the start of this essay 
on The Magnificence of Michael only because 
we assumed that, by 1996, any reflections on his 
basketball greatness would be past tense. 

Yes, he fooled us too. 

As a member of the Scottsdale Scorpi- 
ons in the Arizona Fall League, Jordan 
was munching a hotdog and | 
requesting a cigar frommea | 
half-hour before game time ‘ 
one October afternoona 
couple years ago. 

“Isn’tthis great?” 

Jordan said. “Can’t do 
this in the NBA.” 

Of course, Michael 
returned to the 
Chicago Bulls—for 
whom he had ac- 


more. Baseball & 
purists whined that 
Jordan somehow 
desecrated our 
national pastime by 
daring to dabble in it. 
Ironically, when 
owners canceled the ¥ 
World Series because 
of the strike, Jordan 
became the best goodwill 
ambassador for that 
sport too. . 

But Jordan belongs in short < 
pants, soaring above the rim and the 
competition. He was secure enough to 
dare humble himself in another game, then 
honest enough to return to the NBA, fully expressing 
appreciation for what he had left behind. There 
existed a certain sense of tedium that vexed him and 
provoked his premature retirement from basketball. 
He never did deny broaching the idea with manage- 
ment about arriving every March so as to prepare for 
the playoffs. 
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But this past season, in which the Bulls broke the 
70-victory barrier, we saw a rejuvenated Jordan. He 
says he’s having more fun than ever, and the rest of 
the NBA should feel free to take that as a warning. 
At age 33, he levitates as though he could play until 
43. All the better to reinvent himself, and that’s a 
case opponents didn’t heed 


second warning, just 
the first. 
We should have known about his 
unbridled zeal. Early in Jordan’s 
second year, he incurred an 
injury that really should 
have shelved him for the 
duration. The front office, 
the coaches, whomever 
else Jordan wouldn’t 
listen to, cautioned 
} him to stay away, to 
m erronthe side of 
discretion. Michael 
would have none of 
| it. He came back, 
sy without a note from 
his doctor. 
The next season, 
f 1986-87, Jordan 
averaged 37.1 
points per game. 
Chicago, the city of 
broad shoulders and 
narrow trophy cases, 
embraced another 
superstar to join a galaxy 
that included Walter 


Banks. Then the Bulls defied 
the local curse and wontoo., 
Three titles in succession. Now § 
wherever Michael and the Bulls go, they 2 = 
are the ticket. 

Alot has changed along America’s athletic 2 
landscape, much of it for the worse. Fans are infinitely 5 8 
more skeptical of the players, and the performers z 3 
have less interest in their audiences. Nobody believes » 
anybody anymore. Athletes are more loyal to their 3 
unions than their uniforms. Unrequited love is the ” 
theme, at increased prices. (CONTINUED ON PAGE 58) 
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PLAYER OF THE 


HALF-CENTURY 


By Sam Smith 


Perhaps the greatest irony about Michael Jordan’s 
basketball career is that he quit, at least temporarily, in 1993 
when he went on hiatus to professional baseball for about 18 
months. Because what has defined Jordan 
perhaps more than any athlete of his time, or any other, has 
been amanic, driven 
competitiveness that 
never forasecond, 
foranano-second, 
allowed him to give up, 
to give in to defeat. 

It certainly is the fire 
that helped ignite Jor- 
dan into probably be- 
coming the greatest ev- 
er to play his sport and 
undoubtedly the most 
famous athlete in Amer- 
ican team sports histo- 
ry, aflame that burns to 
this day in Jordan's tri- 
umphant return to the 
NBA. 

Forit asjustafew 
months u_o, as Jordan 
sat on the bench 
watching his team- 
mates, led by Scottie 
Pippen, make a mock- 
ery of another sup- 
posed contest, that the 
essence of Jordan’s in- 
ternal drive once again 
showed. Pippen, who 
haa remarkably been 
starting to receive fa- 
vorable comparisons to 
Jordan as a player, had 
come swooping in from 
the left wing, rose up just after crossing the foul line extended, 
floated toward the basket in the move Jordan popularized on 
posters throughout the adolescent bedrooms of the world, and 

“then slammed the ball through the netting with monstrous fe- 
‘ocity. 

The players on the Bulls’ bench rose up in joyous celebra- 

)n, and when they sat back down, reserve Jack Haley turned 

Jordan on the bench to marvel at the play. “That was nothing 
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special,” Jordan snapped. 

For some, that would seem to be jealousy or envy, but for 
Jordan, whose life isa game ona treadmill, it’s merely a manifes- 
tation of the drive that made him the greatest in the game. 

Others have been able to jump higher, or as high. In 
fact, during 
reaction, speed 
} and jumping tests 
in Bulls preseason 
physical exams, 
Jordan rarely 
tested out as 
the best. Others 
3 can shoot better, 
handle the ball bet- 
ter, pass better, 
even smile better 
(though not many 
of the latter when 
Jordan is intent on 
being engaging). 
But none combines 
the package and 
refines it as Jordan 
has. 

Doug Collins, 
who made himself 
into an NBA All-Star 
from tiny Illinois 
State University 
through an almost 
psychotic drive and 
desperation to suc- 
ceed, used to mar- 
vel when he was 
Bulls coach inthe 
late 1980s that Jor- 
dan was even more 
competitive than 
he. Collins said he never knew anyone before or since he could 
say that about. And that both defined Jordan as a player and as 
apersonality, particularly with his teammates. 

When Jordan returned to the NBA in the spring of 1995, he 
was a phenomenon almost beyond human expression, so it 
was not surprising that he couldn't relate with teammates the 
way even other stars could. Jordan traveled with six body- 
guards upon his return, and reserve Jud Buechler remembers 
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JORDAN RULES But Michael Jordan towers above 

this sorry situation with both gym 
shoes on the ground. He respects the game he makes 
look so easy. Just when you think you've witnessed his 
final move, his coup de grace, he’Il come up with 
another act of genius that will drop jaws. On occasion, 
Michael simply has to surprise even himself. 

Yet he doesn’t paint with an arrogant brush. Ben 
Hogan, the fastidious golf legend, once said the only 
perfect score for 18 holes is 18. Maybe that’s it. Jordan, 
himself a confessed golfaholic, is constantly probing 
basketball for answers to questions only he would 
pose. How can | find a cure for the missed shot? 

Jordan, how- 
ever, doesn’t 
approach the task 
with a grim bow 
to reality. Onthe 
contrary, he’s like 
akid who falls off 
a bicycle today 
and can’t wait 
until tomorrow. 
Sure, Michael 
was stung by 
criticism that he’d 
lostastep upon 
rejoining the Bulls 
for his truncated 
season. But while 
the fans braced 
for less this past 
campaign, he 
gave them more. 

Itis one badge 
for an athlete to 
make teammates 
better. It is quite 
another honor for 
Michael Jordan 
that he renders 
an entire NBA | 
worthier, albeit a 
league wherein 
perhaps adozen § 
teams could 
exchange jerseys 
without anybody detecting it. Jordan, remember, 
insisted he didn’t wish to carry the baton after Magic 
Johnson and Larry Bird. They enriched the NBA during 
its boom in the ’80s, but Michael said that wasn’t his 
thing. He just wants to play and exit stage left. 

Well, in golf parlance, Michael improved his lie. He 
could and should be tired of talking, but he leads the 
league in public relations too. It’s a given that he is 
most at ease on the court, for this is where he finds 
his space. Yet he is virtually on 24-hour call to fill 
the needs of his people and the notebooks of his 
press entourage, and he generally comes up with 
something new there too. 

Michael Jordan could be a recluse or, perish the 
thought, a jerk. But he wouldn’t be at peace with that. 
He has his privacy. He’s also got his personality. His 


flR BALL sitting in the trainer's room for about a half-hour 
one day, just he and Jordan, and not a word was 
spoken the entire time. 

Jordan didn’t know Buechler, and Buechler said he just felt 
like another fan. 

“There was so much | wanted to ask him,” Buechler recalls, 
“but | didn’t want him to think | was just another one of those 
people wanting something from him. So | didn’t say anything. If 
it were anybody else, | would have said, ‘Hey, how you doin’?’ or 
something like that. But | didn’t say anything and neither did he.” 

Actually, Jordan has long had an uncertain relationship with 
his teammates, in part because of his stardom, but also be- 
cause of his determination, which remains unmatched in per- 
haps any athlete. 

Itwas evident back 
in the late 1980s when 
Jordan’s frustration at 
failing to win a champi- 
onship was growing al- 
most to epic levels of 
disappointment. It 
was, asit turned out, 
the last playoffs before 
the Bulls began arun of 
three straight titles. 
The Bulls openedin 
Detroit and lost the first 
two games. At halftime 
of the second game, 
Jordan flew into a fury 
over the team’s play, 
kicking over stools and 
slamming the chalk- 
board, then after the 
game bolting from the 
dressing room, sitting 
aloneontheteam 
plane home and not 
talking to any of his 
teammates fora week. 

It was Jordan's late 
father, James, who 
came around to re- 
porters that week of 
Jordan’s silence to ex- 
plain that Jordan 
wasn’t really mad at 
the media or anyone else; he was just so angry and frustrated 
with his team’s inability to win when he felt he gave all he could, 
that he would be in tears if he had to speak about it, so deter- 
mined was Jordan to win. 

It was that attitude as much as Jordan’s fabulous celebrity 
that often created a gulf between him and his more accepting 
teammates. Some of that did dissipate with Jordan’s sabbati- 
cal, for he returned to basketball after his own version of anear- = 
death experience. 

Basketball had died for Jordan with his retirement in 1993, 
fostered both by premature burnout brought on in part by his = 
driven nature, and the death of his father, his closest friend and 5 
adviser. Michael now had to be the guy who went out to smooth 2 
the way for the petulant child. Michael Jordan, the Peter Pan of > 
pro sports, finally had to grow up. James wasn’t there to explain 
for him anymore, the way he was during those playoffs in 1990. 
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JORDAN AULE: business is your pleasure, and the 

joy is mutual. Jordan can’t realisti- 
cally muster up a fear of failure in basketball, but he 
doesn’t like double-dribbling off the court either. His 
image is important. His image is exemplary. 

Oh, there have been those tales of sorties to At- 
lantic City and gambling binges on golf courses. 
That’s Jordan, the competition junkie. Considering 
what a few of his peers have been doing with their 
spare time lately, can we fault Michael for hitting the 
tables or pressing on the back nine? Don’t think so. 
This is 1996. Fewer and fewer athletes are locking 
themselves in their rooms to look at films. Game 
films, anyway. 

Jordan did take 
a stand last 
summer when 
management and 
labor fussed 
about who gets 
what. And this 
summer...Jordan 
was a free agent. 
But otherwise, 
Michael rarely 
allows himself to 
be double-teamed 
by controversy 
and finances. 
Whenever he talks 
money, his tongue 
isin cheek. 

Reporter: “I 
saw a list that 
says you make 
$78,000 adayin 
endorsements 
alone.” 

Jordan: “Real- 
ly? That might be 
alittle low.” 

Reporter: “Why 
don’t you make an 
issue of being un- 
derpaid?” 

Jordan: 
cause the me: 
does it for me. I’d rather let you complain.” 

Michael is bright, Michael is funny, Michael is loose. 

He has to have an estimable ego. You don’t go 
where he’s gone after being cut from his school’s 
basketball team without a supreme sense of self. 
But Michael is Michael every day. He’s been Michael 
for 33 years. I’m not sure he takes himself all 
that seriously. 

The same cannot be said for those around Michael. 
When he retired suddenly in 1993, there was an air of 
deprivation, particularly in Chicago, almost anger. Jor- 
dan hadn’t sufficiently warned us, and besides, he was 
too young. He owed us more on our investment of time 
and loyalty. Some curmudgeons even suggested that 
he vanish altogether to facilitate the healing process. 
When Jordan did the TV tour to hawk books shortly 


GOSPORT/SEPTEMBER 1996 


AIR BALL Which is why, in part, when Jordan returned he 

was as comfortable as he'd ever been with his 
teammates, the media and the game. Like someone who nearly 
dies and then can appreciate life that much more, Jordan was 
left starting in the 1995-96 season to appreciate basketball so 
much more, as a game and a fulfillment rather than the intense 
competition to erase any doubts about himself that he had 
made it before. 

After all, this was a kid who viewed himself as a failure. His 
beloved father was always closer with brother Larry, who, like 
his dad, was adept at mechanical tasks. Michael remembers 
James always telling him to “get in the house with the women” 
while the boys worked on cars in the driveway. 

Michael thought so 
little of himself and his 
looks that he took 
home-economics 
classes in junior high 
school because he 
thought he'd never get 
married, that his ears 
were too big, his looks 
too repulsive for wom- 
en to ever take him se- 
riously. So he figured 
he'd have to sew and 
cook for himself, 
which he can do, but 
obviously hasn't had 
toforsome time. 

Jordan's own fa- 
mous overcoming- 
the-obstacles story 
was of his failure to get 
picked up for the bas- 
ketball varsityasa 
high school sopho- 
more, astory that got 
overromanticized 
through the years as 
y Jordan was set for the 
varsity anyway, and 
the team was just 
adding a taller player 
for now, LeRoy Smith, 
whose name Jordan 
has used over the 
years as his road nom de plume, his own reminder in a way that 
he can never let down. 

Ofcourse, fate, too, intervened. Jordan should have been a 
Portland TrailBlazer after he left college following his junior year 
in 1984, but the Blazers had Clyde Drexler, a player everyone 
thought on a par with Jordan, so they opted for a center in the 
draft ahead of Jordan, Sam Bowie. The Philadelphia 76ers des- 
perately tried to trade for Jordan and almost worked an ex- 
change for their pick, Charles Barkley. The Bulls, then run by _ 
current NBA operations director Rod Thorn, had long admitte 
they would have taken Hakeem Olajuwon if they had th 
chance. 

The Bulls also had no center of note at the time of Jordan’: 
arrival. Could Jordan have become Jordan if he was playin 
with a center like Shaquille O’Neal, as Anfernee Hardaway is i 
Orlando, if Jordan had a Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, or even Arti 
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JORDAN AULE: after he quit, folks with short memo- 
ries actually chided him. Like he 
didn’t sell enough newspapers when he played. 

Sports consumers, media included, are too pos- 
sessive. We thought we could rent Jordan forever, 
and we became upset when he ended the lease agree- 
ment. He had the world in his hand and we wanted to 
call him for palming. When he retired to do what he 
wished at age 30, that was wrong. Golf? Silly. 
Baseball? Ridiculous. 

Such is the Magnificence of Michael. He lights up a 
room, and it was pretty bleak without him. In the cold 
city of Chicago that he warms up every winter, ina 
league where 
there’s no biz like 
show biz, Michael 
was box office, 
boffo TVratings 
and anticipation. 
And Michael 
was gone. But 
only briefly. 

He is back 
now, filling every- 
body’s pockets 
along the way. He 
is a welcome, al- 
beit overwhelm- 
ing, presence asa 
visiting dignitary 
to any arena. Re- 
gardless of what 
network hasa 
Bulls game, heis 
huge TV ratings. 
And in the city of 
Chicago, where 
pro basketball 
suffered several 
false starts be- 
fore it caught on, 
the Bulls don’t 
need to advertise 
to sell tickets, so 
their TV commer- 
cials deal with 
how difficult tick- 
ets are to obtain. 

Indeed, sell- 
outs at the United 
Center are de “=~ 
rigueur. Lest we forget, during the season before His 
Airness appeared, the Bulls’ average home atten- 
dance was 6,365. The waiting list is that long now. 

So it goes with Michael Jordan, whose charisma is 
exceeded only by his grace, whose explosive capabili- 
ties tend to render his defensive brilliance secondary, 
whose boundless energy is not measured by cold 
statistics. That might be Jordan’s most unique quality. 
He is always “up.” He is congenitally incapable of 
treating basketball with an aw, nuts, instead of a gee, 
whiz, even after all these games. 

| wonder what he looks like when he yawns. * 
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AIR BAL Gilmore in his prime? 

But the Bulls were a 27-win team playing in 
front of more than 10,000 empty seats every night, lacking any 
star appeal, a team that said to Michael Jordan, “Score every 
time you have the ball.” Jordan, of course, obliged with a will- 
ingness and determination to please like that of an anxious 5- 
year-old. By his third season, after missing most of his second 
with a broken foot, he was averaging 37 points per game and 
scoring at a pace only rivaled in NBA history by Wilt Chamber- 
lain. He’d score 18 to 20 straight points for his team regularly, 
but more impressive was the way he’d do it, shaking loose his 
defender with a quick shoulder, stepping between the double- 
team, then exploding up and over the defender at the basket 
and, boom, dunking 
with great force, but 
also flair, his tongue 
flapping out, a habit 
hehad pickedup 
from watching his 
dad as he worked on 
cars in the driveway 
back home in Wilm- 
ington, N.C. This 
was aman at work, 
honoring his father in 
amost unique way. 
Jordan would be- 
come the best indi- 
vidual defender in 
the game, andhe 
racked up the 
biggest scoring 
game in playoff his- 
tory. Buthe only 
slowly drove his 
team toward suc- 
cess while the teams 
of Magic Johnson, 
Larry Bird and Isiah 
Thomas dominated 
the NBA. 

Jordan, whose 
fortune grew off the 
court through un- 
precedented en- 
dorsement deals 
while the fortunes of 
the other stars pros- 
pered mostly on the 
court, faced their re- 
sentment in the form 
of a freeze-out in his first All-Star game. It would be years be- 
fore he could even talk civilly with Johnson or Thomas, and 
his competitiveness with the duo would never cease, Jordan 
telling his wife after Johnson was named MVP again in 1990, 
“Anybody but him.” It was just that Johnson was whom Jor- 
dan measured himself against, and Jordan’s competitive na- 
ture didn’t allow him to accept the excellent work of anyone - 
without trying to outdo it first. = 

It was not only the perceived slights but the imagined 
ones. Like when the Bulls went off to recruit Toni Kukoc in 
1990 before they had won their first title. Jordan interpreted & 
that as the team looking for a future star to replace him, and when © 
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AR BALL asked to help court Kukoc, perhaps watch some 
tapes and talk to Kukoc, Jordan spat, “I don't speak 
Yugoslavian.” 

Jordan’s relationship with the enigmatic Pippen was much dif- 
ferent. Jordan often filled the role of mentor for Pippen, once tak- 
ing him aside before a playoff game after Pippen had drawn sev- 
eral early fouls to show him how to bounce into a defender, then 
bounce back and get the foul called on the defender. Pippen act- 
ed out the advice several times, eventually growing frustrated and 
saying he couldn’t do it. “You're the only other one on this team 
with enough talentto do it,” Jordan offered openly. 

But Pippen’s ambivalence with Jordan grew as Jordan first 
would counsel Pippen, then beat him up, in cards, in one-on-one 
games, bragging about endorsements and contracts, one-up- 
ping Pippen on everything, as even conversation with Jordan al- 
ways was a competition. 

“Scottie would want to get close to him,” Pippen’s old buddy 
and former teammate Horace Grant recalls, “and then he'd back 
off and come back and sit with me [on the team plane] after 
Michael showed him up in front of everybody. Scottie wanted to 
be like Michael, but he didn’t always like the way Michael was.” 

Which could be as humble as a worldwide star might seem, 
patient with requests and the media until a spate of gambling al- 
legations and personal embarrassments led to Jordan’s depar- 
ture from the NBA in 1993. That last season, as the Bulls moved 
inexorably to atitle, was as joyless as a funeral procession. Jor- 
dan feuded with the media, public, the league and teammates 
right on out of the game. Yet this was a man so adored, espe- 


cially by children, that it seemed almost daily he was entertain- 
ing kids with fatal diseases in those “last wish” locker-room set- 
tings, natural, playful and compassionate. This was aman 
raised the right way, with a strong value system only occasional- 
ly marred by our celebrity culture. And a remarkable basketball 
player, who, like a surprising few athletes, dared to succeed or 
fail daily. 

Jordan always wanted the last shot, though in truth he made 
few over the years. Telling him he couldn’t do something always 
raised the stakes, from MVP to defensive player of the year to 
champion. Once, when the Bulls were decided underdogs go- 
ing into the playoffs in 1989, every local media member picked 
against the Bulls, and one day Jordan lined them all up, assess- 
ing their predictions of the Bulls losing in three games or four or 
five. With the fifth game approaching, Jordan pointed to the 
most serious doubters and said, “We took care of you,” then 
looked to the ones who said the Bulls would last five games and 
said, “You're next.” 

After the Bulls won their third straight title, against Phoenix, Jor- 
dan was seen with a cigar in one hand, a bottle of champagne in an- 
other, and he was reeling around on the plane ride home. “We're 
going to get five, six of these,” he said. 

And even though Jordan “retired” four months later, his pre- 
diction may still be correct. For only the truly immortal, not even 
time gets in the way. * 


Sam Smith, NBA writer for the Chicago Tribune, has published two 
books on Jordan. Bob Verdi is a columnist for the Chicago Tribune. 
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It's like buying time. 


vs. the Dodgers. 


ns the j ; {British ) be 1956 Willie Mays swings for the fences 


Smith eyes another touchdown, another rushing title, and another Cowboys Super Bowl victory. 
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53 Uncorrupted 
since 1855. Not bad 
for a prominent 
American institution. 
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PROOF, REAL KENTUCKY. 


1969 Blackhawks great Bobby Hull, a 10-time first-team All-NHL selection, strikes again. 


1970 The Orioles’ Brooks Robinson was the first player ofthe TV generation to dominate a World Series with his glove. 
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‘Please rush me a pair of Jumpsoles. 
My friend recently got a pair and has | 
already gained 6 inches in his 

vertical jump. I'm blown away,” 
- 8. McKenzie, Cleveland, OH 


"In only 4 weeks I gained 7 inches!" 
- M. King, Miami, FL 


"With your Jumpsoles my friend is 
now dunking over me. Help!" 
-G. Blackwell, San Antonio, TX 


"I now have @ 48 inch vertical! 8 
inches in the past 7 weeks" 
- J. Mehtha, Chicago, IL 
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Plyometric training has proven to be the most 
effective way to increase vertical jump 5-10 inches, 
sprinting speed .2 sec faster at 40 yds. Builds fast twitch 
muscle fibers and neural connections for explosive leaping and 
quickness. Jumpsoles are super durable high density platforms that 

hook & loop strap onto your own shoes converting 
them into state of the art plyometric trainers. Used 


by top athletes with astounding results! Gain slam (586-7872) 
dunk vertical. Includes complete training program. } ‘i { 
welds S10 cetera sie eae VisaIMC AR EaIscy 
time by .2 sec or your money back! Coaches: Ask about our team discount! 
TOWTOWS PIGS! Foreign orders and distributors call 415-967-4787 


Use Jumpsoles Yes! Rush me a pair of Jumpsoles. | want to jump higher and run faster than I've 
ever before. . . or my money back! 


Enclosed is my check or money order: $59.95 plus $6 shipping. CA residents 
add 7.75% tax. In Canada/Mexico add $10. All other countries add $29. 


Metapro Dept. 366 
140 S. Whisman Rd. Mountain View, CA 94041 
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OPENS AND CLEANS 

DIRTY INJECTORS 

FESTORES HORSEPOWER M0 
IMPROVES GAS MILEAGE 


Restore, manufacturers of ENGINE 
RESTORER & RADIATOR RESTOR- 
ER, introduces “2 IN 1” SUPER FUEL 
INJECTOR PLUS OCTANE BOOSTER. 


This revolutionary automotive per- 
formance product opens and cleans 
dirty fuel injectors PLUS restores horse- 
power and improves gas mileage. Use it 
in your high mileage car or truck to keep 
the entire fuel system clean and free of 
deposits while increasing octane up to 
4 points! 

Restore products really work and 
you'll agree that we’ve hit another 
“homerun” when you try “2 IN 1” 
SUPER FUEL INJECTOR CLEANER 
PLUS OCTANE BOOSTER. Auto- 
motive performance products for people 
who care about their cars. 


THE WINNING COMBINATION... 
SAMSUNG AND SCHNEIDER 


For the first time ever, a compact camera that combines a long-range zoom lens 
with professional-quality German optics by Schneider. 


_ 
SAMSUNG 


Shoot with a Samsung Maxima Zoom 145 and you'll see the difference in 
lens performance. That's because the Maxima Zoom 145 has a Schneider 
Xenon Super Macro 38-145mm multi-mode, power zoom. Schneider has 
been making the finest lenses for over 80 years, mastering the art of optical 
design with a tradition of high resolution, absolute color idelity and rich, 
sharp contrast. All this plus 120 zone infrared autofocus for Gin) detcilsy 
mid roll switchable panorama, landscape (infinity) modes, a vibration 
reduction system, auto exposure, film advance/rewind, red-eye reduction, 
auto-flash and more. 


Also shown is the Samsung Maxima Zoom 125 that provides a long power 
zoom 38-125mm optics, fast recycling auto flash, red-eye reduction, 40 zone 
active infrared auto focus, mid roll switchable panorama, landscape (infinity) 
modes, continuous shooting and a real image viewfinder with a more 


affordable price. 
You'll win with Samsung and get the photographs to prove it! 


MEMOIRS 


A Former Editor Reflects on50 / 
Years of SPORT/By Dick Schaap 


turned 12 the month SPORT Magazine was born, September 

1946. | could never have dreamed that little more than a decade 

later, | would be interviewing the young boy who was pictured, with 

his famous father, on the cover of the first issue of SPORT. The 

boy’s name was Joe DiMaggio Jr., and when | interviewed him, in 
the late’50s, he was a member of the Lawrenceville Academy football 
team, a place-kicking specialist. | remember meeting one of his 
Lawrenceville teammates, a wide receiver, as | recall, who was also 
the son of a famous father. His name was Sean Flynn, the son of 
actor Errol Flynn, and a few years later, Sean, who had become 
a photographer, was thrust into a sad spotlight, listed among the 
missing in Vietnam. 
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| also could not have imagined that the central figure on the first 
SPORT cover would, some 30 years later, become my friend, or, at 
least, amore-than-passing acquaintance. I'll never forget attending 
atennis tournament in Las Vegas, an event at which Joe DiMaggio 
served as umpire and fellow Hall of Famer Hank Greenberg compet- 
ed, outplaying far younger athletes, including Rick Barry, Earl Mon- 
roe, John Havlicek and Julius Erving. The athletes put ona talent 
show at the end of the tournament, and in the finale, accompanying a 
chorus line of female stars that included basketball Hall of Famers 
Nancy Lieberman and Anne Meyers, DiMaggio and Greenberg did a 
sort of soft shoe and sang “Take Me Out to the Ball Game.” I still have 
atape of the duet. 

Over the last 20 years, | have periodically tried to persuade 
DiMaggio to collaborate with me on his autobiography, and he has 
always declined, politely but firmly. It has become a running joke be- 
tween us. | see him perhaps once a year, at one place or another. 
Once not long ago, when he was inducted into the Italian-American 
Sports Hall of Fame outside Chicago, he told me a wonderfully 
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DiMaggio points the way for Joe Jr. and readers during our 1946 cover shoot. 


touching story about his early days as a ballplayer. He was playing 
for the San Francisco Seals in the Pacific Coast League, and every 
day, around 4 o'clock in the morning, his fisherman father, who could 
not read English, would get up and go buy the early edition of the San 
Francisco Chronicle. The senior DiMaggio knew that the green sec- 
tion was the sports section, and that if he looked on the front page he 
would see the box score of the Seals game, and if he counted down 
four names in the lineup he would find the name DiMaggio. He could 
read the numbers, the at-bats, the runs, the hits, and if young Joe 
had three hits or more, his father would wake up his mother and 
show her the green sports section. If Joe had merely one hit, or two, 
Mrs. DiMaggio was allowed to sleep. That tells you what sports was 
once like in the U.S., providing a chance for the skilled son of hard- 
working immigrants to brighten the lives of his parents. 

More recently, | saw Joe ata fund-raising dinner in Los Angeles. 
O.J. Simpson was supposed to be the chairman of the dinner, but he 
had been temporarily incarcerated; Robert Shapiro, his attorney, 
filled in for him. (That tells you what sports is like in the 90s.) | was do- 
ing astory about Mike Piazza, who wasa 
guest at the affair, and before dinner | asked 
Joe if he would pose for a picture with the 
Dodger catcher, more than 50 years DiMag- 
gio’s junior. The old Italian-American hero 
and thenew. 

Dozens of photographers, including my 
camera crew, jammed in to take the shot, but 
DiMaggio asked them to wait. He had misun- 
derstood my request. He thought! wanted to 
pose with him and Piazza; he didn’t want the 
shot to be taken until | was init, which was 
kind and considerate of Joe. 

Itnever fails to amaze me how many of 
the stars of SPORT, inits earliest years, | later 
came to know—Jackie Robinson, Joe Louis, 
Sammy Baugh, Pee Wee Reese, Hank 
Greenberg, to namea few. George Mikan 
was then the star of the Minneapolis Lakers, 
the best team in basketball, and almost a 
half-century later, at the dedication of anew 
Hall of Fame at Madison Square Garden, | 
was lucky enough to pose fora photograph 
with him, with Bob Cousy and with Wilt 
Chamberlain—arguably the greatest basket- 
ball players of the ’40s, '50s and ‘60s, re- 
spectively. There was a small crowd around 
us, standing next to Cousy, between Mikan 
and Chamberlain. | couldn’t help resist say- 
ing out loud, “Do you realize that among the 
four of us, we have had twenty thousand and 
tenwomen?” 

Everyone laughed—except the three 
men | was standing with. Cousy and Mikan 
both came over and told me they were of- 
fended, that they had only had one each. 
Then Wilt, equally hurt, turned to me and 
said, “Hey, Dick, that book's two years old, 
you know.” 


Iwas, at 12, the perfect age to start read- 
ing SPORT. | was already hooked on the 
subject matter, on baseball and football, 
basketball and hockey, on all sports, and as | 
went through my teens, | learned to appreci- 
ate the quality of the writing in SPORT, the 
work of men like Grantland Rice and Red 
‘Smith, John Lardner and Roger Kahn. 

They were my heroes, as muchas the 
ballplayers, and in a strange way, my life 
seemed to be intertwined with both the au- 
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thors and the subjects of SPORT articles. When | graduated from 
Cornellin 1955, near the end of SPORT’s first decade, | was awarded 
aGrantland Rice Memorial Fellowship to Columbia University’s 
Graduate School of Journalism, and one of the judges who chose 
me was Red Smith. During the luncheon at which | was given the 
scholarship, my father sat between Smith and Jimmy Cannon, who 
also contributed to SPORT; they were my father’s heroes too. 

After | graduated from Columbia, | went to work at Newsweek as 
the assistant to the sports editor, who was Roger Kahn, later author 
of The Boys of Summer. One of my responsibilities was to fact-check 
the weekly column of John Lardner, who wrote what still consider to 
be the best first sentence of any sports article I've ever read. 

“Stanley Ketchel was 23 years old,” Lardner wrote of the fighter 
who once knocked down Jack Johnson, “when he was shot to death 


Mantle was the subject of Schaap’s first book in 1961. 


by the common-law husband of the woman who was cooking his 
breakfast.” Unfortunately, | don't think that sentence appeared in 
one of Lardner’s SPORT articles. “Common-law husband” was a lit- 
tle racy for the magazine in its younger days. 

In the late 1950s, | wrote the first of dozens of articles | con- 
tributed to SPORT, a study of a bonus boy, a young baseball player 
named Dave Nicholson. The title was “What Makes a Bonus Kid 
Worth $100,000?” an exorbitant sum in those days, a laughable 
figure now. My next article also gives you some idea of the way 
sports was before million-dollar salaries. It was called “The Lone 
Wolf of Tennis.” It was about the late Pancho Gonzales, the great- 
est player of his time, and to research the story, | traveled with Gon- 
zales on the pro tennis tour. The tour then was mostly one-night 
stands in towns like Corning, N.Y., and Clinton, N.Y., and when | 
say | traveled with Pancho, | don’t mean we both satin first class on 
ajet. We went by car from Corning to Clinton, in his car, a 1955 
Thunderbird with a 1950 Cadillac engine. He drove. Pancho invited 
mealong after | feigned a keen interest in automobiles. Today, | 
can't quite imagine Andre Agassi inviting me to travel with him in 


the jet he owns. (Ironically, in the more-things-change-the-more- 
they-remain-the-same department, Andre's older sister used to be 
married to Gonzales.) 

In 1961, | wrote my first book—there have been 30 since—and it 
was No. 5 ina paperback series called the SPORT Magazine library. 
John Unitas was the subject of No. 1, Stan Musial No. 2, Ted Williams 
No. 3, and Baseball's Best Managers No. 4. My book was Mickey 
Manile, the Indispensable Yankee, a reasonably primitive effort, part 
of my learning process, and | still have a tattered copy inscribed, “To 
Dick, thanks for everything, your friend, Mickey Mantle.” 

Inthe mid-’60s, | drifted away from SPORT and sports, became 
city editor of the New York Herald Tribune and wrote a column cover- 
ing mostly culture and politics. When Bobby Kennedy was assassi- 
nated in 1968, only afew months after | wrote a book called RFK, | re- 
coiled from politics and turned back to sports, in time to collaborate 
with Joe Namath on his autobiography, ! Can't Wait Until Tomor- 
row...'Cause | Get Better-Looking Every Day. 

Then, in 1972, | became editor of SPORT, following Al Silverman, 
who had followed managing editor Irv Goodman, who had followed 
Ed Fitzgerald, each of whom had been both a friend and an editor to 
me. Each of them went on to run either the Book of the Month Club or 
the Literary Guild; | went on to television, ending the intellectual win- 
ning streak. 

I spent five years as editor of SPORT and had a delightful time, 
persuading Jimmy Breslin to write for the magazine mostly for love 
instead of money, which had once been his motivation at SPORT 
and most other publications, and persuading William F. Buckley to 
share his erudition with SPORT’s readers. | also bought the first 
chapter of North Dallas Forty, the haunting chapter about hunting, 
and published it before the book became a huge hit, then lined up its 
author, Pete Gent, the former Dallas Cowboy, to write occasionally 
for the magazine. Pat Conroy also wrote for SPORT when | was the 
editor, long before he composed Prince of Tides and other gold 
mines. So did so many other gifted writers—Paul Hemphill, Tony Ko- 
miheiser and David Israel, for example. 

One of my responsibilities each year was to select the Most Valu- 
able Players in the World Series, the Super Bow! and the NBA and 
NHL playoffs, and to select SPORT’s Man of the Year. | remember 
choosing Reggie Jackson as an MVP one year and then not being 
able to find him to notify him about the luncheon in New York at 
which he would be honored. | called a friend who worked ata radio 
station in Oakland, and he went on the air every 15 minutes, saying, 
“Reggie Jackson, if you can hear my voice, call Dick Schaap in New 
York,” and he provided SPORT’s phone number. Eventually, Reggie 
called and managed to make it to the luncheon, almost on time. 

Reggie was the subject of one of the most unusual stories that 
appeared in SPORT during my five years as editor. | got the idea first 
to have Reggie posed in pearl-handled pistols and a four-star gener- 
al’s helmet, looking like Patton in sanitary socks. The cover ine, of 
course, was “Blood and Guts of the Fighting A’s,” a reference to Pat- 
ton’s glory nickname. Then | got the idea to have George C. Scott, 
who had played Patton in the award-winning film, report and write 
the article about Jackson. | know it was far-fetched, but not that far- 
fetched. Scott had attended journalism school at the University of 
Missouri and had plans to become a sportswriter until he discovered 
he was one of the best actors in the world. 

To my mild surprise, both Jackson and Scott agreed to my ideas. 
Posing Reggie, with binoculars in hand, was easy; he thought of him- 
self as a four-star general, or higher. Scott was even easier, and 
when | arrived athis Los Angeles home, ready to accompany him to 
Oakland, he told me he had taken the liberty of laying on a Learjet for 
our flight up the coast. | had vision of SPORT’s travel budget for the 
year vanishing in one trip. But Scott insisted on paying for the char- 
tered jet himself, and for the limousine that was waiting on the run- 
way to whisk us to the ballpark, and for the luxury hotel suites in San 
Francisco. 

When we went onto the field during batting practice, Reggie 
came over to me and said, “Did you really fly up in a Learjet?” | said 
we did. “What'd that cost?” Reggie wanted to know. I said | didn’t 
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not small, didn’t come close to measuring up to Jackson's. | came in 
third. 

One of my most enjoyable functions at SPORT in the ’70s was host- 
ing the annual Man of the Year dinners. The best was in 1975, honoring 
Muhammad Ali for his victory in Zaire the previous October over George 
Foreman. | had a glittering lineup for the dais, including Neil Simon, 
George Plimpton and Melba Moore, but | wanted a comedian. Robert 
Klein was my first choice. | called his agent, and she told me Klein was 
busy that night, but she had a young comic, just starting out, who would 
be wonderful. His name, she said, was Billy Crystal. 

I said, “Who?” 

She said, “Trust me, he’s funny.” 

I said, “How can | trust you? You're an agent.” 

Still, | took her word, and the night of the dinner, | met Billy Crystal, 
who was then teaching junior high school social studies, for the first 
time. | was the master of ceremonies, and when it came time to intro- 
duce Crystal, | said, “And now...one of Muhammad Ali’s closest friends!” 

Billy stood up, and Ali looked at him, then at me, as if we were both 
crazy. He had never seen Crystal before. 

Then Billy launched into his Ali-and-Howard Cosell routine— 
“Muhammad, may | call you, ‘Mo?’ " “Just don’t call me Larry or Cur- 
ley”’—“I’m so fast | can turn off the light and get in bed before the room 
gets dark"—and All literally fell out of his chair laughing. 

Billy and Ali have been friends ever since, and so have Billy and. 

lowe alot to SPORT. | look forward to the next 50 years. * 


Dick Schaap is a correspondent for ABC Nev 
“The Sports Reporters,” and is the z f 


hosts the ESPN talk-show 
Ss sports and news books. 


Reggie poses Patton-style fora SPORT cover. 
The story was penned by George C. Scott. 


know. Reggie was impressed, and Reggie was not 
easily impressed, except, of course, by himself. 
Reggie had been in aslump, had gone two or 
three weeks without a home run, but that night he hit 
acouple home runs, the A’s built a huge lead, and 
Reggie left the game after the seventh inning. Scott 
and | went down to the locker room to see him. 
“Look,” Reggie greeted Scott, “I don’t want to 
blow smoke up you, but | want to tell you | appreci- 
ate you coming here tonight. It isn't easy for me to 
find someone to look up to.” Scott's ego, which was. 


Schaap, at one of his favorite functions, greets 
Ali (right) ata Man of the Year dinner in’75. 


Noteworthy Numbers & Stat 
Oddities/By Dan Gordon 


Number of years SPORT Mag- 
azine has been published: 50. 


Total number of SPORT issues: 
601 


In the last 50 years, number of 
men who have served as presi- 
dent of the United States: 10 


U.S. population increase dur- 
ing that time (approximate): 
120,000,000 


Years in which Jimmy Connors 
& ranked among the top 10 ten- 
£ nis players in the world: 16 


8 
g Magic Johnson retirements: 3 


baseball legend Willie Mays: 
18 


Number of times in the last 50 
years that the Summer 
Olympics have been held in 
the United States: 2 (1984, 
1996) 


sport facts 


Number of times the United 
States has hosted soccer’s 
World Cup: 1 (1994) 


Championships won in the last 
50 years by the Montreal Cana- 
diens: 18 


By the Boston Celtics: 16 

By the New York Yankees: 12 
By the basketball UCLA Bruins: 
an) 


By the football Notre Dame 
Fighting Irish: 7 (3 shared) 


By the football Alabama Crim- 
son Tide: 7 (5 shared) 


By the Dallas Cowboys: 5 
By the San Francisco 49ers: 5 


By the Boston Red Sox and 
Chicago Cubs combined: 0 


Undefeated college basketball 
teams in the last 50 years: 9 


Number of those coached by 
John Wooden: 4 


Number of times in the last 50 
years that Northwestern ap- 
peared in the Rose Bowl: 2 
(1949, 1996) 


Baseball Triple Crown winners 
since 1946: 4 (Ted Williams, 
1947; Mickey Mantle, 1956; 
Frank Robinson, 1966; Carl 
Yastrzemski, 1967) 


Seven-game World Series: 23 
Perfect games: 9 


Total number of NFL, NBA and 
major-league baseball fran- 
chises in 1946: 37 


In 1996: 87 
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Answer the 13 questions below, 
and then rate yourself as follows 
13 correct: Michael Jordan 

11-12 correct: Mickey Mantle 
9-10 correct: Joe Namath 

7-8 correct: Kevin McHale 

5-6 correct: Greg Luzinski 

3-4 correct: Buster Douglas 
1-2.correct: Mario Mendoza 
Ocorrect: Marge Schott 


ANSWER THE SPORT STUMPER AND WIN A 
‘SPORT PIN. No matter how you doon this month's 
quiz, well send yous SPORT pin pictured aboveif 
you send usthe correct answer tothe SPORT 
‘Stumper given below. Send only your ame and 
address to SPORT uz, 6420 Wilshire Blvd, Los 
‘Angeles, CA90048. Limit one per person, andall 
entries mustbe postmarked by Aug, 15,1996 


Name the fighter 

Sugar Ray Leonard 

(pictured) defeated to 
first capture the world 
welterweight title. 


Who was the only man 

towin the NCAA 

basketball 
tournament's most 
outstanding player award and 
go onto coach an NCAA 
championship team? 


Name the only 
3 major-league pitcher 
to win a World Series 
game during the 1960s, ‘70s 
and ‘80s. 


Whois the only tennis 
player to have won 
two Grand Slams? 

. Martina Navratilova 

. Jimmy Connors 
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Sport quiz 


Name the last NBA 
6 player to be traded the 
year after winning 
Rookie of the Year honors. 


Who is the only 
7 ) golfer to win three 
major tournaments 
in one year? 
A. Ben Hogan 
B. Jack Nicklaus 
C. Nick Faldo 


Which NHL star has 
played on the most 
Stanley Cup 


championship teams? 
A. Wayne Gretzky 

B. Henri Richard 

C. Bobby Hull 

D. Mario Lemieux 


10 


Name the last non- 
kicker to lead the AFC 
in scoring. 


H 
| 
5 
2 


Which quarterback 
threw for the most 
yards in the 1970s? 

A. Roger Staubach 

B. Jim Hart 

C. Fran Tarkenton 

D. Terry Bradshaw 


Wholed the majors in 
12 ) total home runs in the 
1960s? 
A. Mickey Mantle 
B. Harmon Killebrew 
C. Hank Aaron 
D. Frank Robinson 


Name the last major- 

leaguer to wina 

batting title without 
hitting a home run. 


—William Ladson 


Name the only major- 
league manager to win the 
World Series with the same 
team, butin three different 
home ballparks. 


1988 (“Excluding the boy- 
cotted 1980 Games, the U.S. 
has finished in either first or 
second in overall medals in 
every Summer Olympics but 
one. Name it.”) 
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[ANNIVERSARY LOGO: TREVOR JOHNSTON, 


- Rod Laver D. Arnold Palmer 
. Billie Jean King 
Only two switch- 
Name the only hitters in baseball 
member of the Boston history have » | Thi N D 
Celtics to play with reached the } \ r ] 
both Bill Russell and Larry 3,000-hit plateau. , e e ‘O e 
Bird. Name them. A DIVISION OF THE CHRYSLER CORPORATION 


___ Celtics’ pride: 
From ultimate 
winner Russell 
toLarry 

Legend (top), 
who backed up 
the talk. 


\ Be game of finals vs. Sixers in his rookie 


greatest shot (the only oneto havea 
name) the game has ever seen. While Bill 
Russell changed basketball during his 
time, the Lord of the Rims changed it for all 
time while being under a microscope like 
no other player because of his beliefs and 
persona. Most points scored, least inter- 
views given. 


Bill Russell: Ultimate winner (unless it 

was a coincidence the Celtics ripped 
Off 11 titles in 13 years with him defending 
their honor) and pre-eminent role player. 
Knew his limitations and never tried to ex- 
ceed them. Never met apenetrator he 
couldn't prosecute or amember of the 
media he wouldn't persecute. Perfected 
art of controlling blocked shots and vomit- 
ing before big games. Never touched a 
ball during the off-season because, “The 
Celtics didn’t pay me to score.” 


Wilt Chamberlain: Ultimate athlete at 

7 feet: Stats (30.1 average, 100 points 
against Knicks, nearly 24,000 rebounds, 
an assist title in 67-68) are so unreal, peo- 
ple actually think they’re imaginary. Ac- 
complished every objective except crush- 
ing Russell in the fourth quarter of title 
games and hitting the uncontested 15- 
footer. Influenced more rule changes than 
any other player. 


Magic Johnson: The blank in the 

Scrabble set. Only player who could 
dominate a game scoring but two points. 
Was qualified to play all five positions in 
five successive games or during a single 
24-second possession. Redefined the 
point-guard spot. As the center in sixth 


\ year, he drained 42, setting the tone 

‘ for his career. Was the reasona 
courtside seat at Fabulous Forum 
went up to $500. 


Larry Bird: Red Auerbach’'s 

slickest draft move was select- 

ing Bird in first round as junior eli- 

gible. Got away with trash-talk 

because he backed it up. 

Messed with opponents’ minds 

for a reason. He’d taunt his man 

tojuice himup, which would force Bird to 

respond accordingly. Said John Havlicek, 

Had | known Bird was going to be that 

ood, | would have stuck around another 

year.” Wish | had trademarked nickname 
“Larry Legend” when | coined it. 


Oscar Robertson: First oversized, 
supreme playmaking scorer. When 

! he started in the NBA, says Jerry West: 
“It.was.as.if he’d been in the league for 
10 years. He was so advanced it took 
me three years to be the relatively com- 
plete player he was as a senior in col- 
lege.” Invented the triple-double, then 
averaged one for the entire season. 
Only faults were overdribbling and an 
inability to appreciate how hard the 
; | game was for everybody else. Was 


first player never to commit a foul. 


Jerry West: League logo. Compulsive 

scorer. Habitually hit game-winners. 
Defensive perfectionist. Eccentric person- 
ality; he still cleans up his hotel room be- 
fore checking out. Signature move (always 
going right) was to get down low and make 
last dribble hard and quick in order to get 
up fast and high on jump shot. Holds un- 
breakable record for broken noses. 


Julius Erving: Talent was so magnifi- 

cent, he forced consolidation of NBA 
and ABA. Crowd-pleaser carried NBA until 
Bird and Magic arrived. Says greatest 
dunk was against Elvin Hayes at Capital 
Centre in late ’70s. They clashed above 
the Jordan line of demarcation, meeting 
nose-to-nose, chest-to-chest. Elvin had 
two hands up, but Julius had momentum 
onhis side. As the Big E ran upcourt trying 
to shake it off, Erving remembers thinking 
to himself, “Damn, | can’t wait to see that 
one tonight on the highlights.” The reason 
VCRs were invented. Hands big enough to 
palm Sunday. 


1 Rick Barry: Mastered the game. 

Never put himself in position to fail, 
where his weaknesses could be exposed 
and exploited. A ferocious driver. Bird was 
only forward who could match him from 
long range and as a passer; his favorite 
feed was finding at the peak of his jump 
shot an open teammate for a layup. Surli- 
ness prevented him from receiving de- 
served glory. Holds record for being 
punched out by opponents and team- 
mates. Was second guy never to commit a 
foul. Will advance a few notches on list 
should his daughter make the pros. 


1 Elgin Baylor: Outlaw of gravity be- 
fore Erving and Jordan. It was his 
uncanny body control and strength, not 
his involuntary head twitch, that got him 
over. Able to take a big hit, maintain his 
balance, create and lay it up gently. Had 
one-eighth of a kneecap removed early in 
career. Although it slowed him down, he 
still made All-League for years to come. 
Scored 8,693 field goals, most on second 
and third efforts. After scoring 63 points 
against Celts in a playoff game, Bob 
Cousy said to defensive specialist Tom 
Sanders, “I know this sounds weird, but | 
thought you played Elgin great today.” 


1 Hakeem Olajuwon: Most agile, mo- 

bile center of 'em all. Unrivaled foot- 
work combined with incandescent fall- 
away jumper. Moses Malone once 
schooled Hakeem in summer pickup 
games in Houston. Many years later, after 
the teacher could no longer stop his stu- 
dent's ascent, Malone said, “I think | 
learned him too good.” 


1 3 Kevin McHale: The thinking man’s 
low-post master. Nobody scored 
easier points. Exalted for his drop-step. 


No team had an answer for him defensive- 
ly. Guarded three frontcourt positions 
willingly and intelligently. Had he not 
played with Bird, we'd be composing 
sonnets about his exploits. Loved to taunt 
opponents and teammates, especially 
Danny Ainge when his jumper was on va- 
cation. 


1 4 Moses Malone: Erving says he was 

the “greatest teammate you could 
ever have.” Greatest unfinished talent too. 
Everything about him was raw energy and 
power. Didn't believe in game plans; in- 
stead, approach was just “let’s doit.” 
Which he did, every minute of every night. 
His goatee dripped sweat before the 
game even started. Master of the put- 
back. Only non-tattooed man to win five 
rebounding titles. Made list straight out of 
high school. 


1 Pete Maravich: Most entertaining 

player of all time. Scored at will 
while embarrassing opponents and mes- 
merizing fans. Had the whole package: 
floppy socks, floppy hair, disco dribbling 
routine and length-of-the-floor, around- 
the-back passes. Ten years from now, 
he'll still be way ahead of his time. 


1 Isiah Thomas: Renowned for un- 

controllable scoring binges. Didn’t 
win back-to-back titles until he figured 
out necessity of getting everyone involved 
in the offense. Studied film of Oscar and 
Pistol Pete, then incorporated their 
rhythms into his game. Was incorrigible in 
halfcourt showdowns or with fast-break 
throw-downs. Best and brightest little 
man in league history. He and Kevin John- 
son are the only small guards who be- 
came go-to guys late in playoffs. As far as 
| know, Isiah never kissed an opponent af- 
teragame. 


1 7 John Havlicek: Played 16 seasons 

without breaking a sweat. Made 
sixth-man role both fashionable and de- 
sirable. Hard to forget his courage ina 
Knicks playoff series. Nearly led the Celts 
to victory with his arm in a loose sling. 
Carried over championship attitude from 
Russell to Dave Cowens. How good was 
this swing man? He had the best seats in 
Boston Garden of any ex-Celtic until Bird 
retired. 


1 8 Elvin Hayes: No one ever stopped 
turnaround jump shot, not even Big 
E’s own coaching staff. Great size, 
strength, quickness, speed and jumping 
ability. Was a shot-blocker extraordinaire. 
Initiated finger-pointing at teammates. 


1 9 Bob Pettit: Best power forward of 

his time. An unspectacular version 
of Bird. All he did was get job done on the 
backboards (more than 14,000 rebounds) 
and scoreboard. You've heard of some- 
one getting a quiet 25 points. He gota 
quiet 21,000 in only 11 seasons, softly 


killing opponents. Could beat you with & 
phenomenal touch on jumper or with the 
hook. Either way, he needed a screen. 
This white man could indeed jump. Did it 
all before color TV. 


2 George Gervin: Duels against Erv- 
ing after practice in his rookie year 
with the Virginia Squires were the best 
one-on-one games I've ever witnessed. 
Four-time scoring champ still holds NBA 
record for points (33) in a quarter, and that 
was before expansion. If anyone talked 
unkindly about him in the paper, he’dice 
em with a never-ending assortment of 
post-up meltdowns and quick air raids. 
I give him two finger rolls up. z 


2 Walt Frazier: On team 

of legends, this suave 
and sophisticated profes~ 
sional was frequently over- 
looked and overbooked, so to 
speak. Greatest asset was re- 
maining unrattled by pressure. Per- 
formance increased (across the 
stats sheet) in direct proportion to 
importance of the game and ten- 
sion of the moment. Was there 
anyone who demonstrated more 
Purposeful anticipation? Had 
acumen to shut down passing lanes 
without benefit of great shot blocker be- 
hind him. New York’s answer for Jerry 
West. 


2 Earl Monroe: Only player to have 

averaged double figures in nick- 
names. Was first Magic, first Pearl and 
only Black Jesus. First to take playground 
moves and integrate them into organized 
ball. The beauty is that nothing was lost in 
the merger; freaky drip-dry, spin-cycle 
dance of destruction remained intact and 
on display. All-time best at shaming op- 
ponents at sea level. Too exotic and un- 
orthodox. If your kids go to the videotape, 
parental guidance is suggested. 


2 Charles Barkley: Unique unto him- 

self. Despite being shorter than 
Danny Ainge, no forward has accom- 
plished more at 6-4/4. Both dominating 
and exasperating. A two-franchise player 
who commands triple-teams, owns 
boards and is an excellent decision-mak- 
er if you discount unsavory shot selection 
from three-point range. Capable of taking 
over fourth quarters, entire games anda 
regular season. Imagine if he'd taken con- 
ditioning seriously prior to these last two 
seasons. 


2 Willis Reed: Character. Courage. 

Wisdom. Left it all on the floor. As 
for the reason he shot up his knee and 
limped onto the floor to play in historic 
Game 7 vs. Wilt’s Lakers in 70, he says, “I 
didn’t want to be fishing on a lake 30 
years later and be sorry | didn’t give ita 
try.” Knicks are still searching for a savior 
replacement 20 years later. 


Barry (above) 
was Superman 
at Golden 
State, while 
Dr. J soared for 
the Sixers. 


2 Dolph Schayes: For a guy 6-8, he 

had an incredibly quick first step. 
Nobody moved better without the ball. One 
season, he played with a cast on his shoot- 
ing hand for an extended time and simply 
switched to his left. Didn’t just hit layups 
but picturesque, beautifully released 
© jumpers as well. Only two-hand set-shoot- 
& erin the bunch. 
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2 Scottie Pippen: Another three-posi- 

tion guy. Next to McHale and Jordan, 
most portable two-way player. Makes a 
deep impression in every important col- 
umn of stats sheet. Not acknowledged 
enough for unselfishness. His game should 
be putin atime capsule. 


2 Dan Issel: All-Star at two positions. 

Impeccable long-distance shooting 
(and drive if you played up on him) created 
insufferable mismatches for centers, even 
Kareem. Savvy, size and strength made it 
~ impossible for power forwards to negotiate 
with him inside. More than 27,000 points 
without mouthpiece or kind word for an of- 
ficial. 


2 John Stockton: Only point guard to 
set picks on power forwards, en- 
abling Karl Malone to shake free. Despite 
rough stuff, he’s only missed four games in 
12 seasons. Has a lot of Jerry Sloan in him. 
“Blessed with unusually big hands, un- 
common determination and an excep- 
tional comprehension of the game. Has 
given it up more often than Madonna. 


___ Maravich 

(below, 

guarded by 

Frazier) 

did itfar 
ahead of 

histime. | * 2 


Karl Malone: Forte is consisten- 
cy. Flaunts more dimensions 
than the prototype power forwards 
who preceded him. Capable of 
beating up opponents inside, beat- 
ing’em outside or beating ’em 
4 down the floor. If he played on ei- 
5 ther coast, they'd have named an 
overnight delivery service after him. 
Isiah named one of his eyebrows after him. 
The Mailman has delivered everything but 
afinals appearance. 


3 Tiny Archibald: Only player to lead 

league in assists and points in same 
year. Following two Achilles injuries, he be- 
came a maestro and improved his sup- 
porting cast’s games. Only player who 
never had to take a bad shot. Because he 
was so quick upstairs and downstairs, he 
could dictate whatever he wanted to do, 
even when the defense gave him plenty of 
space. | still get excited watching him dis- 


SWHORY LHOdS 


tribute in legend games. 


31 


Alex English: Nothing complicated. 
Never beat himself. Mastered and 

ized his talent. Always got that 
je shot (ball held unusually high) off 
in 15 feet. Betfaps C Don Nelson’s 


513 with Riuets—al seemingly ef- 
tlessly. 


3 Clyde Drexler: Since 1986, sec- 

ond-best all-around guard to Jor- 
dan. His biggest problem was being 
compared to Michael; you can’t help but 
fall short. Not only scored more than 
2,000 points a year, but invariably was 
among the leaders at his position in re- 
bounds and assists as well. Has anybody 
been amore effective passer despite 
dribbling with his head down? 


33 David Robinson: When Larry 
Brown coached him, the Admiral 
was referred to as “The Edge” going into 
big games, as in, “We've got the edge 
tonight.” Most athletic and rippled center 
of ’emall. No big man quicker end-to- 
end. Perhaps the only center who, when 
isolated outside, could beat his man off 
the dribble. Despite team’s poor playoff 
record and Hakeem’s domination of him 
in '95 series, he’s too good to dismiss. 


3 Bob Cousy: First passer with vivid 

imagination. Abnormally big hands 
for someone 6-1, which allowed kim to 
pull off side-show stunts. Without Couz, 
fast-breaking Celtics would have had to 
find ways to win titles by walking it up. 
Ahead of his time; was throwing no-look 
passes to pilgrims. 


3 James Worthy: Nobody quicker 

end-to-end from a defensive-re- 
bounding position to pay dirt. Greatest 
strength was willingness to play a sub- 
servient role to Kareem and Magic. 
Come playoffs, though, Big Game James 
turned up voltage and became the third 
threat championship teams must have. 
Magic calls him the greatest finisher he’s 
ever seen. 


3 Dave Cowens: Makes list on heart 

alone. Out of necessity, played out 
of position his whole career. Giving away 
height at center every night made 
achievements strikingly more notewor- 
thy. The way he attacked the game (no- 
body went to the floor harder more often) 
rubbed off on teammates. When your su- 
perstar sacrifices his body, it’s infec- 
tious. So-so cab driver. 


3 Dennis Johnson: Bird tabbed him 
the best pressure player (big 
steals, blocks and wide-open jumpers) 
he ever played alongside. Nobody’s 
game was more unassuming. All-around 
excellence didn’t allow him to be la- 
beled. If need be, could function as a go- 
to-guy, but didn't pursue it. Went 0-for- 
14 in '78 title game to MVP in ’79 Sonics 
title year. Auerbach’s greatest hijack. 


3 Shaquille O’Neal: Closest center 

to Wilt; just hasn’t been playing 
long enough to get higher on this list. Wilt 
wishes he had been 340 pounds of mus- 
cle as early as his fourth season. Nobody 
more powerful. When he backs you in, 
it’s over. Improved every facet of his 
game except free-throw perversion. Re- 


defined art of commercial endorse- 
ments. 


3 Anfernee Hardaway: Already 

seen enough to convince me. 
Quickness allows him to get by anybody, 
and elevation allows him to finish on any- 
body. Love that footwork in midair. He’s 
his own worst critic. Unlike many young 
players, he’s more likely to lower his 
head than raise his fist or thump his 
chest. 


40 Lenny Wilkens: Second-best all- 
time lefty player/coach to Russell. 
Great infiltrator. Unreal first step, then 
would elevate gently for delicate push 
shot. In today’s game, he would demand 
a double-team. Unstoppable despite on- 
ly going left. Still, “We never knew when 
he'd go left,” said Frazier. 


4 Dominique Wilkins: Unforgettable 

playoff confrontation against Bird 
said it all. No one dunked backward 
more effectively or viciously in traffic or 
off the break. Rare that such a leaper 
would become such a deft outside 
shooter. Biggest drawback was that he 
didn’t elevate the games of others 
around him. Unfortunate that he was 
identified as Human Highlight Film be- 
cause it probably kept him from learning 
the intricacies of the game. 


4 Patrick Ewing: Best outside- 

shooting center of all time (yes, 
even better than Bob McAdoo), but 
game is not confined to outpost accura- 
cy. His versatility is what distances him 
from other greats who also couldn't carry 
their teams to a title. Aptitude to beat you 
inside or out, facing or with back to bas- 
ket, with a jumper or with a running one- 
hander or hook. NBC plans to use a blue 
dot to follow him next time he disappears 
in fourth quarter. 


4 Maurice Cheeks: Most underrat- 

ed player of all time. McHale says 
no one’s shot was harder to block “be- 
cause he never picked up his dribble un- 
til you committed yourself.” An implausi- 
ble knack for when to go for the steal and 
aconsecrated gift for running the team. 
Persistency and durability were the at- 
tributes that made him so appealing. 
“His only limitations were that he wasn’t 
6-9 and charismatic,” commends Cousy. 


4 Jack Sikma: Impossible to cate- 
gorize. Only 7-footer to win free- 
throw crown. Peerless at catching, turn- 
ing and hitting the behind-the-head shot. 
When defense took it away, he stepped 
outside and became a three-point shoot- 
er. In 14 illustrious seasons, scored more 
than 17,000 points, grabbed almost 
11,000 rebounds and played uncompro- 

mising D. 
4 Jerry Lucas: Only forward in his- 
tory to average 20 rebounds. Only 


non-center to average 20 points and 20 
boards. His 50-percent shooting includ- 
ed long-range bombs and driving hooks 
with both hands. First to run by scorer’s 
table to make sure he was credited with 
arebound. Also was first to pursue last 
rebound of every quarter and misses off 
foul shots. 
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4 Bernard King: Term “game face” 
was created in his honor. Beat up 
opponents on offense the way others do 
on defense. Would not be denied 
shot or position. Signatures? Mar- 
velously quick release and incen- 
diary finish after bolting down 
the left wing. “No matter how > 
you played him, he'd get you in 
foul trouble,” marvels 
McHale. . 


4 Nate Thurmond: Re- 
ceived as many acco- 
lades from Wilt and Kareem for 
his defense as for his points and 
rebounds. One of the greatest 
shot blockers of all time. Totally in- 
timidated Pettit by playing 4 feet off 
him but still being quick and long 
enough to block his shot. Nobody 
wanted to be guarded by this Rolls 
Royce of centers. Was legendin ,, 
San Francisco before Grateful ¥ 
Dead. 


4 Wes Unseld: Famous for ¢ 

two-handed full-court out- 
let passes, under-the-rim re- 
bounds and Washington Monu- 
ment-sized picks. League MVP in 
his rookie year. Once outboarded 


The changing 
face of NBA 
pivot men: 
Fromtop, the 


entire Knicks team ina playoff \ Bullets’ Big By 
game. How impenetrable was the Jazz’s 
Wide Wes? “It was like playing Mailman, the 


against a handball court,” said 
a frustrated Billy Paultz. 


4 Robert Parish: Pres- 4\~ 
ence was there game -+ 
after game, season after? 
season. It’s incomprehen- 
sible to have done whathe ~~ 
has forsolong. Onnights 
he didn’t have to shoot, he 
wouldn’t and didn’t com- 
plain about it. On nights you 
had to go to him, he'd deliver. The ideal 
third option on three title teams. You 
can’t measure his impact and value in 
ounces. 


50 George Mikan: The initiator of ef- 
fective post play. Excellent ball 
handler. Wonderful hook shot with either 
hand. Lane was widened to 12 feet in ’57 
to give others a chance in occupied area. 
Rolled off successive years of 21.3, 28.3, 
27.4, 28.4, 23.8 and 20.6 in an era of 60- 
and 70-point games. In seven seasons, 
Minneapolis Lakers won five titles. Com- 
pletely dominated his era. First and last 
7-footer who couldn’t dunk. * 


Spurs’ Admiral. 
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-\ John Madden ¥ 
‘ sh kles 50-Years 
of Footbal 


fien Ifirstame tothe Oakland Raiders as the linebacker 


*e0ach|in'1967, we drafted Gene Upshaw andtraded for ‘ 
George’ Bianda and Willie Brown—in my firstyear! We | 
Went fo'the Super Bow! and played the Packers. | 
eon, hell jwe'll goto the SuperBow! every year. 
me head coach in ‘69. ae eres fiat the-piayers| K 
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JOHN MADDEN/EY! 


4 whole minicamps started. Now these 
> teams are gearing up in the summer. | 
A never told anyone this reason, but! 
=.just wanted practice at being a head 
s¢oach with the younger players and 
the free agents before the veterans 

“came in, know what | mean? 

Before the veterans arrived in 1969, 
we had a rookie game with the Dallas 
Gowboys. We charged cheap to getin 
and had over 40,000 fans. Eldridge 
Dickey and Ken Stabler from Alabama 
were our quarterbacks, and Roger 
Staubach had just come out of the 
Navy. So we had a great matchup with 
Stabler vs. Staubach. We beat ’em big. 

By the time the veterans came in, | 
had this coaching thing down pretty 
good. We're talking about 1969. Heck, 
thad players older than me. At that 
time, there was a lot of respect for 
‘whoever was coach. That first year, we 
Were 13-1. That’s a pretty respectable 
Start. 

The best player we played against 
Was Joe Namath, quarterback of the 

iets. He was a great passer, and he 
> had that quickness in getting rid of the 
football. Namath was amazing, and he 

was tough. And then, of course, he 

“had all that charisma and the leader- 

=. ship too. 

: This is my 18th year in broadcast- 
ing, and, offensively, Joe Montana of 
the 49ers is the best I’ve seen from the 
booth. He was so damn cool. He was 
‘doing what everyone else did, but he 

“made it look so much easier. He never 
Struggled. Defensively, it was the Gi- 

“ants’ linebacker, Lawrence Taylor. LT 
as simply the most dominant player 
ever on defense. 

Out of all the players, though, 
§. there aren’t many who can domi- 
#* nate a football game the way Jim 
"e Brown did. He's one of the great- 
»-est players of all time. | don’t know 
ifin this era a guy could dominate 
from arunning back 
position. The closest 
would be Emmitt 
Smith, and then 
maybe Barry Sanders. 
They can take over 
and dominate in the 
sense of holdinga 
lead. Butif you're 
going to dominate 
today, you've got 
to be a quarter- 
back, a Steve 
Young oraTroy 

Aikman. 
| could never 
pick one of my own 
guys as my favorite 
player of all time; 
that would be like pick- 
ing one of your kids as 


Stauhach/(abave 
/ Dallas ina'\69 roakle 
“\serimmage . 


the favorite. There were so many great: 
ones and great guys with the Raiders} 
like Stabler, Ted Hendricks, one.of the 


all-timers in George Blanda, Willie<s; 


Brown, Gene Upshaw, Dave Casper; 
big Art Shell and Ray Guy, the greatest 
punter ever. So many players:over. 
such along period of time meant.so: 
much to me. 

I'll tell you one thing, it was a heck’of. 
alot easier when | coached. The play= 


ers didn’t make the money they dow 


now, and there was more fun init. For: 
the first time since | got out of coach= 
ing in 1978, | feel like | couldn’t coach? 
Even with the changes—three-man *. 
line or a four-man line, so many substi 
tutions, nickel packages, players 
changing teams—I thought | could still 
coach. Then when this salary,cap & 
came about and the free-agency thing: 
took off, | knew | couldn’t coach an} 
more. 

See, | always believed that we weres 
allon the same side. Let's have fun, 
some laughs, play hard and try to win. 
every time out. It’s not as much fun for 
the players today. The player-coach 
relationship will never be like it was 20 


years ago. However, | do like football”, 


the way it’s played today, and.l"™m. 
probably going to like it better next: 
year. These guys are stronger, faster, 
quicker and in better shape than play= 
ers decades ago. ‘ 

The NFL has really changed.to a 
passing game, but it’s funny because’ 
there aren’t enough quarterbacks to 
go around these days. That’s why, 
Dave Krieg and Warren Moonand 
Vince Evans are still around, and. 
that’s also why Dan Marino and 
John Elway will play forever. 
There are no new ones coming 
in. 

The run defense, especially 
the role of the middle 
linebacker, has changed. 

We used to have the Dick 
Butkus and the Sam Huff 

and the Ray Nitschke 
types. It’s getting to the 

point where we might not 

have the middle linebacker 
anymore. They take out this player on 
passing downs. Hacksaw Reynolds, 
Matt Millen—there’s no place for those 
tough guys anymore. s 

The guys playing today want to 
know about the players back then. 
Players ask me about Raiders defén- 
sive back Jack Tatum. The other day, | 
introduced [Cowboys offensive line- 
man] Nate Newton to Tatum, Naté.s 


» 


turned to me and said, “Jack was'my. 5 


idol.” 

You get a lot of today’s players who: 
watched guys like Stabler and Fred: 
Biletnikoff when they were kids grow=": 
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get taped, play a football game and 
go home. 

But there was atime attraining 
camp in Santa Rosa, Calif., when 
they had a horse show going on the 
same time the Raiders were in town. 
Before practice, | used to have a habit 
of calling out to the guys, “Everyone 
up,” and they would run to me and 
huddle up for instructions or what- 
ever. 

Well, there was a fence all around 
our practice field, and this one day! 
said, “Everyone up,” and the gates 
open up and Ted Hendricks is sitting 
there on a horse. He was wearing an 
army helmet and his football uniform. 
He rode up to the circle and | said, 
“That’s nice, Ted,” not trying to over- 
react. Ona horse! 

Another time, we had traded for 
Bob Brown. He was a big, strong, 
powerful All-Pro player, one of the 
great tackles to play this game. Train- 
ing camp had started, and then we 
traded for him, so we were wondering 
what to call him. Do wecall him 
Boomer or Bob or what? 

For his first practice, Bob Brown 
walks out of the dressing room and 
right up the sideline, and the guys are 
looking at the great big arms on him; 
he was a menacing-looking guy. He 
walks up, bends over into a three- 
point stance, and goes WAP! with his 
arm into the wooden goalposts—at 
the time there were two sticking into 
the ground, not just one—and 
BOOM! the goalpost falls down. The 
whole thing! 

He walks back by the team— 
they’re just staring—and into the 
locker room to get dressed. | say, 
“Now we know what to call him: Mr. 
Brown.” One shot, one forearm, the 
entire goalpost. Now that’s a tough 
guy. 
Intimidation is something you ei- 
ther have or don’t have. It’s how the 
hell you play, not what you say, 
meaning you can swagger around, 
but if you can’t play, it doesn’t do you 
any good. We never talked about it on 
the Raiders. We had a real advantage 
in the Oakland Coliseum with our 
fans and those silver and black uni- 
forms. If we did intimidate people, 
fine, but we didn’t try. You don’t in- 
timidate pros. We laughed a few 
times after getting hit, so they 
might’ve thought we were goofy. 

People ask me about the BOOM! 
but I’ve always talked that way. 
That’s the way | coached. If you’re 
trying to make a point, you’ve got to 
send the message. 

Ted Hendricks sent a message to 
me once in his own way. He came 
over to my house one day, right 


around the time | was going to retire 
from coaching. 

On the way over, he sees this big- 
old “Yield” sign on the highway and 
thinks, “I’ve got to take that.” So he 
backed up his car, and BOOM! 
knocked the thing over. 

| answered the door, asked him 
about the sign that was now in my 
front yard, and he said, “I don’t know 
what this means, | just wanted to 
bring you something, and it looked 
good atthe time.” | moved and | 
planted the thing in my backyard. 
Probably nobody else has a “Yield” 
signin his backyard. 

Another time in Santa Rosa they 
were getting ready to tear down the 
motel and the place where the 
Raiders used to hold training camp. 
The old goalposts were still there, 
and they had found an old seven- 
man sled that the Raiders had left 
there. The players used to hit it, and | 
used to stand on top of it, yelling, 
“Drive! Drive! Drive!” We always 
joked about the seven-man sled 
whenever we got together. | went 
home that night worrying that the 
wrecking crew was going to take it. 
So the next day I called the guy, and 
the minute they knew | wanted it, it 
was a big deal. But | paid for it and 
had a moving company take it back 
to my office. It’s in my office parking 
lot right now! 

i had some of the old players over 
the other night—Upshaw, Tom Keat- 
ing, Ben Davidson—and we were 
standing around it, telling old seven- 
man sled stories. | guess I’m the only 
man who’s gota “Yield” sign in my 
backyard and a seven-man sled in 
my parking lot. 

This season, | still think the three 
greatest teams in the NFC will be the 
49ers, Cowboys and Packers. It’s a 
quarterback league, and that’s Steve 
Young, Troy Aikman and Brett Favre. 
The AFC is tougher, so you just don’t 
know. That’s the great thing about 
the league; they’ve got to go play. 
That’s what the NFL has over other 
sports: We play limited games, once 
aweek, so each game is bigger. It 
creates a little urgency and added im- 
portance to every game. 

I’m just happy to be a part of the 
first Fox Super Bowl—and football, 
for that matter. Over the years, this 
game has taught mea lot of stuff and 
given mea ton of great memories. * 


Aplayer on the 1960 Philadelphia Eagles 
championship team, John Madden went onto 
coach the mafioso of football, the Oakland 
Raiders, into a power. Madden can be seen 
on Sundays with his pal Pat Summerall in the 
Fox football booth. 
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101946, up perhaps a hundred feet from 
where LeRoy Vaughn sat, a Red Sox official 
watched Jackie Robinson and two other 
African-American players work out, then told 
aminion, “Get the niggers off the field.” Now 
hé¥é;right down front, LeRoy Vaughn, a one- 
time Baltimore Colts running back and ca- 
reer educator, watches as his son Maurice, 
with Robinson’s 42 on his back, receives 
routine roars of approval, night in and night 
out the loudest of any Red Sox player, be- 
Cause he is the most popular current athlete 
inthe city. 

The metamorphosis of the American 
League's original flagship franchise re- 
flects the slow change of the core eth- = 
nic neighborhood structure of an in- 
grained, traditional city dealing with the = 


uous 


HOU 


advent of the 21st century. 

The single-most significant event of the 
past 50 years in baseball, in all of American 
sports, occurred back in 1947. No, not Bill 
Bevens’ near no-hitter. Forty-nine years ago, 
Jackie Robinson debuted with the Brooklyn 
Dodgers. (William Buckley's National Review 
calls Robinson “one of the 10 most important 
figures in American history.”) 

While today we watch Michael Jordan and 
Emmitt Smith and Albert Belle, and our kids 
find it hard to believe that there really was a 
time when general managers told minions to 
“get the niggers off the field,” understand the 
place in time in which Branch Rickey brought 
Robinson to Brooklyn; it was still seven years 
before Brown vs. the Board of Education, the 
landmark Supreme Court case that struck 
down the doctrine of “separate, but equal.” 

“| wear my number [42] in honor of the 
great men who actually changed society and 
made America what it is,” says Mo Vaughn, 
“and what Jackie Robinson made possible for 
Americans like the Vaughns.” 

Baseball has evolved into a microcosm of 
the melting pot that is the fabric of the country. 
Fifty years on, the Dodgers are still leaders in 
the progressive study of baseball and society. 
In their 1996 pitching rotation are Hideo 
Nomo, the first Japanese hero in American 
baseball; Ramon Martinez, from the Domini- 
can Republic; Ismael Valdes, a Mexican 
whose immediate impact in Southern Califor- 
nia would have been greater had the Dodgers 
not brought Fernando Valenzuela up from the 
hills in September 1980; and Chan Ho Park, 
the first Korean native to make the majors and 
asymbol to the half-million Koreans in Los 
Angeles, many of whom were devastated in 
the city’s rioting earlier in the decade. 

Baseball always was this way. In the 19th 
century, it was played by the English and Irish 
immigrants of the Northeast. In time, it be- 
came a steppingstone for Italians and Euro- 
peans. Soon after Robinson's breakthrough, 
baseball began its Latin influx by importing 
Cubans in the early 50s. Today, in addition to 
Koreans and Japanese, there are native Aus- 
tralians, Panamanians, Dutch and Colom- 
bians, with a Brazilian (Jose Pett) in the Toron- 
to Blue Jays’ immediate plans and an Argen- 
tinian on the distant horizon for the Montreal 
Expos. 

Unfortunately, the people who own and 
run baseball haven't always grasped that the 
sport is the national game. While they've con- 
tinually marketed for past generations, 
they've created a hole in their fan ozone, 
namely the African-American audience that, 
neglected, moved on to basketball and foot- 
ball. 

The impact of Jackie Robinson cannot be 
understated. Just ask Willie James Boyd, who 
pitched in the Negro Leagues in Meridian, 
Miss., owned a ballpark there, a park where 
Henry Aaron and Willie Mays played before, 
they signed. Boyd’s peak was before the time 
when blacks in Meridian went off to play white 
organized baseball, so he and his family 
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~A'$, andthe lethal Reds bats with Joe 
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‘played the game the way it had been played 
for100 years. That meant working for mon- 
ey and playing for love. 

“One of the men | worked for was the 
‘Grand-Dragon of the KKK,” the elder Boyd 
télated in 1985, when his son Dennis estab- 
lished himself with the Red Sox. “I'll never 
‘forget that morning in 1965. | was working in 
the yard when the man and his boys took off 
Up.the road for Philadelphia to take care of 
the civil-rights workers. Now the manis 
destitute, shriveled up with arthritis, pathet- 
ic? And Willie James Boyd's boy is pitching 
inthe big leagues.” 


They didn't watch the 1946 World Se- 
ties. People listened to Enos Slaughter’s 
mad dash around the bases on radios, or 
tead about it the next day in the newspa- 
pers, because baseball was reported to us 
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back then. Now weare there. 

Next to the breaking of the color barrier, 
the most significant change over the last 50 
years has been how television has come to 
control the business. When Robinson 
broke in, the games were in the afternoon 
and the revenues were from the gate. That 
season, the average attendance was 1.2 
million per team. Today, the Houston Astros 
say they cannot survive at less than 2.5 mil- 
lion. Seattle lost money with more than that. 
Television and diversity of revenues made 
teams into entertainment entities (the New 
York Yankees take home $50 million in local 
television money), prisoners of marketing, 
which meant signing players and convinc- 
ing the public and the sponsors that next 
year would be the right year. Once players 
were freed from the reserve system that 
had long protected owners from one an- 


other, salaries soared; 50 years on, the av- 
erage salary was close to $1.3 million, 
more than an entire ’47 payroll. 

It was NBC’s coverage of the 1975 
World Series that helped turn baseball to- 
ward the end of the century, right ata time 
when football—which, under Pete Rozelle, 
figured out TV—had dominated fora 
decade. Owners saw that they had two dif- 
ferent forms of entertainment—home and 
live—and, with Camden Yards the model, 
have realized, belatedly, that to get the 
people into the parks in the '90s, the selling 
of the game has moved far beyond the tra- 
dition of opening the gates and assuming 
they will come. 

But television, from local coverage to 
ESPN to NBC and Fox, has also changed 
the players. They are video personalities 
today, which makes a small number of 
them $5 million a year. But they also are al- 
ways on stage, with cameras bringing their 
every grimace, every momentary dispute in 
their dugouts into our homes. Where once 
Leo Durocher could say and do any 
damned thing he pleased to and witha 
player, now today, if Jim Riggleman con- 
fronts Jamie Navarro in the dugout or Cal 
Ripken Jr. glowers after being removed for 
apinch runner, we watch it all unfurl. 

In the height of Bobby Bonilla’s unhap- 
piness in New York, he was caught by a 
television camera on the dugout phone 
making a call asking about an official scor- 
er’s decision, and the next day he was on 
the front page of all three New York 
tabloids. Jose Canseco once said, “Some- 
times | feel as if I'm in acage, with everyone 
looking in.” There is a price for everything. 

The cry of the ’80s was, “Whatever hap- 
pened to heroes?” Heroes, of course, are 
part of mythology, and the immediate me- 
dia replaced mythology. If Pete Rose had 
broken in in 1947, he’d be in Cooperstown, 
but then, if John F. Kennedy were 40 years 
old and aU.S. Senator today, he’d never 
be elected president. 

During the much-discussed PBS airing 
of Ken Burns’ series on baseball, alot of 
film was devoted to Walter O’Malley’s de- 
cision to take the Dodgers to Los Angeles, 
a decade after he brought Robinson to 
Brooklyn. Much of the time was spent wax- 
ing about the loss of innocence and the 
Brooklyn neighborhoods, but that was 
baseball in a different time and place in 
American society, before the small urban 
neighborhoods had begun to break down 
as the ready-cash audience moved west 
and south and suburban. 

This O'Malley understood. Today, there 
are six teams on the West Coast. One of 
the three most profitable franchisesis in 
Denver, and if Jerry Colangelo’s projec- 
tions are correct, in 1998 the fourth biggest 
revenue cow will be the Arizona Diamond- 
backs. The sport has moved into Canada 
and may soon be in Mexico City; in fact, the 
Padres are playing regular-season games 


in Mexico. 

In 1958, New York hosted the World 
Series for the 10th consecutive year. Near- 
ly 40 years later, New York hasn’t hosted a 
World Series game in a decade, and since 
that final Mets victory in 1986, four champi- 
ons have come from Toronto and Min- 
neapolis, one each from L.A., Oakland, 
Cincinnati and Atlanta. Only one of those 
markets, Cincinnati, had a team when 
O'Malley pulled out of Ebbets Field, and 
now Cincinnati is one of the four smallest 
markets in the business. The Braves are on 
their third city; when they left Common- 
wealth Avenue in Boston, they began a mi- 
gration pattern that saw six of the 16 fran- 
Chises that had been in place for more than 
50 years move within one decade. 

In 1952, do you think Adlai Stevenson 
really worried about the California primary? 

Until Hall of Famer Jim Bunning, Felipe 
Alou, Robin Roberts and a few other play- 
ers got together and found Marvin Miller to 
run their union, or guild, players had no re- 
course against owners. The fellows who 
owned the teams were monarchs. If they 
wanted to give someone a paycut for hit- 
ting .337, they could—the reserve system 
allowed them. Miller, who was ever armed 
with brilliant labor attorneys like Richard 
Moss, battled owners on anumber of 
fronts. 

The first was on pension, and on the last 
day of March in 1972, the players walked. 
Yes, they walked. That's a weary tune now, 
but then, it was the first strike. Soon there- 
after, Miller earned the players the right to 
salary and dispute arbitration. Next, by hav- 
ing Andy Messersmith and Dave McNally 
play out the 1975 season without contracts, 
Miller, in January 1976, had the reserve sys- 
tem overturned. The owners had to deal 
with the reality of the free market. 

So in 1976, the owners locked out the 
players until Bowie Kuhn ordered them 
back, and by midseason a new system, in 
which players had to work six full seasons 
before they could have their job freedom, 
was adopted. In 1985, a players’ strike last- 
ed a day. In 1990, the owners held another 
lockout. Then, in 1994, the players walked 
out on Aug. 10, cancelling the World Se- 
ries. They returned the next spring whena 
New York judge ruled that the owners had 
violated labor laws. In other words, the only 
reason they played again was out of a tech- 
nicality. 

Labor cost two commissioners their 
jobs, as well the office of the commissioner 
itself. By the mid-’90s, the Players Associ- 
ation was perhaps the strongest union in 
America, and owners couldn't decide the 
tules—like the strike zone—without union 
approval, not to mention even think of dis- 
Cipline. In reality, it’s been two decades of 
solidarity after 75 years of bondage, and 20 
years from now, we'll probably look back 
and see that the pendulum had actually 
swung back to the middle. 


The game that changed the way we 
watched baseball was the first game of the 
1954 World Series. Watched. Early on, 
Cleveland's Vic Wertz hita line drive into left- 
center that appeared headed, skipping, to 
the outer bounds of the Polo Grounds, before 
Willie Mays slashed across at full speed and 
cut if off—bare-handed. That saved one, 
maybe tworuns. Later, Mays had his historic 
back-to-the-plate catch off Wertz. Leading 
off the bottom of the 10th against Bob 
Lemon, the score tied 2-2, Mays fouled off 
several pitches and worked a rare Lemon 
walk. He then stole second base, which was 
ashock to an American League opponent 
who was 111-43. Jackie Jenson led the AL in 
steals that season with just 22. Mays’ running 
forced an intentional walk and got into the 
game pinch-hitter Dusty Rhodes, who 
homered into the right-field overhang. The 
series was askew and the game was 
changed. 

Players were smaller and slower than to- 
day. There was little threat of base-stealing, 
so pitchers pumped over their heads before 
delivering. Hitters were open-stanced and 
tried to pull fly balls. Artificial turf changed the 
game in the ’60s with the construction of the 
Eighth Wonder of the World, Houston's As- 
trodome. An offensive era that peaked in the 
*30s died in the ‘60s, then was revived in the 
'90s as pitchers became short-term special- 
ists, hitters got bigger, stronger, wiser and 
were raised on aluminum bats, small ball- 
parks anda shrunken strike zone. 

Robinson changed the game. So did 
Mays and Mickey Mantle. Roger Maris’ star 
burned out, buthe changed history when he 
broke Babe Ruth’s single-season home run 
record. Maris’ 61, in fact, has held up longer 
than Ruth’s 60. Henry Aaron made an even 
larger impact by overtaking Ruth’s career 
mark of 714, although he had to endure the fi- 
nal bigoted vestiges of the ashes of another 
era. Sandy Koufax’s career was frustratingly 
brief, but he was an all-timer. So was Rose, 
the working-class hero, and Roberto 
Clemente fortunately opened the world to 
hundreds of extraordinary Hispanic players. 
Reggie Jackson was perhaps the first great 
video star. The Oakland Athletics of Charles 
Oscar Finley changed the way we enjoyed 
our athletes, iconoclastic and swaggering in 
contrast to the stoic DiMaggio ideal. George 
Brett captivated the country with his 1980 bid 
tohit .400. Messersmith changed the game, 
as did Valenzuelaand Nomo. 

The difference is that in 1947, Branch 
Rickey and Jackie Robinson /ed. Today, 
baseball is entertainment, and entertain- 
ment moguls are going to give the public 
what they think it wants. “So now,” says 
the man with Robinson’s number on his 
back, Mo Vaughn, “itis up to us as indi- 
viduals to change what has to be 
changed.” * 


Peter Gammonsis a Boston Globe columnist 
and baseball analyst for ESPN. 
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The history, by decade, from top to 
bottom: 1940s: Boxer Joe Louis; 
Jackie Robinson breaks color 
barrier in 1947; September 1948: 
Ted Williams and Joe DiMaggio; 
Toronto Maple Leafs, 1950s: 
Yankee Mickey Mantle; Don Larsen 
ofthe Yankees throwsa perfect 
game in 1956 World Series; 
January 1957: University of Kansas’ 
WiltChamberlain; New York 
Yankees. 1960s: Cleveland's Jim 
Brown; Chamberlain scores 100vs. 
Knicks in 1962; September 1967: 
Reds hit man Pete Rose; Boston 
Celtics. 


1970s: Bucks/Lakers center 
Kareem Abdul-Jabbar; Secretariat, 
wins Triple Crown in 1972; January 
1977: Cowboys QB Roger 
Staubach; Pittsburgh Steelers. 
1980s: Edmonton Oilers’ Wayne 
Gretzky; USA hockey victory over 
USSR in 1980; September 1986: 
40th-anniversary issue; Los 
Angeles Lakers. 1990s: Bulls’ 
Michael Jordan; Cal Ripken's 
consecutive game No. 2,131; 
December 1991: Michael Jordan; 


Dallas Cowboys. 
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SPORT has seenthe unbreakable ‘eo 
broken, the undoable done. Truly, # 
these past five decadeshavebee 


RECORD > 


taring coolheaded into'Baltimore’s sf * 
September night air, Cal Ripken Jr, ale : 
looking grayer than 35, played consec- Le - 


utive game No. 2,131, a record. 


“I'm not Lou Gehrig,” Ripken told u: =F 
when The Streakbecame his own, and hewas Z 
right. He proved to be more durable. He hita a 
home run, played his routine flawless short 
stop and slapped skin with everybody in the 
house, including the police. On that night, Rip- ~ 
ken was better...than anyone. 


Back in 1946, who could’ve imaginéd that 


someone could play 14-plus seasons without#® 
missing a game, thata half-footed kicker might Waa © 
jomeday boot a 63-yard field goal, or thata > 
asketball giant might score 100 pointsii it 
ingle game. These are records that chill our 
kin. 

Records represent performances o} 


laying field so beyond the grasp of the 
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Pass history: Oscar Robertson dished the torch to Magic Johnson, whose assist record was eclipsed by John Stockton. 


average athlete, they appear almost impossible to best. 
The unbreakable records, those mythic milestones that 
capture our imagination, give mere mortals the chance to 
rub elbows with immortality. 

“For many people, the only thing they think can give 
them a sense of being part of something larger than them- 
selves is sports,” says Dr. Dallas Willard of USC, one of 
the nation’s leading sports ethicists. “At the same time, 
people wish to be superior. And if they can’t achieve that 
sense of ascendancy on their own, they try to get it by 
identifying with those people and records they believe are 
superior.” 

Unfortunately, we haven't the pages to single out all the 
greats—the superiority of Wayne Gretzky and his count- 
less hockey records, Carl Lewis or Edwin Moses and their 
marks in track and field, Jack Nicklaus’ 20 major wins, 
Martina Navratilova’s 167 singles tennis victories. They 
don't go unnoticed or unappreciated. 

With that in mind, we serve up the three major Ameri- 
can sports—baseball, football and basketball—anda 
handful of unbreakable records worth particular mention. 

Joe DiMaggio told us years after his 56-game hitting 
streak: “I wanted to keep it going. | wanted it to go on forev- 
er.” He can at least take comfort in knowing that his record 
may indeed stand forever. 


Baseball is a statistician’s dream, thanks to Henry 
Chadwick, who, more than any other man, established 
how games would be scored. In doing so, he created an 
amazing abundance of statistics upon which unbreakable 
records rely. 

So important was his contribution to the game that 
when Chadwick was voted into baseball’s Hall of Fame, he 
was enshrined in the regular Hall with the players and 


WOSPORT 


managers, as opposed to joining the writers in their wing. 

Perhaps the greatest record set in the last 50 years oc- 
curred on Sept. 6, 1995, when Cal Ripken Jr. played ina 
baseball game to break Lou Gehrig’s consecutive-games 
streak, long believed the mother of all unbreakable 
records. 

From 1925 to 1939, Gehrig played through the pain of 
broken bones, bruises and muscle strains, the discomfort 
of colds and fevers and hitting slumps. It took a fatal ill- 
ness—amyotrophic lateral sclerosis—to stop him, nota 
muscle pull ora slump. 

His record stood 56 years. 

Ripken is aman whose honesty, work ethic and persis- 
tence rivals Gehrig's. The week before he broke the mark, 
Ripken battled a high fever that left him with soaked blan- 
kets each night. Yet like Gehrig, he never gave any 
thought to giving in to the sickness. Nothing has kept Rip- 
ken out of the lineup since May 30, 1982. 

“Pd like to think that if and when it happens,” Ripken told 
us a few months before the record became his own, “I 
would come out on the field with the same attitude: There’s 
a game to play. | want to play. I'm healthy enough to play. If 
the manager wants me to play, then | will.” 

No sports story of the last 50 years received more ink 
than Roger Maris’ pursuit of Babe Ruth’s single-season 
home run record and Henry Aaron's assault on Ruth’s ca- 
reer homer mark. The reason? There is no more beloved 
figure in baseball folklore than Babe Ruth, 

Maris passed Ruth on the last day of the 1961 season, 
but even before he hit his record-breaker off Tracy Stallard, 
he had earned the enmity of baseball's commissioner, Ford 
Frick, for having the temerity to pursue the Bambino’s 
record. Frick decided by midsummer that unless Maris or 
Mickey Mantle (who also chased the record until an infec- 


yOOTENS NYE 


E 


Ruthian records: Maris (right) hit No. 61 in’61, 13 years before Hank hammered No. 715, breaking the Babe’s career mark. 


tion cut his season short, leaving him with 54 homers) 
matched or surpassed the Babe's record in the first 154 
games of the season, there would be a permanent asterisk 
affixed to the record set in a 162-game season. It was 
Frick’s way of cheapening the accomplishment. It worked. 

The jeering that began during Maris’ pursuit of the “un- 
breakable” record only increased the following year. It be- 
came.an albatross for him—an unfair standard against 
which he was measured and found lacking the rest of his 
career. 

“When | hit 61 home runs in 1961, many people called 
me the new home run king,” Maris told SPORT in Septem- 
ber 1963. “I thought that was ridiculous and always insist- 
ed! was merely a guy who had a good season. When 
someone breaks Babe Ruth's career record of 714 home 
runs, the time will come to talk about a new home run king. 
Not until then.” 

A little more than a decade later, Ruth’s all-time home 
run record indeed was being threatened, by Aaron. Fueled 
in part by racial bigotry and in part by unsupportable loyal- 
ties to Babe Ruth, aman most never met, some “fans” 
turned Aaron's pursuit into a living hell for him. He was vili- 
fied, insulted and threatened. By the time he finally sur- 
passed Ruth’s 714, on April 8, 1974, Aaron had lost much 
of the joy of the game he once loved. 

Nevertheless, anew home run king was crowned. 


The New Orleans Saints were down to their last play on 
Nov. 8, 1970, trailing 17-16 to Detroit. The ball rested on 
the Saints’ own 44-yard line and, but for an anticipated Hail 
Mary pass from quarterback Billy Kilmer, the game was 
over. 

Suddenly, everyone on the Lions’ bench stopped shak- 
ing hands and looked onto the field; instead of the Kilmer 


heave, Saints head coach Tom Fears was sending his 
field goal unit onto the field. 

Tom Dempsey, who made it to the NFL despite having 
birth defects that probably would've discouraged lesser 
men from even trying, looked up at the distant crossbar 
and measured off his stride. He thought the kick was 
achievable because he had split the uprights a year earlier 
with room to spare from 55 yards—one yard short of the 
NFL record. 

Equipped with a special shoe fitted for his kicking foot— 
he was born without toes and the front portion of his foot— 
Dempsey had trained himself for this moment. 

From the 37-yard line, he readied himself as the crowd 
grew silent. Finally, the ball was snapped and put down 
perfectly by the holder, The Detroit defenders made a half- 
hearted rush as Dempsey lifted the ball off the ground. 

Both teams turned and watched the football sail end 
over end for what seemed like an eternity before crossing 
the goalpost. The gun sounded and the jubilant Saints 
walked away with a 19-17 victory over the stunned Lions. 

The Dempsey kick aside, football has not been a big 
sport for unbreakable records. Don Shula’s 324 coaching 
wins, Walter Payton’s career rushing mark of 16,726 and 
Dan Marino's passing records seem secure, in large part 
because a drastic economic shift has shortened careers. 

And wide receiver Jerry Rice’s numbers would appear 
even more untouchable than the rest. Rice is, quite frankly, 
the catch of a lifetime. When retirement beckons—he 
claims he has four more years left in him—Rice will own 
virtually every all-time receiving record for a season, ca- 
reer and the postseason. 

Unlike many great college players (Rice set Division II 
records at Mississippi Valley State for receptions, receiv- 
ing yards and touchdowns in a season), Rice continued his 
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Rice’s records will be tough to catch, unlike Brown’s marks, which were broken after he took a premature seat in 1965. 


brilliance and dominance as a pro. His secret: dedication 
to excellence. No one trains harder than Rice, who has 
grown into a perfectionist of almost mythical proportions. 

“You've got to work your butt off to stay on top,” Rice 
told us last year, “and I'm not ready to give that up right 
now.” 

Jim Brown retired in his prime in 1965, the holder of 11 
rushing records that have since been eclipsed. O.J. 
Simpson rushed for 2,003 yards in 1973 in just 14 
games. His record, too, was bested, by Eric Dickerson’s 
2,105 yards in 1984. 


Basketball didn't compete with baseball and football 
as the premier professional sport until 1979, when Magic 
Johnson and Larry Bird turned pro. Since then, fans have 
been lured courtside to witness, among other notables, 
the all-time scoring and assists records broken. Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar’s mind-boggling 38,387 career points, 
however, may never be bettered. 

Perhaps the most impressive and memorable NBA 
record was set long before the sport's popularity boom of 
the 1980s. On March 2, 1962, the Philadelphia Warriors 
played the New York Knicks in Hershey, Pa. Twice earli- 
erin the season, Wilt Chamberlain, the Goliath center of 
the Warriors, had lit up the scoreboard, scoring 78 and 73 
points. 

On this night, he did something long dreamt of ina 
professional game: He scored 100 points. He took 63 
shots, sinking 36 of them (both records), and converted 
28 of 32 free throws (another set of records). 

The closest anyone has come to matching that perfor- 
mance: Chamberlain the following season with 73 
against the Knicks, and David Thompson when he also 
scored 73 against the Detroit Pistons in 1978. 
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What might be even more unbreakable than Cham- 
berlain’s single-game scoring record is his scoring aver- 
age for the 1962 season: 50.4 points per game (Michael 
Jordan's 37.1 average in 1987 remains the closest). 

“The one I’m proudest of? Well, that’s my 50.4 aver- 
age over 80 games,” Chamberlain said in the spring of 
1963. “That was something because it wasn’t one game 
but a full season. Greatness is marked by consistency.” 

There weren't as many great centers in the league 
at that time, but you can’t denounce Chamberlain for 
playing when he did, and you can’t bury the numbers 
he put on the scoreboard. Besides, he still holds the 
record for rebounds (55), and that was against the 
Celtics’ defense and rebounding specialist Bill Russell. 

What is perhaps even more amazing than John 
Stockton’s NBA career assists and steals marks is how 
low-key the Utah Jazz point guard has remained 
throughout his unceremonious rise past the likes of Os- 
car Robertson and Magic Johnson. 

“I don’t think of myself near those other great point 
guards; the record is just a stat,” Stockton told us be- 
fore breaking the assists mark last spring. “Once you 
start thinking you're good, that’s when you get ham- 
mered.” 

But there’s no downplaying the significance of set- 
ting the all-time assists record. Stockton’s 11,310 as- 
sists are more than 1,000 ahead of Magic Johnson, the 
No. 2 man at 10,141. His 14.5 assist per game average 
in 1990 also is a record. 

From Robertson to Johnson to Stockton, Gehrig to Rip- 
ken, Ruth to Aaron, and Brown to Payton, records have 
been set and broken, providing sports with superhuman 
intensity and a magical measuring stick, a connection to 
the record-setters themselves. * 
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f 1Tesis tible fd ONCES ‘Trends thar Transformed Auto Racing By Rick Voeglin 


Auto racing's first half-century passed unremarked and unreported 
in SPORT Magazine. America’s automobile industry, celebrating its 
100th birthday in 1996, had already survived five decades before 
the first issue of SPORT rolled off a printing press. Racing has 
played a prominent role in the car business ever since Henry Ford 
and Louis Chevrolet figured out that speed sells cars. 

Amotorsports correspondent for SPORT's inaugural issue 
would have been hard-pressed to find much to report in 1946. The 
Indianapolis 500 had been ona four-year hiatus during World War Il. 
International sports-car racing was shell-shocked, and the Euro- 
pean factories that produced the classic marques lay in ruins. Stock 
carracing was just a gleam in Big Bill France’s eye; his first NASCAR 
race was still two years in the future. There were scattered reports of 
ex-servicemen racing their cut-down “hot rods” on dry lakebeds in 
Southern California, but drag racing had yet to be invented. 

‘So how did auto racing accelerate from zero to the big time in 50 
years? Four irresistible forces were responsible: tracks, talent, tech- 


nology and television. 

Most of the facilities that hosted auto races 50 years ago were as 
crude as the men and machines that competed on them. The fast 
but dangerous board tracks of the ’30s had been dismantled; the 
cost of maintaining these high-banked wooden bowls—paid in both 
drivers’ lives and hard currency—was simply too high. 

Inthe ’40s, auto races were consigned to dirt horse tracks at 
county fairgrounds and the sandy beaches of the Florida coast. But 
in the mass euphoria of the '50s, something remarkable happened: 

A few farsighted promoters invested in purpose-built race tracks. 8 
Darlington Raceway rose above the sleepy South Carolina country- 

side to become the South’s first superspeedway. Tony Hulman res- a 
cued Indianapolis Motor Speedway from land developers and = 
turned the once-decrepit track into a showplace for the “Greatest 3 
Spectacle in Racing.” NASCAR moved from the beach to the glis- 3 
tening new Daytona International Speedway in 1959. And like the fa- 

bled ballpark in “Field of Dreams,” the new palaces of speed attract- 3 
ed fansin droves. é 


Richard Petty, hard at work at Daytona in 1975. _ a 
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These new converts to auto racing wit- 
nessed wheel-to-wheel combat between 
archetypal American heroes—hard-driving 
men like Lee Petty, Fireball Roberts and 
moonshiner-turned-racer Junior Johnson. 
In the '60s, the sport's first superstars 
emerged as A.J. Foyt, Mario Andretti, “Big 
Daddy” Don Garlits and second-generation 
racer Richard Petty captured the popular 
imagination. 

Technology transformed motor racing 
by producing the speed that riveted fans’ at- 
tention and the safety that ensured that 
drivers would live long enough to enjoy their 
spoils. A massive infusion of dollars by auto 
manufacturers, tire companies and spon- 
sors created specialists who focused on ev- 
er-more esoteric aspects of car prepara- 
tion—aerodynamicists, shock absorber ex- 
perts and valvetrain mavens. With few ex- 
ceptions, drivers’ responsibilities began and 
ended at the race track—which meant they 
had more time to devote to the media and 
sponsors who propelled the sport's growth. 

Optimistic predictions that auto racing 
would become “The Sport of the '70s” 
proved inaccurate when racing collided 
head-on with a pair of energy crises. But 
when gasoline and corporate dollars flowed 


freely again in the ’80s, motorsports 
reached a critical mass. More media atten- 
tion begat more sponsors and prize money, 
which generated yet more media attention. 
Like nuclear fission, the cycle had become 
self-sustaining. 

The catalyst in auto racing's transforma- 
tion was television. Fans no longer had to 
journey to downtown auditoriums to watch 
murky pay-per-view coverage of the Indy 
500 or Daytona 500—it was right there on 
network TV, replete with in-car cameras and 
color commentators. ESPN, a fledgling ca- 
ble station trying to make an all-sports for- 
mat fly, couldn't afford the broadcast rights 
for traditional “stick-and-ball” sports—but 
its programmers discovered that auto rac- 
ing could fill hours of air time for relatively 
few dollars. Suddenly races were televised 
every weekend, and motorsports’ populari- 
ty ratcheted up another notch as racing hit 
the airwaves. 

According to the head counters at 
Goodyear, attendance at major motor- 
sports events topped 15 million last year. 
Can racing sustain its amazing growth 
for the next 50 years? We'll have the an- 
swer in the 100th-anniversary issue of 
SPORT. * 


In 1964, no race was bigger than the Indy 500 and no sponsor slicker than STP. 
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, 800/334-8475 


MasterCard VISA AMEX COD 


TERM PAPER ASSISTANCE 
Catalog of 20,000 research papers 
Order Catalog Today with Visa/MC or COD 


cere 1-800-351-0222 
or (310) 477-8226 Mon. - Fri. 9am - 5pm (Pacific time) 
Or send $2.00 to the address below 


(ur 280-page catalog contains detailed descriptions of 20,000 
research papers, a virtual library of information at your fingertips 
Endnote and bibliographic pages are free. Ordering is as easy a5 
picking up your phone. Let this valuable educational ald serve you 
throughout your college years 

EXAMPLES OF CATALOG TOPICS. . 
21589 - HUMAN INTELLIGENCE. Anaizes conflicting theories & 
‘argues that 1Q is not only inerite, but also created by environment, 
‘acial and contextual forces. 16 citations, § sauces, 10 pages. 
21940 - DRUG USE & ADOLESCENT SUICIDE, Incidence 
‘connections, abuse, at-visk teenager, family dysfunction, sll-esteem, 
past & future research, 22 citations, 15 sours, 6 pages 
Research Assistance also ‘provides custom research and thesis 
assistance. Out staff of profesional writes, each writing in thet fies 
of expertise, can assist you with al your research needs 


QUALITY GUARANTEED 


For your 280 page catalog, mail $2 to: 


RESEARCH 
ASSISTANCE 


11322 Idaho Ave., Dept. YR 
Suite 206 
Los Angeles, California 90025 


AND TEST CHIPS 


All major brands.30-day 
money back guarantee, 


1-year warrantee. 


eH fGae 
1-800 rS: 


nc 
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$ BUY $ SELL $ TRADE $ 
SPORTS PUBLICATIONS??? 
YOU NEED: 
“The Collectors Guide To Sports ilustrated And Sport” 
+ Prices on Every Sports Illustrated, Sport and other 
Sports Publications 
+ Autographed magazine prices for each issue!!! 
+ Player Cover Index for quick reference (a must!!!) 
* BONUS with order: Address booklet to stars who 
sign through the Mail (mast fr free)!!! 
The best selling collectors guide is 
$19.95 +84 shipping and handling. 
Iti a must for anyone who has an interest 
in sports publications. 
‘Satisfaction garenteed or return the book for a full refund!!! 
‘Send your Check or Money Order to: 
P&R Publications, P.O. Box 26596, 


Las Vegas, NV 89126-0596 (702) 228-9 
(the 96 edition sat he printer-please allow 6 weeks for 


Are You A Sports Fanatic? 


If You Love Sports... 


GLOBAL SPORTS has a limited 
number of U.S. and Canadian 
Territory Licenses available. 


GLOBAL SPORTS Event Directors 
can earn over $150,000 annually 
managing and promoting our 
sporting events, leagues and 


tournaments. 
OBon3 Basketball 1) Softball 
O Arm Wrestling O Tennis 


2 Golf Skills Challenge O Legends of Sports 


O PooyBilliards 0 10K Race 

O Roller Hockey O NGF Non-Contact 

Ogunior Football 
Championships 0 Bowling 


QMake Sports Your Career! ®) 
1-800-220-5771 


SPORTS FANS 
Call for all your sports results 
Scores/Spreads/Trivia games 
Much More!!! 
1-900-476-6368 ext. 5751 
Serv-U (619)645-8434 


$2.99/min, 18+ 


Minimum Full Li 
Investment | Support | Territories 


Do you have what it takes 
to work in professional 
sports or any other part of 
the sports industry? 
There are opportunities. 


Find out about them by calling... 


800-SPORT-77 


Las Vegas 
Sports Picks 
Buy 1 - Get 1 Free 
(702) 247-6525 
¢Visa * Western Unione 


| __instaocrion | 
Barring Gace Ar Home 


+ Fastballs * Curves * Sinkers 
* Pitches poly baseballs to 60 MPH 


1-800-448-8867 


for FREE brochure 


Batting Practice 
System 


used by + 

A's, Mets, Phillies, U. of T. 
FREE BROCHURE 

800-886-7774 


The Chevrolet Truck Across 


aT word 


Puzzle 


By Stanley Newman 


50th Anniversary Issue 


Nickname in Sixers history: 2 was. 
1 Batshbrew 
7. Shriver of tennis 

10. Donkey's uncle 

13.__Grande 

414, Pitcher/broadcaster Barney 

18, Big Ten team: Abbr. 

16. Highway: Abbr. 

17. Holeinone 

18, Gold-medal skier at Lillehammer 

19. Tease 

20. Guy's date 

21. Basketball's “Mr. Clutch” 

23, Letters associated with 42 Across 

25. Weightlifting exercise 

26. Son__gun: 2wds. 

28, Bradshaw, Harris and crew 

81. NUhomer champ in '56 

‘34, Catcher who recently received an honorary 

doctorate 

‘35. Cyctinglegend 

‘36, Fans that follow 52 Across 

40. Mantle’s monogram 

41, Philies' division: Abbr. 

42, Only basketball Hall of Famer asa player and coach 

46. College basketball player of the yearin’84 

49, Horse-race winning margin, attimes: 

52. Colleague of Gary and Jack 

53, NLMVP in’66 

56. Rascal 

87. Haunches 

58. Brewcoffee 

60. Practice with Foreman 

64, __outallving 

65. Ovett ival 

67. Puta question to 

69. Swelledhead 

70. Neckline shape 

71. Shamsky or Shell 

72. Pigeon's sound 


73, “__Miserables” 
74, Golf-scorecard abbreviation 
75. ___-gameshow 


76. Passer rusher 
77. Suffix in language names 


Down 


4. Wrestiing result 

2. Super Bow! XXIII MVP 

3. Montana and DiMaggio 

4. Pitching ability 

5. Winner of the ‘No mas" fight 

6. GM, forone 

7. World Series winnerin'71 

8. “Thiilla in Manila” winner 

9. Part o the defensive fine: Abbr, 

40. Question acail 

11. First Super Bow! 

12. Doesa ballpark vendor's job 

22. Fuss 

24. Fireproofing that's been banned: Abbr. 

25. Steamed seatood 

27. Boggy land 

29. Maddux stat 

80. Bobble the ball 

31. Seattle__ 

32, Fictional sub captain 

33, “__ Excited" (Pointer Sisters tune): 2 wds. 

European (language family) 

38, Mideast airline: 2 wds. 

39. __ in (putinto the game) 

43, Riverblockers 

‘44, Compass point: Abbr. 

48, “Smoking or_7" 

46. World Series MVP in'77 

47. “Are youa man_mouse?” 2 wes. 

48. Boxing periods: Abbr. 

50. Tampa neighbor: 2 wds. 

51. Shoe width 

53, “THE MOST DEPENDABLE, LONGEST- 
LASTING TRUCKS" 

54, Preferred, atthe track. 

55. Olympics swords 

59, The lditarodis one 

61. '70World Cup star 

62. Matures 

663, NL batting leader in’73 

5. Adrian Anson’s nickname 

66. Calder Trophy winner in’67 

688. Endedafightearly 


See page 105 for Chevrolet Truck SPORTword Puzzle answers. 


NOW FOR SOMETHING EASIER TO FILL IN. 


We've Gone From Leather Helmets 


and Wool Jerseys to Astto- 
Turf and theDesienated 
Hitter. SPORT Wants to Know... 


By Dan 


Moving baskets. Contact golf. An international 
World Series. Hear Right... 

Hear Right? Sure, the device adapted from the 
Breathe Right nasal strips. You can hear everything. 

Say what? 

Our games, the very ones that give us dreams and 
inspiration, are constantly changing. Nobody really 
knows what to expect of the next half-century, but if 
you look closely, there are a few telltale signs. 

Turf is disappearing, NBA centers are shooting 
three-pointers, and weak-hitting shortstops are club- 
bing opposite-field homers. There are more hanging 
curveballs in baseball, more screwballs hanging 
around in basketball, and many, many more hounds 
hanging out for autographs. 

Basketball almost raised the hoop a few years ago 
because Bob Cousy was upset that his beloved, but 
very earth-stationed Celtics were getting buried. They 
wised up—the NBA, not the Celts—thanks largely to 
commissioner David Stern, this generation's Pete 
Rozelle. 

Despite baseball’s attempt to bring back the fans 
with its cozy new parks, such as Camden Yards in Bal- 
timore and Jacobs Field in Cleveland, the game is on 
schedule to become America’s past rather than its 
astime. (On a positive note, research shows that di- 
orce rates are lower in major-league towns.) 

These days, middle relief is an endangered species, 
§ as are middle linebackers. Yet the NFL continues to 
8 prove to the powers that be that villages like Green Bay 
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€an survive, if not thrive, on things easily dismissed in 
today’s sports world—loyalty and tradition. Instant re- 
™ playis again looming on the NFL horizon, and many of 

‘the players are wearing a brown piece of tape over the 
~ bridge of their noses. 

Tennis and golf are going in opposite directions dueto 
equipment progression. In tennis, with the power of the 
oversized head, you're lucky to see a four-stroke rally, but 
ingolf, the flagstick is under constant attack from the contro! 
and power of new clubs. Boxing? Well, boxingis boxing. The 
only adaptation that would help its credibility would be to im- 
plement the oft-bandied-about notion of bringing the sport un- 
der federal control. But do we want congressional debates on 
the pros and cons of the standing-eight count? 

Whereis all this madness taking us? 

One thing's for certain, the games will go on. Somewhere 
out there on the playgrounds of America is the future of sports, 
tomorrow's Cal Ripkens and Jackie Joyner-Kersees. And if 
the likes of the NBA's Kevin Garnett are any indication, tomor- 
row’s heroes will be here sooner than we think. 

In the information age, headlines will continue to show us 
the ugly side of sports, proving that actual human beings, not 
programmed automatons, play these games. Meanwhile, 
thanks to expansion, talent will continue to be diluted and 
quality sacrificed for cool logos and marketing dollars. In 1946, 
the NFL consisted of 10 teams. By 2046, the AFC Central 
alone could boast a dozen or more. The NBA Kings’ Otis Bird- 
song once said, “There's only three things in life that are cer- 
tain: death, taxes and my jumper.” Our man Otis forgot to 
mention expansion. 

And, of course, there is nothing more consistent than 
change. We doubt if the NBA will roll out 100-foot hoops, or 
baseball a game-saving commissioner. But it’s a pretty good 
bet that Jerry Rice stays in shape. Soccer probably won't get 
any more popular in America, and Roller Derby might make a 
comeback, but only time will tell. 

Sports are the ultimate grab bag. You can get a Shaq el- 
bow, an Albert Belle scowl, an Emmitt Smith touchdown run 
and a Mario Lemieux miracle. 

And one thing’s for sure as time marches on: The next half- 
century will be an even greater adventure than the last. 

Who knows, the L.A. Clippers might even win atitle. * 
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Fincout LlYes! I want to find out how oly my FREE trial pair 
how to of SofLens66™ contact lenses and a pair of i’s * sunglasses. nN 
gel your Me 
FREE i a 
(Please print fall name) 
Address 
trial pair of City we Lip 


SofLens00 is 


Phone ( ) 


contact lenses: 
Mail this 
card today 
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1-800- 
457-4018, 


Detach here and mail. 


Do you currently wear contact lenses? Yes —___ No 


If so, which brand? 
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ITENING TOOTHPASTE_ 
EXTRA STRENGTH 


WH 


PEARL DROPS® TOOTHPASTE HAS A 
TRIPLE ACTION WHITENING SYSTEM 


If a tooth whitener doesn't get your teeth their whitest, what's the point? 
PEARL DROPS toothpaste has a Triple Action Whitening System that 
helps get your teeth their whitest. You can actually feel PEARL DROPS toothpaste help whiten your teeth. 


TRIPLE ACTION WHITENING SYSTEM 
‘A BURST OF WHITE YOU CAN FEEL! 


ZA BURST OF WHITE YOU CAN ACTUALLY FEEL 


s 
: 


z S66) 2upuoW dildo 
‘{yBlay YUig mo7 puy ‘yuig amewalg ‘Antu - MA 

je184 ul insay Aeyw uawo,y jueubalg Ag j 

Gulyows -QNINYWM S.1VH3NI9 NOID"NS 


